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STATE OF MAINE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

106TH LEGISLATURE 

"A" 
HOUSE AMENDMENT to HOUSE AMENDMENT"A" to S.P. 377, L.D. 1108, 

Bill, "AN ACT Regulating the Interception of Wire and Oral Communi-

cations." 

Amend said ~~endment by striking out all of paragraph A of 

subsection 3 of that part designated "s 709." and inserting in place 

thereof the following 

IA. Any telephone or telegraph instrument, equipment or facility 
I 
1 

or any/component thereof being used by a communication common 
------~~~~~~~~~~=-~~~~~~~~----------~~~~~~~~~ , 
carrie* in the ordinary course of its business or extension telephones 

used bl a subscriber to telephon~~vicelor' 
\ 

Fllrther a.mend said Amendment by striking out in the 2nd para-

graph the first 2 lines of subsection 1 of that part designated "s 710." 

and inserting in place thereof the following: 

'1. Interc~ption{ oral COIT~~lic~!i~S prohibited. Any person, 

other than an ewploY3e o~_a_coIT~on carrier as defined in this chapter 

or a law enforcement officer carrying out practices otherwise per-

mi tted by this chaE..ter, \<7.0;0 wil~fully intercepts I attempts to inter-

ccp~ or procures any other' 

Further amend said Amendment by striking out 

all of subsection 5 of that part designated "s 710." and inserting in 

place thereof the following: 

'5. Possession of interception devices prohibited, __ A person, 

other- t.han an employee of a corrunon carrier as defined in this chapter 

or a law enforcement officer carrying out practices otherwise p(~r-

mitted by this chapter, who has in his possession any device, contri-

(~ ~·fr--07~) 
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va?ce, machine or aeP.aratus designed or commonly used for inter-

cepting wire or oral communications defined in this chapter, shall 

be punished.by imErisonment for not more than 2 years or by a fine 

of not more than $5,000, or by both. 

interception 
6. Sale of j _ _ _ devices prohibited. A person who sells, 

exchanges, delivers, barte£§.L gives or furnishes or possesses with 

an intent to sell any dev!ce, contrivance, machine or apparatus 

d~si01ed or commonly used for the interception of wireor oral communi-

cation? as defined in this chapter, shall be punished by imprisonment 
and 

f()_:r ns:..t- more than 10 years / by a fine of not more than $10,000 for 

each offense. 

A~_F:~~~ption. Devices manufactured under written contract 

for:- E ale t-o COITLmon cc:.rriers and law enforcement agencies, 
---.....-.. ---, .. ~,---------

provided that the I2rod£~tion of any such device shall not 

have commence~Jio~ to the signing of said contract by both 

-,-' ! 
r~.rl-le~_ 

Furt.her amend said Amendment -.--------... -.-----.... -.--.. --.. -.-.----).. by s·triking 

out in the 4tn and 5th lines of that part designated "§ 712.", after 

the underlined word and puncutation "carrier," the following under­

lined words: "whose facilities are used in the transmission of a wire 

comrnuni.cation" and inserting in place thereof the following: 1 as 

def:..:.~!:!:.~c1 in this chapt~~L ~ 

Further amenc said Amendment---------·------ by inserting 

at the end of the first para.graph of that part designated "§ 7l~." 

before the period, the following: ',Dar shall any s~ch officer, 

employee or agent use or disclose to a.nother the content!:' as defined 

C7~ ~,/f- S7V 
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in this c_1:::9.P..!~_!- of the communication so intercepted. I 

amendment .... ~ " _ ... ___ . 
Fnrthe:r.c1mend said I by inserting at the end of the last 

line of t.he la.st. paragraph before the Statement of Fact and before 

the perio("l thp. following underlined words and punctuation: I, except 

.!:!!~t~~?y evidence so obtained shall not be admissible in a court 

of laH! 

Statement of Fact 

The purpose of this amendment is to prohibit the in t.erception 

of wire and oral communications and to create civil and criminal 

penalties therefor; and further to allow exceptions for employees of 

cJmmml..i.cil.t.ions common carriers in the ordinary course of their duties; 

and for law enforcement officers consistent with the rule of 

T:2.\'I'BBTTN v n.s. 355 us 107 (1957). 

Fi.led by Hr. Hartin of Eagle Lake. 

Reproduced ~nJ distributed under the direction of the Clerk of the 
}\:-,11 s (' . 
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