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FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document o No. 1983

S. P. 725 In Senate, January 24, 1972

The Commlttee on State Government suggested.
HARRY N. STARBRANCH Secretary
Presented by Mr. Conley of Cumberland.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SEVENTY-TWO

AN ACT Providing 4-year Terms for County Attorneys and Full-time
County Attorneys for Certain Counties.

Be it enacted by the Pecple of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. R. S, T. 30, § 2, amended. That part of the 2nd paragraph of
section 2 of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes which relates to the county
attorney and assistant county attorneys of Androscoggin County, as amend-
ed, is further amended to read as follows:

full-time county attorney, $3,560 $19,500; st full-time assistant county at-
torney, $6,000 $17,500; secend assistosmt county eattorner, $6,000+

Sec. 2. R. S, T. 30, § 2, amended. That part of the 3rd paragraph of
section 2 of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes which relates to the county at-
torney and assistant county attorney of Aroostook County, as amended, is
further amended to read as follows:

full-time county attorney, $2,566 319,500; full-time assistant county attorney,
&5.5¢0 $17,500;

Sec. 3. R. 8., T. 30, § 2, amended. That part of the 4th paragraph of
section 2 of Title 3o of the Revised Statutes which relates to the county at-
torney and assistant county attorneys of Cumberland County, as amended,
is further amended to read as follows:

full-time county attorney, $*e,006 $19,500; full-time first assistant county at-
torney, $5,866 $17,500; full-time second assistant county attorney, $7e6e

817,500 ; third assistant county atiorney, $7,000+
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Sec. 4. R. 8., T. 30, § 2, amended. That part of the 7th paragraph of
section 2 of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes which relates to the county at-
torney and assistant county attorney of Kennebec County, as amended, is
further amended to read as follows:

full-time county attorney, $9,060 $19,500; full-time assistant county attorney,
$6,600 $17,500;

Sec. 5. R. S, T. 30, § 2, amended. That part of the 11th paragraph of
section 2 of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes which relates to the county
attorney and assistant county attorneys of Penobscot County, as amended,
is further amended to read as follows:

full-time county attorney, $3,000 $19,500; &#st full-time assistant county at-
torney, $6,600 $17,500; second assistant county attorney, $6,000-

Sec. 6. R. S, T. 30, § 2, amended. That part of the 17th paragraph of
section 2 of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes which relates to the county
attorney and assistant county attorneys of York County, as amended, is fur-
ther amended to read as follows:

full-time county attorney, $8,000 $19,500; &#st full-time assistant county at-
torney, $5,560 $17,500; sceond assistant eowniy attormes, $5,506=

Sec. 7. R. S, T. 30, § 451, amended. Section 451 of Title 30 of the
Revised Statutes is amended as follows:

§ 451. Election; vacancies

County attorneys shall be elected and notified, their elections determined
and vacancies filled in the same manner, and they shall enter upon the dis-
charge of their duties at the same time as is provided respecting county com-
missioners, but they shall hold office for @ 4 years, and they shall be elected
on the Tuesday following the first Monday of November in every 4th year,
beginning with the said Tuesday in 1974. Only attorneys-at-law admitted
to the general practice of law in this State and resident in the county shall
be elected or appointed as county attorney, and removal therefrom vacates
the office. Whenever the Governor and Council, upon complaint and due
notice and hearing, shall find that a county attorney has violated any statute
or is not performing his duties faithfully and efficiently, they may remove
him from office and appoint another attorney in his Place for the remainder
of the tesmr for awhiek he was eleeted to serve until the first day of January
following the next scheduled election for county commissioners, at which
time a special election will be held to fill such vacancy in the office of county
attorney.

Sec. 8. R. S, T. 30, § 454, additional. Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is
amended by adding a new section 434, to read as follows:

§ 454. Full-time county attorneys

A county attorney designated a full-time county attorney in section 2 shall
devote full time to the duties of his office as county attorney, and shall not
appear as counsel in any civil or criminal case or controversy before any of
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the District or Superior Courts of the State of Maine or before the Supreme
Judicial Court of Maine other than in his capacity as county attorney, during
his term of office, nor shall he during such term be a partner or associate of
any person in the private practice of law.

Sec. 9. R. S, T. 30, § 553, amended. The first sentence of section 553 of
Title 30 of the Revised Statutes, as amended, is further amended to read as
follows:

The county attorney of the County of Cumberland may appoint 4 2 assistant
county attorneys, one to be known as first assistant county attorney and one
to be known as 2nd assistant county attorney end ore to be lnowsn a5 Jrd
assistant counts ettersedy, to be approved by a Justice of the Superior Court
resident in said county or by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court
and who shall serve as full-time assistant county attorneys as defined in sec-

tion 454.

Sec. 1o. R. S, T. 30, § 554, amended. Section 554 of Title 30 of the
Revised Statutes, as amended, is further amended to read as follows:

§ 554. Androscoggin County

The county attorney of the County of Androscoggin may appoint 2 an
assistant county etteraess attorney osxe o be knows as frst assistant
attorrey and the other to be lenown as sceond assistent eounty attersey to be
approved by a Justice of the Superior Court resident in said county or by the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court and who shall serve as full-time
assistant county attorney as defined in section 454. Said assistants assistant
shall take the oath prescribed for county attorneys and assist the county
attorney in the ordinary duties of his office, in the drawing of indictments,
in the hearing of complaints before the grand jury and in the preparation and
trial of criminal causes. F=es He shall, when directed by the county attor-
ney, act as counsel for the State in the trial of complaints before Judges of
the District Court. Fhesy He shall hold ketr his office during the term of
the county attorney by whom #he¥ are he was appointed, subject to removal
at any time by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court.

Sec. 11. R. S, T. 30, § 555, amended. Section 555 of Title 30 of the
Revised Statutes, as amended, is further amended to read as follows:

§ 555. Penobscot Co{inty

The county attorney of the County of Penobscot may appoint 2 an assist-
ant county satéesmess attorney efe & be knovwin as Arst essistent couwty at-
torney and the othes to be knrewn a5 second assistent eounty attermey, who
shall be residests a resident of the county and duly admitted to the practice
of law in this State, to be approved by a Justice of the Superior Court resi-
dent in said county or by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court,
and who shall hold #keir effrees his office during the term of the county at-
torney by whom #hey wesre he was appointed, sub]ect to removal at any time
by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court and who shall serve as
full-time assistant county attorney as defined in section 454. Said assistants
assistant shall take the oath prescribed for county attorney and assist the
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county attorney in the ordinary duties of his office, in the drawing of indict-
ments, in the hearing of complaints before the grand jury and in the prepara-
tion and trial of criminal causes. Fhex He shall, when directed by the county
attorney, act as counsel for the State in the trial of complaints before the
District Court.

Se_c. 12. R. S, T. 30, § 556, amended. The first sentence of section 556
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes, as amended, is further amended to read
as follows:

The county attorney of the County of Kennebec may appoint an assistant to
be approved by the Justice of the Superior Court, resident in said county, or
by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court and who shall serve as
full-time assistant county attorney as defined in section 454.

Sec. 13. R. 8., T. 30, § 558, amended. Section 558 of Title 30 of the
Revised Statutes, as repealed and replaced by section 14 of chapter 573 of
the public laws of 1969, i1s amended to read as follows:

§ 558. York County

The county attorney of the County of York may appoint 2 an assistant
county attermeys attorney ewe to be kneowsn as first aosistant eounty attoraey
and the other to be known a5 sccond assisbhnt county ettermey. Sald asewet-
ants assistant shall take the oath prescribed for county attorneys and assist
the county attornev in the ordinary duties of his office, in the drawing of
indictments, in the hearing of complaints before the grand jury and in the
preparation and trial of criminal causes and who shall serve as full-time as-
sistant county attorney as defined in section 454. Owe of +he The assistant
county atterses=s attorney shall act as counsel for the State in the trial of
complaints before Judges of the District Court. Fhesx He shall hold thets
his office during the term of the county attorney by whom #hes are he was
appointed, subject to removal at any time by the Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Judicial Court.

Sec. 14. R. S,, T. 30, § 563, additional. Title 30 of the Revised Statutes
is amended by adding a new section 563, to read as follows:

§ 563. Aroostook County

The county attorney of the County of Aroostook may appoint an assistant
county attorney. Said assistant shall take the oath prescribed for county at-
torneys and assist the county attorney in the ordinary duties of his office, in
the drawing of indictments, in the hearing of complaints before the grand
jury and in the preparation and trial of criminal causes and who shall serve
as full-time assistant county attorney as defined in section 454. The assistant
county attorney shall act as counsel for the State in the trial of complaints
before Judges of the District Court. He shall hold his office during the term
of the county attorney by whom he was appointed, subject to removal at
any time by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court.

Sec. 15. Appropriation. There is appropriated from the General Fund
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to the Department of the Attorney General the sum of $336,000 to carry out
the purposes of this Act. The breakdown shall be as follows:

1972-73
ATTORNEY GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF
County Attorneys Salaries
Personal Services $336,000

STATEMENT OF FACT
The purpose of this bill is reflected in the Title.





