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ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1211 

S. P. 409 In Senate, March 6, 1973 
Referred to the Committee on Transportation. Sent down for concurrence 

and ordered printed. 
HARRY N. STARBRANCH, Secretary 

Presented by Senator Graffam of Cumberland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY-THREE 

AN ACT Providing for Motor Vehicle Operator's License Classification. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec.!. R. S., T. 29, § 531, amended. The last sentence of section 531 of 
Title 29 of the Revised Statutes is repealed as follows: 
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Sec. 2. R. S., T. 29, § 531, amended. Section 531 of Title 29 of the Revised 
Statutes is amended by adding at the end the following new paragraphs, to 
read as follows: 

The Secretary of State shaH issue a classified license which shall indicate 
the classification for which the applicant has made application and has there
for qualified by examination or by such other means as the Secretary of State 
shall prescribe. 

Effective January I, 1974, all original licenses issued to operate motor vehi
cles and all renewals to operate such vehicles issued by the Secretary of State 
shall be invalid for the operation of vehicles other than the class of license so 
endorsed. The Secretary of State shall appropriately examine each applicant, 
as provided in section 581, according to the class for which application was 
made. The license of each applicant shall be endorsed appropriately with 
respect to his qualifications to operate said vehicles. The fee for each such 
examination shall be $'3. The fee for each subsequent examination shall be 
$2. 
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There shall be 3 classes of licenses which shall entitle the holder to operate 
motor vehicles or a combination of vehicles as follows: 

I. Class I. Any motor vehicle or combination of vehicles, including "Class 
2 or 3," except school bus, motorcycle or motor driven cycle; 

2. Class 2. Any single unit vehicle of over 18,000 pounds gross weight, 
any bus carrying passengers, including "Class 3," exc,ept school bus, motor
cycle or motor driven cycle; 

3. Class 3. Any motor vehicle or combination of vehicles not exceeding 
a gross weight of r8,000 pounds, except school bus, motorcycle or motor driven 
cycle; 

4. Motorcycle or motor driven cycle; school bus; special endorsement. 
School buses, motorcycles or motor driven cycles shall not be given a separate, 
class but their use shall be provided for by special endorsement on their op
erator's lic,ense. Such endorsement shall be made only after the applicant has 
successfully passed such examination designed for the specific vehicle as pro
vided elsewhere in this Title. 

For a period of one year from the effective date of this Act, persons holding 
a valid license to operate motor vehicles, issued by the Secretary of State, 
provided such licenses are not suspended or revoked and provided that such 
licenses are not restricted to the operation of motorcycles or motor driven 
cycles only, may apply to the Secretary of State to have such licenses en
dorsed "Class r" or "Class 2" without payment of additional fee and without 
examination as follows: 

1. Experience qualification for endorsement. Application for endorsement 
must be submitted on such form as the S,ecretary of State shall prescribe, ac
companied by affidavit of experience from both applicant and employer and 
past driving record, if any, if such record is not readily available within the 
records section of the Motor Vehicle Division, or supplying other such infor
mation as the Secretary of State shall require to determine whether the ap
plicant has adequate experience for the class applied for. 

2. Experience. Acc,epted as satisfactory experience: 

A. At least one full year during the past 3 years of full-time paid experi
ence operating a vehicle in the class applied for or at least ro,ooo miles of 
driving experience during the past year operating a vehicle in the class ap
plied for; 

B. Accepted in lieu of an affidavit from the employer, the applicant may 
submit records that the Department of Transportation, Federal Highway 
Administration requires a motor carrier to maintain or records of the Maine 
Public Utilities Commission or similar public agency in another state show
ing experience as provided in paragraph A; 

C. Where an applicant does not qualify under the foregoing requirements, 
but claims entitlement to such endorsement, he may complete an applica
tion for such endorsement, outlining in detail his experience, training or 
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special circumstances. Such application may be submitted to the Secretary 
of State for consideration. 

No application for endorsement is required for a "Class 3" license. 

Any person who operates a vehicle or combination not included within the 
class of license issued to him is deemed to be operating a vehicle without be
ing duly licensed and is subj.ect to the general penalties for such offenses as 
provided in section 2303. 

Nothing in this section shall prevent a member of an organized or volun
teer fire department, holding a valid operator's license, from operating fire 
apparatus in response to an emergency fire alarm signal when a qualified li
censed driver is not immediately available. 

Nothing in this section shall prevent any employer from imposing more 
stringent or additional qualifications, requir,ements, examinations or certifi
cates than are imposed herein. 

Sec. 2. Appropriation. There is appropriated to the office of the Secre
tary of State, Division of Motor Vehicles, from the General Highway Fund, 
the sum of $109,846.04 to carry out this Act. The breakdown shall be as 
follows: 

SECRETARY OF STATE 

Division of Motor Vehicles 
Personal Services 
All Other 
Capital Expenditures 

(8) $37,34I.I6 
7,283.58 
3,767.62 

$48,392 .36 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

(8) $56,707.68 
4,746.00 

$6IA53·68 

Under our present licensing procedure a young driver or any driver ob
taining his initial license by examination in a small compact vehicle may 
immediately operate one of our largest complex combination vehicles without 
adequate training or experience. Passage of this Act would improve the 
quality of driving by establishing a more effective licensing procedure through 
license classification. It would further improve safety on our highways by 
requiring examination prior to legal operation of such vehicles thus assuring 
drivers are more fully competent in handling larger vehicles safely. 




