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(EMERGENCY) 

ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 506 

H. P. 377 House of Representatives, January 31, 1973 
Referred to the Committee on Human Resources. Sent up for concurrence 

and ordered printed. 
E. LOUISE LINCOLN, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. Hewes of Cape Elizabeth. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY-THREE 

AN ACT to Establish within the Department of Indian Affairs a Bureau of 
Indian Police. 

Emergency pream ~ "\Vhereas, Acts of the Legislature do not become 
effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

"\Vhereas. the following legislation is vitally necessary in order to qualify 
for federal law enforcement funds for the coming year; and 

\Vhereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emer­
gency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the fol­
lowing legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the puhlic 
peace, health and safety; now, ther.~fore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. R. S., T. 22, § 4716, repealed and replaced. Section 4716 of Title 
22 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 77-13 of chapt"r 622 of the 
puhlic laws of 1971, is repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 

§ 4716. Bureau of Indian Police 

There is established within the Department of Indian Affairs a Bureau of 
Indian Police. The Commissioner of Indian Affairs shall appoint, subject to 
the Personnel Law, a chid of police who shall have the rank of lieutenant. 

1. Powers and duties. The Chief of Indian Police shall act as executive 
head of the Bureau of Indian Police and shall, under the direction and sub­
ject to the approval of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, perform the duties 
of his office. 
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The chief may designate an Indian police officer to act as his deputy with the 
rank of sergeant and may enlist other suitable persons as members of the 
Indian police force on each of the Indian Reservations in this State with all 
the powers and duties of municipal police officers in the enforcement of the 
laws of the State and with authority to take any offender before any court of 
competent jurisdiction within his county. 

2. Rules and regulations; manual. The Chief of Indian Police shall be 
authorized to promulgate all rul.es and regulations necessary for the proper 
administration and conduct of the Bureau of Indian Police and shall publish 
such rules in a "Manual for the Bureau of Indian Police." 

3. Advisory board. An Indian law enforcement advisory board shall be 
organized to assist the Bureau of Indian Police comprised of: The 3 tribal 
governors; sheriffs of Penobscot and Washington counties; the Commission­
er of Public Safety; the chiefs of Old Town and Calais Police Departments; 
and such others as the Commissioner of Indian Affairs may wish to appoint. 
The board shall have such powers and duties as are published in the "Manual 
for the Bureau of Indian Police." 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this 
Act shall take effect when approved. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This legislation is necessary in order to upgrade and improve law enforce­
ment on the Indian reservations. 




