
 
MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE 

 
 
 

The following document is provided by the 

LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY 

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library 
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied 
(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions) 

 
 



ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 190 

S. P. 73 In Senate, January 17, 1973 
Referred to Committee on Transportation. Sent down for concurrence and 

ordered printed. 
HARRY N. STARBRANCH, Secretary 

Presented by Senator Hichens of York. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY-THREE 

AN ACT Revising the School Bus Law. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., T. 29, § 20II, amended. The last sentence of the first para­
graph of section 201 I of Title 29 of the Revised Statutes, as repealed and 
replaced by section I of chapter II 3 of the public laws of 1967, is amended 
to read as follows: 

Buses operated by a motor carrier having a certificate of public convenience 
and necessity issued by the Public Utilities Commission under Title 35, 
sections I SOl to ISI8, which comply with the requirements of the commission 
shall not be regarded as "school buses", provided that whenever such buses 
bear a sign and are equipped with flashing lights, as provided in this section, 
sections 20I4 and 2303 shall apply to such buses. 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. 29, § 20II, amended. The last paragraph of section 20II 
of Title 29 of the Revised Statutes, as repealed and replaced by section I of 
chapter I 13 of the public laws of 1967 and as amended by chapter 214 of the 
public laws of 197I, is further amended to read as follows: 

Any motor vehicle e4-her ~ €~ ~rn~ ~ "" fMl~ ettffter fia'fil'lg "" 
eeFtifieate 6-f ~ €~ffl.ett€e ~ nee~ssit" t5-s-ttffi ~ -HTe +4thl-te Utilities 
~·i5-5f.Effl ~-F +tHe "3"5", ~~ +58+ ffi ~ compling with the uni­
form school bus standards as to color and no longer used for school purposes 
or used as a school bus during any part of the current school year may retain 
such color, but shall not be registered or licensed to operate in this State 
until all markings and identification which would identify such vehicle as a 
school bus h~ve been removed and distinguishing lights have been rendered 
inoperative. This paragraph shall not apply to buses operated by a motor 
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carrier having a certificate of public convenience and necessity issued by the 
Public Utilities Commission under Title 35, sections 1501 to ISIS unless such 
buses bare a sign and are equipped with Bashing lights as provided in this 
section, in which cases such buses shall comply with this paragraph. 

STATE1\IENT OF FACT 

Recently, a District Court refused to convict a person charged with having 
passed a bus bearing a sign and equipped with flashing lights, at a time when 
it was discharging school children, because the bus was operated by a motor 
carrier having a certificate of public convenience and necessity from the Pub­
lic Utilities Commission, and was thus not regarded as a "school bus". This 
amendment recognizes that some buses operated by motor carriers possessing 
the reference P.U.c. certificate have voluntarily affixed signs and flashing 
lights to buses used to transport school children, and that when carriers do 
so, the school children on such buses are entitled to the protection afforded 
in sections 2014 and 2303 of Title 29 . 
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