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New Draft of H. P. 1551, L. D. 2012 
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 2060 

H. P. 1609 House of Representatives, March 7, 1972 
Reported by 5 members (Report "B") of the Committee on State Govern

ment and ordered printed under Joint Rules No. 18. 
BERTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY -TWO 

AN ACT Implementing the Reorganization of the Department of Human 
Services. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec.!. R. S., T. 2, § 6, sub-§ 1, amended. The 2nd and 3rd lines from the 
end of subsection I of section 6 of Title 2 of the Revised Statutes are repealed 
and the following enacted in place thereof: 

Commissioner of Human Services; 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. 5, § 3501, repealed. Section 3501 of Title 5 of the Revised 
Statutes, as enacted by chapter 493 of the public laws of 1971, is repealed. 

Sec. 3. R. S., T. 22, § 1, repealed and replaced. Section 1 of Title 22 of 
the Revised Statutes, as amended, is repealed and the following enacted in 
place thereof: 

§1. Department; organization 

There is created and established the Department of Human Services, here
inafter in this Title and Title 34 called the "department," to maximize the 
human capabilities of people of the State of Maine by developing, organizing, 
applying the health, medical and social services for prevention or ameliora
tion of conditions, disadvantageous to the achievement of individual, group or 
community potential. 

The department shall consist of the previous Departments of Health and 
Welfare, the Department of Mental Health and Corrections, the Committee 
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on Children and Youth, the Gov,ernor's Advisory Council on the Status of 
Women and the Committee on Aging and such other departments and agen
cies as may be assigned to the department by the Legislature from time to 
time. The department shall be under the control and supervision of a Com
missioner of Human Services, hereinafter in this Title and Title 34 called the 
"commissioner," who shall be appointed by the Gov,ernor with the advice and 
consent of the Council for a term coterminous with the Governor and until 
his successor is appointed and qualified. The commissioner may be removed 
only for cause by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Council, 
after due notice and hearing. 

The commissioner may appoint a deputy commissioner, bureau directors 
and regional directors as may be necessary to carry out the work of the 
department with the advice and consent of the Governor and Council to 
serve for a term coterminous with the commissioner, subject to removal for 
cause. Their compensation shall be fixed by the commissioner with the ap
proval of the Governor and Council. 

The commissioner may employ division heads, assistants, employees and 
clerks, subject to the Personnel Law. Such deputy commissioner, deputies, 
bureau heads, regional directors, directors, division heads, assistants, em
ployees and clerks shall have such duties and responsibilities as are assigned 
to them by the commissioner. 

In the event of a vacancy in the office of commissioner because of death, 
resignation, removal or other cause, the deputy commissioner and the vari
ous deputies, bureau chiefs, directors, division heads, assistants, employees 
and clerks in said department shall continue in office and perform such duties 
as have been prescribed for or assigned to them. 

The commissioner shall be responsible to the Governor. He shall be the 
chief executive and administrative officer of the department with full respon
sibility and authority for planning, coordinating, directing and administering 
the functions vested in the department. 

Within the department there shall be an administrative unit with the duty 
and function to administer the federal Older Americans Act activities on be
half of the State of Maine. Notwithstanding other provisions of law for pur
poses of the state plan required by the federal Older Americans Act, said 
administrative unit is designated as the single state agency responsible for 
administration of the plan and is primarily responsible for coordination of 
Maine programs related to the purposes of the Older Americans Act. Said 
administrative unit shall be under the control and supervision of the com
missioner, and shall be a part of a central services staff unit, or a central 
planning and management staff unit, or such other central administrative 
unit equal in administrative level to a bureau as may be designated by the 
commissioner. Notwithstanding other provisions of law, it is the intention 
of the Legislature that the functions of said administrative unit shall not 
be decentralized, since decentralization would be inconsistent with proper 
fiscal management of the Older Americans Act and with the provisions of 
efficient and effective services for the older citizens of the State of Maine. 
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The commissioner shall appoint a person who shall be responsible for carry
ing out the statutory duties relating to delivery of services to the blind and 
visually handicapped. 

The commissioner shall cooperate with the appropriate federal agencies, 
and shall have the full power and authority to do all acts or things necessary 
or required to be done to receive and administer federal funds in support of 
programs within the department. The department is designated as the sole 
agency for administering and supervising such federal funds. This paragraph 
does not apply to the Safe Streets Act or Law Enforcement Administrative 
Assistance funds. 

During the absence or disability of the commissioner, or in case of vacancy 
in the office of commissioner, the deputy commissioner shall have such du
ties and have the same powers as provided by law for the commissioner. 

Sec. 4. R. S., T. 22, § 6, amended. Section 6 of Title 22 of the Revised 
Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 6. Distribution of functions 

The commissioner shall have the power to distribute the functions and 
duties outlined in #tffl ~ the Revised Statutes applicable to the department 
among the various bureaus, regions, divisions and other administrative units 
created by him or persons designated by him so as to integrate the work 
properly and to promote the most economical and efficient administration of 
the department. 

Wherever in #tffl ~ the Revised Statutes powers and duties are given 
to the department these may be and shall be assumed and carried out by 
such ~ ~ persons or bureaus, regions, divisions or other administrative 
units as the commissioner shall designate and create from time to time, and 
these powers and duties so delegated may in turn be delegated to subordi
nates by the said persons or bureau, region, division or other unit clifeetsf9 
heads with the approval of the commissioner. 

Sec. 5. R. S., T. 34, § I, amended. The first, 2nd and 5th paragraphs of 
section I of Title 34 of the Revised Statutes, as amended, are further amend
ed to read as follows: 

The Department of Mefltal Health ~ ~eetisfl8 Human Services, as 
ftefetsfElfe established in Title 22, hereinafter in this Title called the "depart
ment," shall have general supervision, management and control of the re
search and planning, grounds, buildings and property, officers and employees, 
and patients and inmates of all of the following state institutions: The hos
pitals for the mentally ill, Pineland Hospital and Training Center, the State 
Prison, the Men's Correctional Center and the Women's Correctional Center, 
the juvenile institutions, ~ GovefflsF gEmteF ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ the 
Military and Naval Children's Home and such other charitable and correc
tional state institutions as may be created from time to time. All orders of 
commitment, medical and administrative records in the department are held 
to be confidential. Such records may be subpoenaed by a court of record. 
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+ITe ae~af1:l'HeHt ~ -8e tttt4et= tM €8H1:fsl ~ Stl~eFlisi8H ~ ft C8mI'His 
~ ~ MeH1:al Heal1:h ~ C8ffeeti8HS, ftS hefe1:8f8Fe a~~8iH1:ea ~ fl.e.i:e
~ ffi #Ms +tHe ~ tM "e81'HI'Hissi8Hef," ~ ~ -8e a~~siHtea ~ #te 
GO¥efl~OF wi-HT #te ~ ~ e8HseHt ~ tM C8tlHeil; ~ a~~siH1:l'HeH1: ~ 
-8e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ StleeeSS8F is a~~8iH1:ea ftoft4 EItlaliiiea, ffl' ~ 
tM ~leastlFe ~ tM Gs .. eFHOF ftoft4 CstlHeil. AH,- .. aeaHey ~ -8e 4H+e4 ~ 
a}'l}'l8iH1:l'HeH1: ~ ft ~~. +ITe e8I'HfHissisHeF ~ -8e ft ~eFS8H en~eFieHeea 
ffi iHs1:ittl1:i8Hal aamiHis1:FatioH, ~ ftS ft stl}'leFiHteH@eHt, eftte+ tne@ieal ~
H-ee¥ ffl' btlsiHeSS tnaHa~eF, ffl' ~ ~ fl.a4 ~ satisfaet8FY en~eFieHee ffi 
tM @iFeetisH ~ ~ ~ ft e8fH~aFable ft8:tttFe. ~ The commissioner of 
Human Services, hereinafter in this Title called the "commissioner", shall 
have the power to appoint institutional heads as shall be necessary for the 
proper performance of the duties of said department~~. Such appoint
ments shall be subject to the Personnel Law, except as otherwise provided 
in this Title. ~ ~ a}'l~8iHt ~ ~ efH}'l18yees ftS ~ -8e l'leeessaFY; 
~ ~ a~~8iH1:fHeHts ~ -8e stlbj eet ~ tM PeFs8l'lHel ~, ~ ftS 

otheF" ise ~F8viaea ffi 4,ffl +i4+e. The heads or superintendents of the several 
said institutions under the department shall report directly to the said com
missioner or his designee. Each institutional head shall be experienced in the 
management of the particular type of institution to which he is assigned. 

\AlheFeveF ffi -tMs +tHe }'l8 Ii eFS ~ ~ Me ~ ~ #te @e~aFttneHt ~ 
~ -8e ftoft4 ~ -8e asstlmea ftoft4 eaFFiea ~ ~ ~ ~ #te iHs1:ittltt8l'lal ffl' 

btlFeatl ~ ftS #te e8fHmissi8HeF ~ aesi~Ha1:e ~ -ttme ~ ~, ftM ~ 
~8 defEl ftoft4 ~ ~ @eleg=8:tea ~ ffi ~ -8e @ele~ate@ ~ #te ~ ~
~ ffl' btlFeatl ~ wi-HT tM a~~fs .. 'al ~ #te e8fHfHissi8l'leF. 

Sec. 6. R. S., T. 34, § 525, amended. Section 525 of Title 34 of the Re
vised Statutes, as enacted by chapter 20 of the public laws of I967 and as 
amended by section 66 of chapter S90 of the public laws of 1969, is further 
amended to read as follows: 

§ 525. Establishment; purposes 

The -gtlfeatl ~ CSFfeetisHS, ftS heFetof€Jfe eshtblishe@ ~ #te department 
shall be responsible for the direction and general administrative supervision 
of the correctional programs within the Maine State Prison, the Men's Cor
rectional Center, the Women's Correctional Center and the Juvenile Training 
Centers. 

Sec. 7. R. S., T. 34, § 526, repealed. Section 526 of Title 34 of the Revised 
Statutes, as enacted by chapter 20 of the public laws of I967, is repealed. 

Sec. 8. R. S., T. 34, § 1591, amended. Section I59I of Title 34 of the 
Revised Statutes, as repealed and replaced by section 3 of chapter 319 of the 
public laws of I969 and as amended by section 4 of chapter 528 of the public 
laws of 1971, is further amended to read as follows: 

§ 1591. Probation and parole services 

The Divisi8H ~ PFsbati8H ftM ~ ~ tM "BtlFeatl ~ G8FFeeti8l'lS ~ 
tM De~aFtfHel'lt ~ ~{eHtB:l Health ftoft4 COff'eetiSl'l3 department shall be 
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charged with the administration of probation and parole services within the 
State. ~ fii i isi8R It shall consist of ~ ]3f8B8oti8R ~ ~ 8iHeefs ~ 
~ such other administrative employees as may be necessary in carrying out 
its functions. 

~ Divisi8R ~ Pf8B8oti8R ~ ~ ~ -Be ~ +ft.e Elifeeti8R ~ +ft.e 
Difeet8f ~ Pf8B8oti8R ~ ~, ffi .t;.Ms efi8o]3tef ~ +ft.e "Elifeet8f," ~ 
~ -Be 8o]3]38iRteEl e,. #te Difeet8f ~ CSffeetisRs, StlBjeet ~ +ft.e PefssRRel 
+mw. 

The Di i isisft ~ PfsB80tisR ~ ~ department may provide necessary 
specialized services and procedures for the constructive rehabilitation of ju
veniles. The ElivisisH department in the exercise of its administration may 
obtain psychiatric, psychological and other necessary services. The @ivisi8R 
department shall provide necessary investigation of any criminal case or mat
ter including presentence investigation when requested by the court having 
jurisdiction, and shall provide investigation when requested by the board. 

Sec. 9. R. S., T. 34, § 1592, amended. Section 1592 of Title 34 of the 
Revised Statutes, as repealed and replaced by section 4 of chapter 319 of the 
public laws of 1969 and as amended, is further amended to read as follows: 

§ 1592. Powers and duties of the commissioner 

The Elifeet8f commissioner or his designee shall: 

1. Standards and policies. Establish and administer standards, policies 
and procedures for the field probation and parole service and institutional 
parole officers; 

2. Appointees. Appoint, subject to the Personnel Law, Elistriet ]3rs@8oti8H 
~ t*H'~ stll'efvisi8fS, ~ I'fSB8ot:i81'1: ftfio4 ~ siHeefs ~ such ~ 
employees as may be required to carry out adequate supervision of all pro
bationers, and of all parolees from the penal and correctional institutions, and 
prescribe their powers and duties; 

3. Cooperation. Cooperate closely with the board and the criminal and 
juvenile courts 4e iRstittlt:isR8ol ~ ~ ~ iRstittlti8R8ol ]3efssRHel; 

4. Recommendations; regions. Make recommendations to the board in 
cases of violation of the conditions of parole, issue warrants for the arrest of 
parole violators; notify the superintendents of the institutions of determina
tions made by the board. The Elireetsr commissioner or his designee shall 
divide the State into administrative Elistriets regions and shall staff such 
rJistriets regions. He shall provide instruction and training courses for ~
~ ;;rtt4 ~ sllleers employees charged with probation and parole func
tions. The clifeet8f commissioner or his designee shall be the executive of
ficer and secretary of the board, and shall have the authority to sign docu
ments, including warrants and extradition papers for the board, when so 
instructed by the board. 

Sec. 10. R. S., T. 34, § 1593, repealed. Section 1593 of Title 34 of the 
Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 1 of chapter 326 of the public laws of 
1969, is repealed. 
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Sec. I I. R. S., T. 34, § 2001, amended. Section 2001 of Title 34 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 2001. Mental health programs 

The "Btueati e+ Mental Health, fto9 hefetsfsfe efeate8: ~ ~ De~aftfHeHt 
e+ MeHtal Health ftoH4 CSffeetiens department shall be responsible for the 
direction of the mental health programs in the institutions within the depart
ment and shall be responsible for the promotion and guidance of mental 
health programs within the several communities of the State. 

Sec. 12. R. S., T. 34, § 2002, repealed. Section 2002 of Title 34 of the 
Revised Statutes is repealed. 

Sec. 13. R. S., T. 34, § 2061, amended. Section 2061 of Title 34 of the 
Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 1 of chapter 535 of the public laws of 
1969, is amended to read as follows: 

§ 2061. Mental retardation programs 

The De~aftfHeHt e+ AIeHtS,l "Health ftoH4 CSffeetisHs department shall be 
responsible for the direction of mental retardation programs in the institu
tions of the department and shall be responsible for the planning, promotion, 
coordination and development of a complete and integrated state-wide pro
gram for the mentally retarded and shall serve as liaison, coordinator and 
consultant to the several state departments in accomplishing the provision of 
such comprehensive services. ~ ts- efeate8: ~ ~ 8:e~aftHl:eHt ft ~
~ e+ MeHtal Retaf8:atisH +6 ~ ~ #tese fes~eHsilolilities. 

Sec. 14. R. S., T. 34, § 2062, repealed. Section 2062 of Title 34 of the 
Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 1 of chapter 535 of the public laws 
of 1967, is repealed. 

Sec. 15. R. S., T. 34, § 2104, amended. The first paragraph of section 
2104 of Title 34 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

In every state institution, to which a mentally ill, feebleminded or epilep
tic person may be committed, the department shall appoint a physician ex
perienced in the care and treatment of such persons, and the necessary as
sistants to such physician ftoH4 ~ sf~aHi!'!e ftoH4 a8:fHiHistef ~ fti.s ~
~ ft gtifeati ~ CSH1Hl:tiRity £ef, iee ffi. ~ 8:istfiet ~ ~ ~ iHstittitisH. 
The duties of said "Btifeati department shall be: 

Sec. 16. R. S., T. 34, § 2104, sub-§ 4, amended. The last sentence of sub
section 4 of section 2104 of Title 34 of the Revised Statutes is amended to 
read as follows: 

In this work the Btifeati department may cooperate with local authorities, 
schools and social agencies. 

Sec. 17. R. S., T. 34, § 2421, sub-§ 2, repealed and replaced. Subsection 2 

of section 2421 of Title 34 of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the follow
ing enacted in place thereof: 

2. Determination of settlement. If the department shall determine that 
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neither the proposed patient nor any person liable for support under section 
2512 is able to pay expenses of examination and commitment, it shall de
termine whether the proposed patient has a legal settlement within the State. 
If it is determined that the proposed patient has a legal settlement within 
the State, the department shall seek reimbursement from the municipality of 
legal settlement. 

Sec. 18. Amendatory clause. vVherever in the Revised Statutes or laws 
there is a reference to the "Department of Mental Health and Correc
tions", "Department of Health and \Velfare", "Health and Welfare", "De
partment of Health and Welfare of the State of Maine", "State Depart
ment of Health and Welfare", "Bureau of Health in the Department of 
Health and Welfare", "State Division of Probation and Parole", "Division 
of Probation and Parole", "Probation and Parole Division under the Bureau 
of Corrections", "Bureau of Mental Health", "Bureau of Corrections", "Divi
sion of Corrections", "Bureau of J\1ental Retardation", "Bureau of Health", 
"State Bureau of Health", "Bureau of Social vVelfare", or to a "division" or 
"bureau" of any, or the "Division of Eye Care", or to action through any of 
these divisions or bureaus, the words shall mean the Department of Human 
Services. 

Sec. 19. Amendatory clause. Wherever in the Revised Statutes or laws 
there is a reference to the "Commissioner of Mental Health and Corrections", 
"Commissioner of Health and Welfare", "Commissioner", "State Director of 
Probation and Parole", "office of the director of the Division of Probation 
and Parole", "Director of Probation and Parole", "Director of Corrections", 
"Commissioner of Corrections", "Director of the Bureau of Mental Retarda
tion", "Director of the Division of Eye Care", the "Director of Health", "Di
rector of the Bureau of Health", "Director of the Division of Sanitary En
gineering of the Bureau of Health", or the "Director of the Division of Sani
tary Engineering", those words shall mean the Commissioner of Human 
Services or his designee. 

Sec. 20. Amendatory clause. Wherever in the Revised Statutes or laws 
there is a reference to the "Division of Child Welfare", or to action, "through 
the Bureau of Social Welfare", "through its Bureau of Social Welfare", or 
"through the Bureau of Health" or reference to the "Director of Corrections" 
or to action "with the advice of the Director of Health", those words shall be 
read to mean the Commissioner of Human Services or his designee. 

Sec. 21. Amendatory clause. Wherever in the Revised Statutes or laws 
there is a reference to action by the Commissioner of the Department of 
Health and Welfare with the advice and consent of the Director of Health 
or to action by the Director of the Bureau of Health, the Commissioner of 
the Department of Human Services may take the action without the advice 
or consent of said director, by himself or through his designee. 

Wherever there is a reference in the Revised Statutes or laws to the "State 
Mental Health Authority", that reference shall be read to mean the Depart
ment of Human Services. 
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Wherever there is a reference in the Revised Statutes or laws to the "Head 
of the State Welfare Agency", that reference shall be read to mean the Com
missioner of the Department of Human Services. 

Sec. 22. Transitional provisions. 

1. Effect of transfer of powers, duties and functions. The Department of 
Human Services shall be the successor in every way to the powers, duties 
and functions of the former Departments of Health and Welfare and Mental 
Health and Corrections, or any of their administrative units, except as other
wise provided in this Act. Whenever the Department of Health and Wel
fare or the Department of Mental Health and Corrections or any of their 
bureaus, divisions, institutions, other units or officers thereof are mentioned, 
referred to or designated in or by any law, contract or other document, such 
mention shall be deemed to refer to the Department of Human Services, the 
bureau, institution, division, other unit or officer thereof, in which the powers, 
duties and functions of such department, bureau, division, institution, other 
unit or officer thereof are vested pursuant to or under the authority of this 
Act. Every person presently subject to laws administered by the Depart
ments of Health and Welfare and Mental Health and Corrections or any 
bureau, division, institution, administrative unit or officer thereof shall be 
subject to the same obligations and duties and have the same rights as if 
such statutes were administered by the said Departments of Health and 
Welfare and Mental Health and Corrections or any bureau, division, institu
tion, administrative unit or officer thereof. Every person shall be subject to 
the same penalty or penalties, civil or criminal, for failure to perform any 
obligation or duty or for doing a prohibited act, as if such obligation or duty 
arose from or such act were prohibited by the exercise of such right, func
tion or duty by the Departments of Health and WeHare, or Mental Health 
and Corrections, or bureaus, divisions, institutions, administrative units or 
officers thereof. 

The Commissioner of Human Services shall be the successor in every way 
to the powers, duties, functions and responsibilities of the former commis
sioners of the Departments of Health and WeHare and Mental Health and 
Corrections. 

Whenever reports or notices are now required to be made or given, or 
papers or documents furnished or served by any person to or upon any de
partment, bureau, division, administrative unit, institution or officer abolished 
or amended by this Act, or whose duties with relation to the subject matter 
of such reports, notices, papers or documents have, by this Act, been trans
ferred to another department, bureau, division, unit, institution or officer, the 
same shall be made, given, furnished or served in the same manner to or upon 
the department, bureau, division, institution, administrative unit or officer 
created by or under the authority of this Act and every penalty for failure to 
do so shall continue in effect. The authority of agents, employees and officers 
of the department, who are transferred by this Act, to enforce applicable laws, 
shall continue in effect. 

2. Actions, suits or proceedings not to abate by reorganization; main
tenance by or against successors. No suit, action or other proceeding, ju-
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dicial or administrative, lawfully commenced, or which could have been law
fully commenced, by or against the Departments of Health and Welfare and 
Mental Health and Corrections or any bureau, division, institution, adminis
trative unit or officer thereof shall abate by reason of the enactment of this 
Act or action taken pursuant to its authority. The courts may allow the suit, 
action or other proceeding to be maintained by or against the successor of 
any department, bureau, division, institution, administrative unit or officer 
affected by this Act. 

No criminal action commenced or which could have been commenced by 
the State shall abate by the taking effect of this Act. 

3. Commitments, imprisonment, parole, release or discharge of prisoners 
or inmates. Nothing in this Act is intended or shall be construed to alter or 
in any way or any manner affect the validity of the commitment, imprison
ment, probation, parole, release or discharge of any and all prisoners, in
mates or persons to, by or of any of the departments, bureaus, divisions, in
stitutions, other administrative units or officers affected by this Act, or to 
alter the rules and regulations thereof, except as specifically provided in this 
Act. Persons committed to custody of any official, officer or employee of the 
former Departments of Health and Welfare and Mental Health and Correc
tions shall be deemed committed to the Commissioner of the Department of 
Human Services or his designee. In the event it is determined necessary to 
recommit any person, the Commissioner of Human Services, or his designee, 
shall have the authority to do and perform all acts necessary to secure such 
recommitment. 

4. Rules, regulations and proc,edures. All existing regulations in effect, 
in operation, or promulgated in or by the Departments of Health and Welfare 
and Mental Health and Corrections, or in or by any bureau, division, institu
tion, administrative unit or officer thereof are hereby declared lawful and in 
effect and shall continue in effect until rescinded, revised or amended or 
changed by the Commissioner of Human Services or his designee. 

"Regulation" shall include but is not limited to any regulation, rule, order, 
administrative procedure, policy, determination, directive, authorization, per
mit, license, privilege, requirement, designation or agreement. 

5. Contracts, agreements, compacts. All existing contracts, agreements 
and compacts currently in effect in the Departments of Health and Welfare 
and Mental Health and Corrections or of any bureau, division, institution, 
administrative unit or officer thereof shall continue in effect. 

6. Personnel. All employees and officials of the former Departments of 
Health and Welfare and Mental Health and Corrections are transferred to 
the Department of Human Services and shall continue in their employment 
or office after the effective date of this Act, without interruption of their 
state service, unless such employment or office is terminated or abolished or 
the method of appointment or employment is altered or changed by the pro
visions of this Act. 

The appointments of persons under the provisions of the Revised Statutes 
by any former commissioners or officers of the Departments of Health and 
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WeHare and Mental Health and Corrections, which persons are not consid
ered employees of the State of Maine or appointed subject to the Personnel 
Law, shall continue in effect and such appointees shall serve out the terms 
for which they were appointed. 

7. Creation of administrative units. In carrying out his duties to create 
the administrative structure of the Department of Human Services, the com
missioner shall cooperate with the Federal Government in furtherance of the 
purposes of applicable federal statutes and is authorized to adopt such meth
ods of administration as are found by the Federal Government to be neces
sary for the proper and efficient operation of agreements and to comply with 
other conditions as may be necessary to secure the full benefits of such fed
eral statutes. 

The various bureaus, regions, divisions and such other units as may be 
designated by the commissioner shall be considered the major administrative 
units within the department and, in addition, a central services staff unit, or 
its equivalent, shall be considered equal in administrative level to a bureau 
or region. 

A bureau, division, region or other administrative unit or office or position 
shall be deemed established on the date designated by the commissioner. 

8. Legislative intent. Nothing in this Act is intended or shall be con
strued to permit abolishing or any other alteration of the powers, duties or 
functions of the Governor's Committee on Children and Youth, the Advisory 
Council on the Status of Women and the Committee on Aging. Notwith
standing other provisions of law the powers, duties and functions of said 
committees and council shall not be decentralized. Said committees and 
council are assigned to the department for administrative purposes, but 
shall otherwise remain as they are presently constituted by law. 

The Commissioner of the Department of Human Services shall on or 
before January IS, 1973, and at such other times as may be required by the 
Standing Committee on State Government, file with the committee a con
cise report on the reorganization specifying organizational changes, per
sonnel changes, the reasons therefor and the budgetary implications of the 
reorganization. 

g. Effective date; transitional period. This legislation shall become ef
fective on September I, 1972, except that for the purpose of the appointment 
of a Commissioner of Human Services, Section 3 of this Act shall be effective 
on July I, 1972. The transitional period shall be from September I, 1972 to 
September I, 1973. 

Sec. 23. Funds and equipment transferred. Notwithstanding the Revised 
Statutes, Title 5, section 1585, all accrued expenditures, assets, liabilities, 
balances of appropriations, transfers, revenues or other available funds in any 
account, or subdivision of an account, of any agency to be reallocated to 
another department strictly as a result of the reorganization effort, shall be 
transferred to the proper place in the new structure by the State Controller, 
upon recommendation of the department head, the State Budget Officer and 
upon approval by the Governor and Executive Council. 




