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ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1812

H. P. 1382 ' House of Representatives, April 3, 1973
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. Sent up for concurrence and
ordered printed.
E. LOUISE LINCOLN, Clerk
Presented by Mr. Martin of Eagle Lake.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SEVENTY-THREE

AN ACT to Organize the Unorganized and Deorganized Territories of the
State and to Provide for Management of the Public Reserved Lands.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. R. S, T. 1, § 72, sub-§ 13, repealed and replaced. Subsection 13 of
section 72 of Title 1 of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following
enacted in place thereof:

13. Municipality. “Municipality” shall include cities, towns and planta-
tions, except that “municipality” shall not include plantations in Title 3o,
chapters 201 to 213, 235, 239, subchapters IV, V and VI, chapter 241 and
chapter 243.

Sec. 2. R. S, T. 1, § 72, sub-§ 24, repealed. Subsection 24 of section 72 of
Title 1 of the Revised Statutes is repealed.

Sec.3. R. S, T. 12, § 512, amended. Section 512 of Title 12 of the Revised
Statutes, as amended, is further amended by adding a new sentence at the
end to read as follows:

All lands acquired and administered under this section and all other state
forests shall be managed under the same principles which govern the manage-
ment of the public reserved lands, to the extent not inconsistent with the
express provisions of this section, and management of such state forests shall,
in any event, be coordinated with the management of the public reserved
lands in order to facilitate the accomplishment of applicable management ob-
jectives.

Sec. 4. R. S, T. 12, § 514, repealed and replaced. Section 514 of Title 12
of the Revised Statutes, as amended, is repealed and the following enacted in
place thereof:
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§ 514. Management of public lands

The commissioner shall have the same powers, subject to the same condi-
tions, with respect to the management of lands specified in section 504 as he
has with respect to the public reserved lands as set forth in Title 30, section
4162, subsection 4.

Sec. 5. R. S, T. 13, § 3161, amended. Section 3161 of Title 13 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 3161. Fee in ministerial and school land in existing towns.

Where lands have been granted or reserved for the use of the ministry or
first settled minister, or for the use of schools, in any town incorporated and
in existence on January 1, 1973, and the fee in these lands has not vested in
some particular parish therein or in some individual, it shall vest in the in-
habitants of such town and not in any particular parish therein for such uses.
The inhabitants of any such town shall hold and enjoy said public reserved
lands subject to the control of and subject to responsibilities imposed by the
State.

Sec. 5-A. R. S, T. 13, § 3164, repealed. Section 3164 of Title 13 of the
Revised Statutes is repealed.

Sec. 6. R. S., T. 13, § 3167, amended. Section 3167 of Title 13 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 3167. Income to suppert schools

All income derived from such ministerial and school lands, and from the rents
and profits of real and personal estate held under section 3166, shall be an-
nually applied to the support of public schools in the town, and expended like
other school moneys.

Sec. 7. R. S, T. 30, § 4151, amended. Section 4151 of Title 30 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 4151. Public reserved lands and location by agreement

In every township or plantation now existing or hereafter organized there
shall be reserved, as the Legislature may direct, 1,000 acres of land, and at
the same rate in all tracts less than a township, for the exclusive benefit of
swel teswnshin oF traet the State of Maine, to average in quality, situation and
value as to timber and minerals with the other lands therein. Title to such
reserved public lots shall be in and all future earnings attributable thereto
shall belong to the State of Maine for management and preservation thereof
as state assets. In townships or tracts sold and not incorporated, the public
reserved lots may be selected and located by the Forest Commissioner and
the proprietors, by a written agreement, describing the reserved lands by
metes and bounds, signed by said parties and recorded in the commissioner’s
office. The plan or outline of the lands so selected shall be entered on the
plan of the township or tract in the commissioner’s office and shall be filed of
record in the registry of deeds in the township in which the township is lo-
cated, which shall be a sufficient location thereof.
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Sec. 8. R. S, T. 30, § 4152, repealed. Section 4152 of Title 30 of the
Revised Statutes, as amended by section 64 of chapter 226 of the public laws
of 1965, is repealed.

Sec. 9. R. S, T. 30, § 4153, repealed and replaced. Section 4153 of Title
30 of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following enacted in place
thereof:

§ 4153. Location without agreement

When the Forest Commissioner and proprietors of a tract or township
described in section 4151 cannot agree on such location, the Forest Commis-
sioner may petition the Superior Court in the county where the land lies to
appoint 3 disinterested persons, and issue to them a warrant, under the seal
of the court, requiring them, as soon as may be, to locate the public reserved
lot or lots in said township or tract. The public reserved lot or lots shall be
of average quality with the residue of lands therein.

Sec. 10. R. S, T. 30, § 4154, amended. The last sentence of section 4154
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

They shall make return of said warrant and their doings thereon, under their
hands, to the next Superior Court in the county after having completed ser-
vice ; which, being accepted by the court and recorded in the registry of deeds
in the county or registry district where the land is situated, within 6 months,
shall be a legal assignment and location of such public reserved pertiens fer
e uses designated lot or lots,

Sec. 11. R. S, T. 30, §8§ 4155 and 4156, repealed. Sections 4155 and 4156
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes are repealed.

Sec. 12. R. S, T. 30, § 4159, amended. The first sentence of section 4159
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

When in the grant of any townships or parts of townships certain portions
are reserved for public uses, and such portions have not been located in
severalty prior to the incorporation of the same into a town, the Superior
Court in the county where the land lies, on application of the assessors of the
town, may appoint 3 disinterested persons of the county and issue to them its
warrant under seal of the court, requiring them, as soon as may be, to locate
such reserved portion according to the terms of the grant, and if the use or
purpose of the reservation is prescribed in the grant, they shall set off and
locate the lots accordingly desisnating the use o purpese for which eack lot
15 5o reserved and located.

Sec. 13. R. S, T. 30, § 4161, amended. Section 4161 of Title 30 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 4161. Report of committee action

The members of the committee shall make return of said warrant and their
doings thereon, to the Superior Court in the county, after having completed
the service; which, being accepted by the court and recorded in the registry
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of deeds in the county or registry district where the land is situated, within 6
months, shall be a legal assignment and location of such reserved proportions
for the uses designated. Thereafter the lands so set off and located shall be
under the care and oversight of the trustees of the ministerial and school
funds of the town, with all the powers and subject to the duties prescribed in
this chapter and Title 13, chapter 93 ineluding the povwes to selt and cORTeF
e gamre.

Sec. 14. R. S8, T. 30, § 4161-A, additional. Title 30 of the Revised Statutes
is amended by adding a new section 4161-A to read as {ollows:

§ 4161-A. Criteria for location

Whenever land reserved for public uses is located pursuant to this chapter,
and whenever the Forest Commissioner makes his return of partition pursu-
ant to section 4158, the determination as to what lands are of an average
quality, situation and value with the other lands in the township shall include,
but shall not be limited to, appropriate consideration of the following criteria:

1. Contigucusness to other public lands;

2. Public recreation needs;
Accessibility to roads, highways and other transportation;
Proximity to centers of population;
Needs of state agencies;

Scenic quality;

Value as to timber;

The preservation of significant natural, recreational and historic re-
ces, including wildlife habitat and other areas critical to the ecology of
the S ate;

10. The provisions of any applicable comprehensive or long-range man-
agement plan for use of pubhc lands.

Sec. 15. R. S, T. 20, § 4162, repealed and replaced. Section 4162 of Title
30 of the Revised Statutes, as repealed and replaced by section 65 of chapter
226 cf the public laws of 1665, is repealed and the following enacted in place
thereof:

§ 42162. Management of public reserved lands

1. Purpose. The Legislature finds that it is in the public interest and for
the general benefit of the people of this State that title, possession and the
respcn‘slbi-itv for the management of the public rsserved lands contained
within the unincorporated areas of the State be vested and established in an
agent of the State acting on behalf of ali of the people of the State. The Leg-
isiature further finds that it is in the public interest that the public reserved
lands be managed under the nrmc1ples of multiple use and to produce a sus-
tained yield of products and services and that such management should be

3
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7. Value as to minerals;
8
9
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effected by the use of both prudent business practices and the prinicples of
sound planning.

2. Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context otherwise in-
dicates, the following words shall have the following meanings.

A. “Multiple use” shall mean the management of all of the various renew-
able surface resources of the public reserved lots, including outdoor recrea-
tion, timber, watershed, fish and wildlife and other public purposes; it
means making the most judicious use of the land for some or all of these
resources over areas large and diverse enough to provide sufficient latitude
for periodic adjustments in use to conform to changing needs and condi-
tions ; it means that some land will be used for less than all of the resources;
and it means harmonious and coordinated management of the various re-
sources, each with the other, without impairment of the productivity of the
land, with consideration being given to the relative values of the various
resources, and not necessarily the combination of uses that will give the
greatest dollar return or the greatest unit output.

B. ‘“Public reserved lands” includes not only all of the public reserved lots
and ministerial and school lands in the unincorporated areas of the State,
but all lands acquired with proceeds from the sale of such reserved lands,
all lands received by the State in exchange for or pursuant to relocation of
such reserved lands and all lands purchased by the State and expressly des-
ignated as public reserved lands.

C. “Sustained yield” shall mean the achievement and maintenance in per-
petuity of a high-level regular periodic output of the various renewable re-
sources of the public reserved lots without impairment of the productivity
of the land.

3. Responsibility. The Forest Commissioner shall have the care, custody,
control and the responsibility for the management of the public reserved
lands in the unincorporated areas of the State. He shall, beginning promptly
after the effective date of this Act, prepare, revise from time to time and main-
tain a comprehensive management plan for the management of the public
reserved lands in accordance with the guidelines set forth. The management
plan shall provide for a flexible and practical approach to the coordinated
management of the public reserved lands. In preparing, revising and main-
taining such management plan, the Forest Commissioner shall, to the extent
practicable, compile and maintain an adequate inventory of the public re-
served lands, including not only the timber thereon but the other multiple use
values for which the public reserved lands are managed. In addition, all cri-
teria listed in section 4161-A for the location of public reserved lands shall be
considered in developing the management plans. The Forest Commissioner
shall be entitled to the full cooperation of the Maine Mining Bureau, Depart-
ment of Inland Fisheries and Game, Department of Parks and Recreation,
Land Use Regulation Commission and State Planning Office in compiling and
maintaining the inventory of the public reserved lands and shall consult with
those agencies as well as other appropriate state agencies in the preparation
and maintenance of the comprehensive management plan for the public re-
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served lands. As and when prepared, all management of the public reserved
lands shall, to the extent practicable, be in accordance with said management
plan.

4. Actions. The Forest Commissioner may take the following action on
the public reserved lands:

A. Grant permits, on such terms and conditions and for such consideration
as he deems reasonable, to cut timber, harvest grass and wild foods, tap
maple trees for sap and cultivate and harvest crops; provided that such
permits shall create in the permittee mere revocable licenses and shall not
create any real property interest in the public reserved lands;

B. Sell gravel existing in the soil, but only for the construction of public
roads or other public works; provided that in the judgment of the Forest
Commissioner, the sale of such gravel shall enhance the value of the land
in the vicinity from which the gravel was sold and that it shall promote the
purposes for which that portion of the public reserved lands are being
managed;

C. Lease the right, for a term of years not exceeding 25, to set poles and
maintain utility lines;

D. Lease campsites on an annual basis;

E. Construct and maintain overnight campsites and other camping facil-
ities and charge reasonable fees to defer the cost of maintenance;

F. With the consent of the Governor and Council and subject to the ap-
proval of the Maine Mining Bureau, the Land Use Regulation Commission
and of the Department of Environmental Protection under Title 10, chapter
451, Mining and Rehabilitation of Land, grant mining rights;

G. Grant the right to construct and maintain public roads;

H. With the consent of the Governor and Council, lease mill privileges,
dam sites and flowage rights.

5. -—additional. The Forest Commissioner shall have the power, subject
to this section, to exchange or relocate public reserved lands, both located and
unlocated, for other lands and the power to sell public reserved lands, both
located and unlocated, and to use appropriate portions of the proceeds of the
sales, in order to purchase, assemble or reassemble contiguous or nearly con-
tiguous quantities of land to be managed as public reserved lands hereunder.
The requirement that public reserved lands shall be used for the exclusive
benefit of the township from which they were reserved is abolished and the
sale, acquisition, assembly and reassembly of public reserved lands may pro-
ceed without the necessity of retaining public reserved lands in each tract,
township or plantation. The Forest Commissioner shall not exchange, relo-
cate, purchase or sell any public reserved lands unless and until he shall have:

A. Prepared a management plan and determined that such exchange, re-
location, purchase or sale is an implementation of that plan or, at least, that
it is not in conflict with that plan;
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B. Certified to the Treasurer of the State that in his opinion the consid-
eration received for the exchange, relocation, purchase or sale is fair and
just;

C. Obtained the consent of the Governor and Council to such exchange,
relocation, purchase or sale;

D. Consulted with and invited the written comments of the state agencies
required to be consulted in the preparation of the management plan about
such proposed exchange, relocation, purchase or sale; and

E. Advertised notice of the proposed exchange, relocation, purchase or
sale in the state paper not less than 30 days prior to the consummation of
the exchange, relocation, purchase or sale.

6. Transfer of responsibility. Whenever a particular portion of the public
reserved lands is to be used, pursuant to the management plan, for a single
use which use is within the particular expertise of another agency of the
State, the Forest Commissioner may, with the consent of the Governor and
Council and the state agency involved, transfer to such other state agency
the responsibility for the management of such particular portion of the public
reserved lands.

7. Application. Nothing herein shall be construed to require the location
of unlocated public reserved lands. The determination as to the desirability
of locating unlocated public reserved lands shall be made by the Forest Com-
missicner in the preparation and maintenance of the management plan for the
public reserved lands. The Forest Commissioner shall take appropriate steps
to insure that in those townships in which public reserved lands remain un-
located, the State receives its proportionate share of common income and that
such lands are not subjected to waste by the other cotenants.

Sec. 16. R. S., T. 30, § 4163, repealed and replaced. Section 4163 of Title
30 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 65-A of chapter 226 of the
public laws of 1063, is repealed and the following enacted in place thereof:

§ 4163. Funds from the public reserved lands

1. Receipts from sale, etc. All sums received by the Forest Commissioner
for the exchange, relocation or sale of public reserved lands shall be deposited
with the Treasurer of State and kept as a separate nonlapsing account to be
used by the Forest Commissioner for the acquisition of other lands to be held
and mznaged as public reserved lands.

2. Income. All income received by the Forest Commissioner from the
nublic reserved lands shall be deposited with the Treasurer of State to be
credited to the General Fund.

3. Public Reserved Lots Management Fund. To accomplish the purposes
of section 4162, there is established a Public Reserved Lots Management
Fund. An amount equal to the General Fund pursuant to subsection 2 shall
be transferred by the Treasurer of the State to the Public Reserved Lots
Management Fund on the first day of each month following the effective date
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of this Act. Moneys credited to the Public Reserved Lots Management Fund
shall be available for expenditure by the Forest Commissioner for the pur-
poses set forth in section 4162 without limitation as to fiscal year.

Sec. 16-A. R. S., T. 30, § 4164, repealed. Section 4164 of Title 30 of the
Revised Statutes is repealed.

Sec. 17. R. S, T. 30, § 41635, repealed and replaced. Section 4165 of Title
30 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 66 of chapter 226 of the
public laws of 1963, is repealed and the following enacted in place thereof:

§ 4165. Unorganized Territory School Fund

There shall continue in existence the Unorganized Territory School Fund
which shall include the existing principal of said fund arising from the public
reserved lands prior to the effective date of this Act and any accrued but un-
expended income from said fund as of said date. The State shall allow in-
terest annually as earned. Said fund shall be held and administered by the
Treasurer of State. The income only of said fund shall be expended and ap-
plied as is by law provided for school purposes. The Treasurer of State shall
file with the Commissioner of Finance and Administration, on or before Janu-
ary 15th of each year, a list of interest earned by said fund during the preced-
ing calendar year. A copy of said list shall be transmitted to the Commission-
er of Educational and Cultural Services by the Treasurer of State.

Sec. 18. R. S, T. 30, § 4166, amended. Section 4166 of Title 30 of the
Revised Statutes, as amended by section 67 of the public laws of 1965 and as
amended by chapter 173 of the public laws of 1967, is further amended to read
as follows:

§ 4166. Organized Townships Fund

Flhe end fund shall be ksows as the Ossanized Townships Fund and in-
terest shal be ellowed annually as earned There shall continue in existence
the Organized Townships Fund which shall include the principal of said fund
arising from the public reserved lots prior to the effective date of this Act and
accrued but unexpended income of said fund as of said date. The State shall
allow interest annually as earned. Said fund shall be held and administered
by the Treasurer of State. The income of the Organized Townships Fund
shall be added to the principal of the funds, until the inhabitants of such
township or tract are incorporated into a mun1c1pal1ty, unless previously
expended according to law. When any such township or tract is incorporated
as a town, said funds belonging to it shall be paid by the Treasurer of State
to the treasurer of the trustees of the ministerial and school funds therein, to
be added to the funds of that corporation and held and managed as other
school funds of that town are required to be held and managed. = When such
township or tract is organized as a plantation, the interest of said fund shall
be paid annually by the Treasurer of State to the treasurer of such plantation
to be applied toward the support of schools according to the number of schol-
ars in each school. Befese interest of said fund is so distributed to the treas-
wrers of sueh plantations an ameount equaline 309 of the detesmined total
interest st shall be alleented annually to the Horest Ceommmissioner for use
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1 manasicg and improvins the forest srowth of the publie reserved lots in
satd erganized slastatiens Said interest shall be computed to the first day of
each January by the Treasurer of State. The Commissioner of Eduention
Educational and Cultural Services shall file in the office of the State Control-
ler a list of such plantations with the amount due for interest for the preced-
ing year according to a record of such amounts to be furnished to him by the
Treasurer of State. The Commissioner of £dueatier Educational and Cultural
Services shall be satisfied that all such plantations are organized, and that
schools have been established therein according to law, that assessors are
sworn and qualified and that the treasurers of such plantations have given
bonds as required by law. The State Controller shall thereupon insert the
name and amount due such plantations in one of the first warrants drawn in

that year.

The amount due Lakeville Plantation, Penobscot County, annually under
this section shall be expended in accordance with this section and any excess
shall, under the supervision and direction of the superintending school com-
mittee of Lakeville Plantation, be used to established scholarship aid for stu-
dents of Lakeville Plantation to receive post high school education.

Sec. 19. R. S., T. 30, §§ 5601-5604, repealed. Sections 5601 to 5604 of Title
30 of the Revised Statutes are repealed.

Sec. z0. R. S, T. 30, §§ 5604-A - 5604-H, additional. Title 30 of the Re-
vised Statutes is amended by adding 8 new sections, 5604-A to 56o04-H, to
read as follows:

§ 5604-A. Purpose and scope

The Legislature finds that it is desirable to extend the benefits of local gov-
ernment to the vast portions of the State which are presently unorganized
and deorganized in order to preserve public health, safety and general wel-
fare; to ensure that decisions relating to the governing of said territory clear-
ly reflect the economic, social and educational needs of the citizens who live
there; to provide a foundation for the establishment of localized public ser-
vices; and to regularize voting practices throughout the State.

§ 5604-B. Commission on Unincorporated Territory

There is created the Commission on Unincorporated Territory to carry out
the purposes of section 5604-A by organizing into plantations all of the pres-
ently unorganized, deorganized or unincorporated territory in the State. The
commissicn shall consist of 7 members: The chairman of the Land Use Regu-
lation Commission, who shall serve as chairman of the commission, the State
Planning Director, the State Tax Assessor, the Executive Director of the
Land Use Regulation Commission, the Commissioner of Educational and
Cultural Services, the Commissioner of Transportation, and one public mem-
ber to be appointed by the Governor. The members of the commission shall
serve until the Legislature approves a boundary plan or their successors are
qualified,

§ 5604-C. —commission proceedings; rules

Meetings of the commissicn shall be held at the call of the chairman. Mem-
bers of the commission shall not be paid a salary, but shall be reimbursed for
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all expenses incurred in carrying out their responsibilities. The commission
may adopt whatever rules it deems necessary for the conduct of its business.
No action shall be taken by the commission unless approved by 3 of its mem-
bers.

Any hearing may be conducted by a single member of the commission so
long as such member conducting the hearing transmits to the full commission
all evidence taken at the hearing.

Administrative assistance to the commission shall be provided by the State
Planning Office or, in the event a Bureau of Public Lands is established with-
in a Department of Conservation, by said Bureau of Public Lands.

§ 5604-D. —commission duties

The commission shall convene promptly after the effective date of this Act
and shall prepare, prior to the next regular session of the Legislature, a
boundary plan for organizing into plantations all of the unincorporated terri-
tory of the State. The plan may propose the enlargement or alteration of
existing plantation boundaries as well as propose the organization into plan-
tations of all uncrganized and deorganized areas of the State. The plan shall
not propose the inclusion within any plantation of the lands presently com-
prising Baxter State Park. The boundary plan shall be submitted by the
commission as a legislative proposal to the next regular session of the Legis-
lature.

§ 5604-E. Plantation standards

A plantation shall consist of one or more townships, existing plantations,
or portions of either or both, and be located in a single county. A plantation
shall not consist of less than one township. In preparing the boundary plan,
the commission shall apply the following standards:

1. At least 25 persons shall be resident in each plantation;

2. Consideration shall be given to the demography of the unincorporated
territory so as to provide to the extent practicable for cohesive plantation
units;

3. Consideration shall be given to highway and communication connec-
tions, topography, existing schools and concentration of population within
each plantation so as to promote a sense of community and facilitate the de-
livery of public services;

4. Consideration shall be given to the valuation of property located within
the unincorporated territories so as to provide, as nearly as practicable, con-
sistent with the other standards contained in this section, for uniform tax
rates among the plantations to be organized or reorganized pursuant to the
plan.

§ 5604-F. Hearings

The commission shall hold a public hearing to receive evidence with re-
spect to the proposed boundary plan. The hearing shall be held in Augusta
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no later than September 15, 1974. At least 30 days prior to the hearing, public
notice shall be given by publishing 3 times the proposed boundary plan and
notice of the hearing in at least 4 daily or Weekly newspapers throughout the
State in order to bring the proposal to the attention of all interested persons.

The commission may hold other hearings, as it deems necessary, in order
to prepare the proposed boundary plan and the commission shall adopt, and
may amend and repeal rules relating to the conduct of all hearings and shall
make a verbatim record of all hearings held pursuant to this section.

§ 5604-G. Organization of plantations

Plantations organized pursuant to this Act shall be deemed organized, and
all laws applicable to organized plantations shall apply to such plantations,
upon the effective date of the legislative enactment adopting a boundary plan
and all prior organizations of plantations, the boundaries of which are altered
by the boundary plan, shall thereby be repealed. Within go days after such
date, the commissioners of each county, in which plantations have been des-
ignated, shall issue their warrant to one of the principal inhabitants of each
plantation, commanding him to notify the inhabitants thereof qualified to vote
for Governor to assemble on a day not later than 150 days after the effective
date of the adoption of the boundary plan and at a place named in the warrant
to choose a moderator, clerk, treasurer, 3 assessors, collector of taxes, con-
stable, superintending school committee and other necessary plantation offi-
cers. Notice of such meeting shall be given by posting an attested copy of
the warrant therefor in not less than 3 conspicuous places in the plantation in
order to inform the inhabitants and by publishing same in the state paper at
least 14 days prior to the meeting.

§ 5604-H. Organization meeting

At the time and place appointed for the meetings, the person to whom the
warrant was directed shall preside until a moderator is chosen by ballot by
the voters present. Thereafter, the moderator shall preside. A clerk, treas-
urer, collector of taxes, superintending school committee and 3 assessors shall
be chosen by ballot and sworn by the moderator or a justice of the peace.
Other plantation officers may be chosen by ballot or other method agreed on
by vote of the meeting and shall be sworn.

Sec. 21. R. 8., T. 30, § 5605, amended. Section 5605 of Title 30 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 5605. Copy of proceedings and description of plantation sent to Secretary
of State

Upon the organization of a plantation, the clerk and assessors shall trans-
mit to the Secretary of State, to be by him recorded, a certified copy of all
proceedincs had in completing effeesimg such organization, including #he
=, + a=x the warrant issued therefor and the return thereon, and the
record of the meeting held in pursuance thereof a=d & weikten desesipsion od

%-u-l-f-aaﬁeeé#—he?lufm—ﬁeﬁ e—é%ﬁefeﬁ-pena-l-}%a-p-pkaable%eefaaﬁ&eé
plantations shatl appls Lo plentations organized as bercin provided.

2T
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Sec. 22. R. 8., T. 30, § 5607, amended. Section 5607 of Title 30 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 5607. Annual meeting

Organized plantations shall hold their annual meeting in March and choose
a clerk, 3 assessors, treasurer, collector of taxes, constable and superintending
school committee ene o+ more susverors of tumber and 2 o mere fenee wiew-
ers. When money is raised for repair of ways and bridges, the assessors of
such plantations shall choose one or more road commissioners as selectmen of
towns do.

Sec. 23. R. S, T. 30, § 5616 and § 5620, repealed. Sections 5616 and 5620
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes are repealed.

Sec. 24. Land Use Regulation Commission unaffected. Nothing contained
in this Act shall be deemed to affect the jurisdiction or authority of the Land
Use Regulation Commission over the unincorporated territories.

Sec. 25. Appropriation. There is appropriated to the State Planning Of-
fice or, in the event a Bureau of Public Lands is established within a Depart-
ment of Conservation, then to said bureau, from the General Fund the sum of
$30.000 to carry out the purposes of this Act.

STATEMENT OF FACT

This Act provides for a commission to prepare a plan to organize the un-
organized territories for self-government and sclf-support. Bona fide organ-
ization of these areas into plantations would terminate outstanding convey-
ances of grass and timber rights on the reserved public lots.

This Act also provides standards and procedures to assure that the lands
thus returned to the public domain will be located, managed and developed
for the best interests of the people of the State. This proposal is included in
the Governor’s Legislative Program.





