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New Draft of: H. P. 244, L. D. 329 

ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1910 

H. P. 1483 House of Representatives, May 7, 1973 
Reported by Mr. Stillings from the Committee on State Government and 

printed under Joint Rules No. 18. 
E. LOUISE LINCOLN, Clerk 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY-THREE 

AN ACT Creating the Office of State Fire Marshal. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. R. S., T. 25, § 2391, repealed and replaced. Section 2391 of Title 
25 of the Revised Statutes, as amended, is repealed and the following enacted 
in place thereof: 

§ 2391. Election of fire ward; duties and compensation 

Each municipality not having an organized fire department, at its annual 
meeting, shall elect at least one fire ward, who shall be a fire inspector. Such 
fire inspectors shall perform the duties set forth in sections 2392 to 2395. If 
more than one fire ward is elected by any municipality, one of said fire wards 
shall be designated as fire inspector of said municipality, and the other fire 
wards shall, under the direction of the fire inspector, assist in performing the 
duties imposed upon said fire inspector by said sections. In towns and cities 
having an organized fire department, the chief of such fire department shall 
perform the duties of fire inspector. Fire inspectors so elected or designated 
shall receive reasonable compensation for their services, to be determined by 
the municipality. 

When for any reason the office of fire ward is vacant or the fire ward is 
incapacitated and there is no organized fire department, the municipal officers 
may appoint a fire ward to serve until the next ensuing election of officers. 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. 25, § 2392, amended. The first sentence of section 2392 
of Title 25 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 35 of chapter 592 
of the public laws of 1971, is further amended to read as follows: 
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The. CSffi:ffiis~ '* ~lte ~~, ~ dC~l:I:~" '* ~ State Fire Marshal and 
fire Ifls~cetsF mSI?ectors, upon the c.omplaint of any person or whenever he or 
they shall deem lt necessary, may lllspect or cause to be inspected all build­
ings and premises within their jurisdiction. Any owner or occupant who 
neglects to comply with an order made under this section within the time 
allowed shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction thereof shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than $20 ~or more than $50 for each offense. 
The building or part of a building so occupied shall be deemed a common 
nuisance, without, any other evidence than proof of its use, and the owner or 
occupan.t ~hall be punished accordingly. Said officers may forbid the use of 
such bUlldmg for any public purpose until their order has been complied with. 
The owner or occupant of said building who lets or uses the same in viola­
tion of an order as provided in this section, on conviction, shall be punished 
by a fine of not less than $20 nor more than $50 for each offense. 

Sec. 3. R. S., T. 25, § 2393, amended. The 2nd and 3rd sentences of sec­
tion 2393 of Title 25 of the Revised Statutes are amended to read as follows: 

After notice and hearing, the court shall make such order, judgment or decree 
as law and justice may require, or the court may authorize the tew-n- munici­
pality to cause such building or premises to be forthwith repaired, torn down 
or demolished and such materials removed and all dangerous conditions 
remedied, as the case may be, at the expense of the t9',7= municipality in 
which such property is situated. 

If the owner thereof, within 30 days after notice in writing of the amount of 
such expense, fails, neglects or refuses. to repay said ~ municipality the 
expense thereby incurred, a special tax may be assessed by the assessors 
against the land on which said building was located for the amount of such 
expenses, and such amount shall be included in the next annual warrant to 
the tax collector of said ~ municipality for collection, and shall be col­
lected in the same manner as other state, county and municipal taxes are 
collected. 

Sec. 4. R. S., T. 25, § 2394, amended. Section 2394 of Title 25 of the 
Revised Statutes, as amended by section 2 of chapter 377 of the public laws 
of I969 and by section 7 of chapter 592 of the public laws, of I97I, is further 
amended to read as follows: 

§ 2394. Investigation of fire origin; Attorney General may dir,ect 

When property is destroyed or damaged by fire, the municipal sffiecffl ffi, 
efttes. a-ft4 ~ 52~Jl iffifficdiatety ~ ft ffi€ffibcF '* ~ DCf3aFtfficnt '* 
~ ~ w~ ~ ~ tfte AttsFttcy .c.e~ H ~ ffl sl:l:5f3cetca an-@, 
fire inspector shall investigate the cause, circumstances and origin of the fire, 
and especially examine whether it was the result of carelessness or of design. 
~ ;ft., c5~igatisft eftad.t ~ CSffiffiCftecd ~ '3" ~ ~ ~ SCel:l:FfCftCC '* 
~ M€, ftet ifte1l:1:diftg~ .f,e.y4'~ ~ The Attorney General may supervise 
and direct such investigation whenever he deems it expedient or necessary. 
If arson is suspected, such municipal fire inspector shall immediately notify 
the State Fire Marshal or an inspector of his office who shall cause a full 
investigation thereof to be conducted. The State Fire Marshal and his agents 
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or employees shall have the authority to investigate or cause to be investi­
gated any fire or explosion within the State. 

Sec. 5. R. S., T. 25, § 2395, repealed and replaced. Section 2395 of Title 
25 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 3 of chapter 377 of the 
public laws of 1969 and by section 8 of chapter 592 of the public laws of 1971, 
is repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 

§ 2395. Filing statement of fire occurrence 

The municipal fire inspector shall file a written report with the State Fire 
Marshal each month on forms provided by his office, s,etting forth all of the 
facts relating to the cause, origin and circumstances of fires occurring within 
his jurisdiction, along with a description of the kind, value and ownership of 
the property damage or destruction, with such other information as he may 
require. Such report shall at all times be open to public inspection, except in 
such instances as the Attorney General may determine that it would be detri­
mental to a pending criminal investigation. 

Sec. 6. R. S., T. 25, § 2396, r,epealed and replaced. Section 2396 of Title 
25 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 4 of chapter 377 of the 
public laws of 1969, is repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 

§ 2396. Office of State Fire Marshal established; appointment 

The office of State Fire Marshal is hereby established as a bureau within 
the Department of Public Safety. The Commissioner of Public Safety is 
authorized and empowered to appoint, subject to the Personnel Law, a suit­
able person as State Fire Marshal and such inspectors and other employees 
as may be necessary. The State Fire Marshal shall carry out all of the duties 
and responsibilities assigned to his office and such other duties as may be 
prescribed or delegated by the Commissioner of Public Safety and he shall 
devote his full time to the duties of his office. 

It shall be the duty of the said State Fire Marshal, his deputy and such 
inspectors to enforce all of the laws, ordinances, rules and regulations pro­
mulgated by the Commissioner of Public Safety or enforceable by him, di­
rected toward and concerned with protection of the public in the following 
areas: 

I. Fires. The prevention of fires; 

2. Arson. The suppression of arson and investigation of cause, origin and 
circumstances of fires; 

3. Explosives. The storage, sale and use of combustibles, flammables and 
explosives; 

4. Fire alarm. The installation, maintenance or sale of automatic or other 
fire alarm systems and fire extinguishing equipment; 

5. Fire escapes. The construction, maintenance and regulation of fire 
escapes; 

6. Exits. The means and adequacy of exits, in the case of fire, from fac­
tories, asylums, hospitals, churches, schools, halls, theaters, amphitheaters, 
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dormitories, apartment or rooming houses, hotels, motels and all other places 
in which numhers of persons work, live or congregate from time to time for 
any purpose which comes within the scope of the current edition of the Na­
tional Fire Protection Association No. ror, Life Safety Code; 

. 7. Other duties. The performance of such other duties as are set forth in 
this and other sections of the statutes and as may be conferred or imposed 
from time to time by law. 

The State Fire Marshal, his deputy and inspectors appointed under this Title 
shall carry out those functions which the Commissioner of Public Safety may 
direct and in so doing shall have the same enforcement powers and duties 
throughout the State as sheriffs have in their respective counties. Such en­
forcement powers are to be limited in scope to enforcement of statutes, or­
dinances, rules and regulations concerned with fire prevention, arson and other 
burnings and enforcement of such other specific areas of responsibility as may 
by statute be assigned to the office of State Fire Marshal, and to arrest for 
impersonation of or interference with, the State Fire Marshal, his deputy or 
fire inspectors. 

Sec. 7. R. S., T. 25, § 2399, amended. The first paragraph of section 2399 
of Title 25 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 35 of chapter 592 
of the public laws of 1971, is further amended to read as follows: 

The Commissioner of Public Safety may f~ '*14 ~fl::::..ge afi4 t'tppofnt ft 
:g~FectoF ~ ~ ~ P:-e¥eft4:i~, ~ft fr55i:5't~ 4ifo€et~ ~ 5'te:4e ffi.e ~~ 
~ 5"d"Eft 5'dfl~~~ ~ ffie insp:::ctoF6, ~€~ 4;., +fte PeFsofind ~, i'c9 

ffioe:7 .a.e fte€esoary ~ -eil:l."f7 ~ tH+ -R-Fe i*c¥-en~i':C an-a ffi¥eotigative ~, r::H-e5 
~ ,~.tffi*5 whi::::: fie ~.s,. +&w efflf)o"N:::fee ~~. H-e ffi~ incur 
reasonable expenses in educating the public in fire prevention and protection. 
~ ~e~ ~ ~e ~ PFe..-e::tffln:, 4e ~~ eirectol' ~ e~ ffi=-e ~­
venti~ ::nd o'dpcFyi5i:ng e~at= .§,y.e ~~~ a"~ ~ t~:io oection efi€:lJ 
~ ~ ~ ~~~ ... ffl.i:4 tfl.e ~isoi@nef' Tll:~~. ~upeFYising 
~ Ry.e inspeC'':mS ~ ~ ~he 5tHBe ,?~e a~ ~ -tltreug:?ou~ .ike 
se, eFal eountie-s ffl #:e ~ ft8 ~ fm¥.e ffi ~ f"eSfleeti-re €8un~ie., y.e­
~~ ~ ffi.e pi'e¥€~, ftF6Bft @:ft4 ~eF b:.:Fftingo. ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ Le1ude tfl.e €~ ~ inq1:lii'c f~ tH'i'4 ttHes4: +e-F ¥i@la::io~ ~ ~ e4 ~ 
flFOVioioft5 ~ €~5- 3* 4:., y?+, ~ -teo a:-:-es~ feT trnpe:-sonatio* ffl €of' ~­
~ee wit:: 4*e inspectofs 

Sec. 8. R. S., T. 25, § 2400, amended. Section 2400 of Title 25 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 2400. Municipal fire inspectors to keep records 

Municipal effi.eeF8 fire inspectors shall record or cause to be recorded a11 
returns made under sectious 2-3~ -teo ~ this chapter. 

Sec. 9. R. S., T. 25, § 240I, amended. Section 2401 of Title 25 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 240r. Violations 

Any ett,- €Ji' ~ municipal .,.~ fire inspector or any insurance company 
neglecting or refusing to perform any duty required by !;lections ~'* -teo ~ 
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this chapter shall be punished by a fine of not less than $10 nor more than 
$100 for each offense. 

Sec. 10. R. S., T. 25, § 2451, repealed. Section 2451 of Title 25 of the 
Revised Statutes is repealed. 

Sec. I I. R. S., T. 25, § 2453, amended. The 2nd paragraph of section 2453 
of Title 25 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 35 of chapter 592 
of the public laws of 1971, is further amended to read as follows: 

No individual, partnership or corporation shall offer for sale in this State, 
any type of fire escape device or fire alarm systems unless first securing ap­
proval of the Commissioner of Public Safety @of' Me ift5}3eetElF. 

Sec. 12. R. S., T. 25, §§ 2454 and 2455, repealed. Sections 2454 and 2455 
of Title 25 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 35 of chapter 592 
of the public laws of 1971, are repealed. 

Sec. 13. R. S., T. 25, §§ 2456 to 2460, repealed. Sections 2456 to 2460 of 
Title 25 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

Sec. 14. R. S., T. 25, § 2461, repealed. Section 2461 of Title 25 of the 
Revised Statutes, as amended by section 35 of chapter 592 of the public laws 
of 1971, is repealed. 

Sec. 15. Personnel. All employees and officials of the former Division of 
Fire Prevention are transferred to the office of the State Fire Marshal and 
shall continue in their employment or office after the effective date of this 
Act without interruption of their state service. 

Sec. 16. Appropriation. There is appropriated from the General Fund to 
the Department of Public Safety the sum of $132,187 to carry out the purposes 
of this Act. The breakdown shall be as follows: 

1973-74 1974-75 

OFFICE OF STATE FIRE MARSHAL 

Personal Services (8) $40,295 $58,652 
All Other 14,168 19,072 

---
Total $54.463 $77,724 




