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New Draft of: S. P. 223, L. D. 658 

ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1534 

S. P. 478 In Senate, March 21, 1973 
Reported by Senator Cummings of Penobscot from the Committee on 

Natural Resources and printed under Joint Rules No. 18. 
HARRY N. STARBRANCH, Secretary 

STATE OF MAINE 

l~ THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEE~ IfLJ?\DRED 
SEVENTY-TT-m.EE 

AN ACT to Include Operators of Industrial Wastewater Treatment Plants 
in the Operator Certification Program. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. R. S., T. ~'l, § 4171, sub-§ 3, amended. The first sentence of sub­
section 3 of section 4171 of Title 32 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by 
chapter 237 of the public laws of 1969, is amended to read as follows: 
"Operator" shall mean the person who has direct responsibility for the oper­
ation of any wast,ewater treatment plant ~fl1i iT ~e pl:lfj'l0se. 

Sec. 2. R. S., Title 32, § 4171, sub-§ 4, amended. Subsection 4 of section 
4171 of Title 32 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by chapter 237 of the 
public laws of 1969, and as amended, is further amended to read as follows: 

4. Wastewater treatment plant. "Wastewater treatment plant" shall 
mean the facility or group of units provided for the treatment of wastewater, 
either or hoth sewage and industrial wastes, and for the reduction and han­
dling of sewage removed from such wastes, except subsurface sewage dis­
posal systems including but not limited to, septic tanks, drainage beds, cess­
pools and other such similar systems. 

Sec. 3. R. S., T. 32, § 4172, amended. Section 4172 of Title 32 of the Re­
vised Statutes, as enacted by chapter 237 of the public laws of 1969, and as 
amended by section 12 of chapter 618 of the public laws of 1971, is further 
amended to read as follows: 

§ 4172. Classification 

The board shall classify all wastewater treatment plants frclt:tfrt!y ~ €TF 

~4 .fer ttS-e ~ .ffie ~ with due regard to the size, type, character of 
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wastewater to be treated and other physical conditions affecting such treat­
ment plants and shall specify the qualifications the operator in responsible 
charge must have to snpcryise successfully the operation of said facilities 
so as to protect the public health or prevent nuisance conditions or unlawful 
pollution. 

Sec. 4. R. S., T. 32, § 4177-A, additional. Title 32 of the Revised Statutes 
is amended by adding a new section 4177-A to read as follows: 

§ 4I77-A. Special certification 

Persons affected by this legislation who are operators of wastewater treat­
ment plants who have, on the effective date of this Act, served for at least 6 
of the last 12 months in the capacity of operators of wastewater treatment 
plants not previously covered by section 4172 shall be issued special certifica­
tion, which shall be renewable but shall be limited to operators who qualify 
under this section and only be effective in connection with operations at the 
wastewater treatment plant where the operator was employed at the time 
of the original certification. A certificate so issued will be valid only for 
that particular classification level of wastewater treatment plants. 




