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STATE OF MAINE 
SENATE 

l06TH LEGISLATURE 

SENATE AMENDMENT" A" to S.P. 539, L.D. 1758, Bill, "AN ACT 

Establishing the Maine State Student Incentive Grants Porgram." 

kmend said Bill by striking out all of the Title and inserting 

in place thereof the following: 'AN ACT Relating to Viet Name Era 

Veterans Student Assistance Program.' 

Further amend said Bill by striking out everthing after the 

enacting clause and inserting in place thereof the following: 

.. 

~ec. I. R. S., T. 37-A, c. 2, sub-c. II, additional. Chapter 2 of Title 37-A, 
as enacted by section I of chapter S80 of the public laws of I971, is amended 
by adding a new subchapter II to read as follo,vs: 

SUBCHAPTER n: 
VIET NA1VI ERA VETERANS STUDENT 

ASSISTANCE PTIOGRAl',1! 

§ 4I. Purposes 

It is the purpose of the Viet :Ham Era Veterans Student Assistance Pro
gram to establish a program of stuc.1ent aid for the benefit of qualified resi
c!ent vetemns c£ this Stat~, 'which sha11 , be fina'.':tccd by the S~ate ~md admin
istered by the State Bure:m of Vete!'2t:.s Services, to eligible Viet Nam Era 
Veterans in attendance at institutions of highe:,,- education in II/Iaine. 

§ J!.2. Def.niticns 

As used in this chapter, unless-me. context otherwise indicates, the follow
ing 'words shall have the following meanings. 

I. Criteria. "Criteria" means the process, procedures, norms and guide
line:; established by the State Et,rc:?u of Veterans Services. 

2. Eligible students. "Eligible students" weans uncergraduate students 
in ~ttendar;.cc at i!tstitt!tions c: highc:;- edt".c2tion in l\'{ainc "'-7ho demOnS~T<lte 
substantial fnancial need fc!' a given t\caccmk yCQr or years. 
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SENATE AMENDMENT" A" S. P • 539, L. D • 1758 

3. Fiscal year. "Ii'iscal year" means year beginning on July 1st and end
ing on the foHowing June 30th. 

4. In attendance. "In attendance" means that a student is attending an 
insti.tuticn of higher education in IVfaine on a full-time basis, as determined by 
the Bu.reau of \i eterans Services. 

5. Institution of higher education. "Institution o'f higher education" 
me:'l.ns any post-secondary institution in Maine, public or private, properly 
approve(; by the State Eoard of Education and the Veterans Administration. 

6. Pesident. "Pcddent" shall mean anyone who entered the Armed 
FJrces cf the United States frem IVlaine or who has established a legal resi
cC1"'('e in :Mnine cf at !e::st (5 months dw:ation immediately prior to making 
C!pp'icat'on for en award under this sU0chapter and \7ho has received certi
fj.c::I'i.~on 2.S an eligible 1'.'r2ine re:::ident vetei'an frot:1 the r:Iaine Bureau of 
Ve':ercms Services. 

7. ~l'bstantial Fnancial need. "Substantial financial need" means the in
ability c.[ a stude!'.t or his family, or both, to meet the expenses incurred by 
the student in attc!?ding an institution of highe;:- edl1cation in full or in sub
s·~an6.al, part. The degree of wbst2ntinl financial need present vlith respect 
to a str:L.ent is measurC'i by the relative abiEty of the student or his family, 
or l:o'(:h, to make a contributiO:1 toward such czpensoc, 'when compa;:-ed with 
th2t of other students or their families, or both. 

8. Viet Nam Era veteran. "Viet Nnm Era veteran" shall be construed to 
I7'.e~1.". <'111' person who se:vcd in the Arr.l.cd VOTces of the United £tates on 
~cti.ve cnty dl.!ring the Viet N~m Er:'. 2nd 'i;)ho has been disch::l1:ged or re
leased thcrefrom l!11der honor2ble conditions. A veteran of the Viet :tram 
E:-<~ Sh;l!1 have served on active Cl1ty fOl" n period of more than IS') days, any 
pat't cJ: y!hich occurred after August 4, Ig64, except if he was discharged for 
a se!'vi:::c-connected disability after sllch date. 

§ 43. Yiet Nam Era Veterans Studmt~ssistance Program 

Tr'::!,e is created upon the boob of the E'~ate a special Viet Nam Era Vet
era!!s E'tl'dent Assistance Program A.ccoun~. A fund is appropriated to the 
PCT."eau of Veterans ~ervices to estC1!:Jlish a Viet Nam Era Veterans ~tudent 
ASs£st2i1Ce Proe;ran to be distributed to II/Iaine resident Viet tJam Era Vet
er2!1C l~'S'h school g:aduates, or equivolcnt, in IVraine public and private insti
tntr.cr!s c< higher ec'ucat:on. £tl.!dents, to be eligible, must shm."l financial 
need 2S determined by guidelines arid c;:ite~b est20Iished by the Eureau of 
Vctc-an~, Services, and must be enrolled in an eligi.ble institut:'on so \'!edgr.at
er1 hr th" Bureau of Veterans ~ervkes. The [',rnOl'Ut of award shan be bC'.sed 
OI'. neer1, but shall not fall below the minir.mm cf Oroo per acacc!!'.lc year, nor 
eycef'd 'cl-te maximum of $500 per academic year, providing tl~nt H the Viet 
t'Ir:r. Era veteran ctuccnt is enrolled in <:I private ir:stitc1.t:'on, that c~id privnte 
inct~tntl0.n would ~llow for a credh, to the Vi.et I'~ <l:r.1 Ern stUdent, in tuition 
cc~.ts l!' an t!mount e<:!unl to the j1:ate's mO:1ctC':ry t!vlQrcl. 

S~C. 2. Approp,rint;on. There is appropri'1.,ted fron the Unappropriated 
S'.lrpb" of the General Fund the st1n of $2S",OOO for the fiscal year ending 
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SENATE N.1ENDHENT1l. VI to S.P. 539, L.D. 1758 

.Tunt': 30, :974, and $250,000 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1975. This will 
p1'('vi~e for nn avel'agc subsi.dy of approximately $250 for approximately 1,000 
Vi.et ~TafTI Era vet,~!an students and the necessary costs of administration by 
tl:.e Bureau of Vetcl':lnS Services, 

Sr'pit-~M.t{i 0V FJj# 
T~le pt1.rposc of this bill is reflected in the first section of the bill and in 

ac r1 ;tic:' to this the State is already providing a subsidy to students attending 
rt'hl' . in<ituticns in the form of IO'wer tuition rates than are charged in pri
\"2;' in' ··tUCOl1S, The pt1~!k institutions b,'{f3limited admissions capabilities 
Y.·h'_~:o··:d be nllevi~,tecl if Flore veterans could afford to attend private in
E·:,'·c· ... :.~MS. This eill v.rould ~UO\,T the veteran student a wider choice of insti
tt1tiC':~G v.-hich he cot11d afford to :rttcnd. 

(~peers) .,.!./..., 
NAME: C ~----?;,'/7~, 

/" ··!jJj-eJtnl:'<jIO ... E€A-d._-.) 
./ /- '" II 

/ 
I 

COr'iN'l'v,,, K ~b . b ,1 .. , /_ .j~.m1ebec 
I . 
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