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, (EMERGENCY)
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1906

/

H. P. 1463 House of Representatives, January 24, 1972

Committee on Education suggested.
BERTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk

Pregented by Mr. Ault of Wayne.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SEVENTY-TWO

AN ACT Relating to the Community School District Law.

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not become
effective until go days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and

Whereas, there is an urgent need for some municipalities to construct addi-
tional facilities for secondary school pupils; and

Whereas, attempts to solve the school problems by other means have failed;
and

Whereas, it is in the best interests of the local communities and the State
to develop cooperative solutions ; and

‘Whereas, some students may be denied a high school education if a solu-
tion to the problem cannot be found; and

Whereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emer-
gency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the
following legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the
public peace, health and safety; now, therefore,

Be 1t enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. R. S, T. 20, § 351, amended. Section 351 of Title 20 of the Re-
vised Statutes, as amended by section I of chapter 261 of the public laws of
1663, is further amended by inserting before the 2nd paramaph from the end
the following:
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Article................ To see if the town will vote to accept the provisions
of sections 361 and 362 of Title 20 which shall determine the method of
sharing costs and the method of budget approval of the community school
district.

Sec. 2. R. 8., T. 20, § 354, amended. The 2nd sentence of section 354 of
Title 20 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

To procure funds for capital outlay purposes, the trustees of said district are
authorized to issue bonds and notes of the district, not to exceed in the
aggregate at any one time outstanding, the limit of indebtedness of said dis-
trict as established under section 351 or 5% 1214% of the total of the last
preceding state valuation of all of the participating towns, whichever is the
lesser.

Sec. 3. R. S., T. 20, §§ 361, 362 and 363, additional. Title 20 of the Re-
vised Statutes is amended by adding 3 new sections to read as follows:

§ 361. Sharing costs

Any community school district organized after February 1, 1972, may share
the costs among the member municipalities on the basis of the number of
resident pupils in each municipality on October 1st in the year preceding the
budget meeting if the education of those pupils is the responsibility of the
community school district. When a budget has been approved for the com-
munity school district in accordance with section 362, the gross amount shall
be allocated to each member municipality on the basis of the number of pupils
in each municipality as cited above. From the gross budget allocated to each
municipality shall be deducted the state aid earned by that municipality
because of the pupils in the community school district, and any other incomes
of the district shall be allocated to each municipality on the basis of the cost-
sharing method cited above and shall also be deducted. The net amount, after
subtracting subsidy and other incomes from the gross allocation of each
municipality, shall be assessed to each municipality in accordance with the
applicable provisions of section 355.

§ 362. Budget approval

The school committee and the board of trustees shall annually prepare a
budget for the operational and capital expenditures of the community school
district. The board of trustees shall post warrants in each of the member
municipalities calling for an annual budget meeting following the same pro-
cedures that are used by a municipality for the calling of a regular town
meeting.

The annual budget meeting shall be called for the 3rd Monday in March at
an hour and in a location within the district to be designated by the board of
trustees. The town clerks of the member municipalities shall annually supply
a current list of the registered voters of the member municipalities. Said lists
shall be used in determining the voters who are eligible to vote at the annual
budget meeting of the community school district. The chairman of the board
of trustees shall open the meeting and shall call for the election of a mod-
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erator. The moderator shall be sworn in the same manner as the moderator
at a regular town meeting, and his duties shall be the same as those of any
moderator at a regular town meeting. The board of trustees shall be respon-
sible for preparing appropriate articles to authorize the budget expenditures
and to determine the sums of money that will be assessed to each member
municipality as a result of voter approval of the articles presented. A ma-
jority vote of those voters present and voting shall be necessary for the
approval of the annual budget for the community school district.

§ 363. Fiscal year

The fiscal year of the community school district shall begin on July 1st
and shall end on June 3oth for any district organized after February 1, 1972.

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this
Act shall take effect when approved.

STATEMENT OF FACT

The purpose of this bill is to provide a different means of sharing costs
among member municipalities in a community school district and to provide
for an annual approval of the school budget by the citizens. Passage of this
bill will give local people more choices in the solutions to local problems.





