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ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1639 

H. P. 1183 House' of Representatives, March 17, 1971 
Referred to Committee on State Government. Sent up for concurrence and 

ordered printed. 
BERTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. Jalbert of Lewiston. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF Ot;R LOIZD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
~I'~\"E:\TY-O:\E 

AN ACT to Create the Department of Transportation. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of lIlaine, as folluws: 

Sec. 1. R. S., T. 6, § 3, sub-§ 18, amended. Subsection 18 of section 3 of 
Title 6 of the Revised Statutes, as repealed and replaced by section 3 of 
chapter 49g of the public laws of I96g, is amended to read as follows: 

18. Department. "Department" means the 1\Iaine Department of A-et'e­
J9t~utieC1 erefltefi -b;- e~-Eei'5' + ffl ~ Transportation. 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. 6, § II, amended. Section I I of Title 6 of the Revised 
Statutes, as enacteo hy section 8 of chapter 4<)8 of the public laws of 1969. is 
amended to read as follows: 

§ I I. Director 

+fi.e Depaftl'nent e.f .\eronHtlties< ffl. ~~ The Go \ efnOf, wi-tfl. tJt.e 
m.J.~ ~ eonDEfi+ e.f tM {'f'Hl19:eil Secretary of Transportation shall appoint 
an Aeronautical Director to administer tJt.e depEtftn9:Cnt this Title as provided, 
ffl ~ ft-t ~ pleaSl1fC e.f ~ Go <'unoI' ~ fl.te 4ef.ffl ~ +tR-tH- ~ Sl1eCe880f­
tiM-eetol' ffl. Ilppointed ftTH'I. ql1alifies- subject to the Personnel Law. +fl.e~­
~~ e.f ~ diFeetof 9+m++ ~ ~ -b;- +fte GoveFnoF ~ COI1!1eil ~ 4e 
~$+-5,e8e 

Sec. 3. R. S., T. 23, § 51, repealed and replaced. Section 51 of Title 23 of 
the Revised Statutes, as amended, is repealed and the following enacted in 
place thereof: 

§ 51. Commission, commissioner, reports 
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The State Highway Commission, as heretofore established, shall consist 
of one commissioner who will be its chief administrative officer. The High­
way Commissioner shall have general charge of the office and records of the 
commission and exercise the powers by law given to it. He shall be appointed, 
subject to the Personnel Law, by the Secretary of Transportation. 

He shall make an annual report for the fiscal year ending June 30th to the 
secretary of the commission's activities and its expenditures with such state­
ments relative to the construction and maintenance of public highways and 
recommendations regarding same as he considers appropriate. 

Sec. 4. R. S., T. 23, § 52, amended. The 2nd paragraph of section 52 of 
Title 23 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

By consent of all parties in interest, any investigation, inquiry or hearing 
which the commission is authorized to hold may be held by tt s-t~ fflembeF 
e4 tfte ee¥\'1missioll an employee of the commission designated by the Highway 
Commissioner. and his finding, when approved by the commission and so 
shown on its records, shall be deemed to be the finding of the commission. 

Sec. 5. R. S., T. 23, § 102, repealed and replaced. Section I02 of Title 23 
of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 

§ 102. Officers and executive board 

The affairs of the Highway Safety Committee shall be conducted by an 
executive board consisting of not less than IS nor more than 25 members, 
selected from civic, religious, industrial and similar groups and organizations 
with interests relating to traffic safety, said members to be appointed by the 
Secretary of Transportation for terms of 2 years. The secretary shall desig­
nate from the membership a chairman and vice-chairman. 

Sec. 6. R. S., T. 23, § 105, amended. Section IOS of Title 23 of the Re­
vised Statutes, as amended by section 2 of chapter 2 of the public laws of 
J967, is further amended to read as follows: 

§ 105. Executive director 

The GoveFRoF Secretary of Transportation shall appoint a person ~­
~ ~ tfte ~e+1"'i-¥-e ~, subject to the Personnel Law, to be executive 
director .fEH. tt +ei'fflo et '* ~ ~ M ~ .. ~. 

Sec. 7. R. S., T. 23, § 233, amended. The first paragraph of section 233 
of Title 23 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section T of chapter 453 of 
the public laws of 196<}, is amended to read as follows: 

There is created a Scenic Highway Board, hereinafter in this chapter re­
ferred to as the "board", which shall he composed of the CfiniFl'RfiR e4 ~ 
State Highway ~ffiissi€JoR Commissioner, the Director of Parks and Recrea­
tion, the Commissioner of Sea and Shore Fisheries, the Commissioner of 
Agriculture, the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game, the Forest 
Commissioner, the Commissioner of the Department of Economic Develop­
ment and the Director of State Planning, or their delegates. The GOYeFl'lOF 



LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 1639 3, 

Secretary of Transportation shall appoint a member representing conserva­
tion groups, a member representing the outdoor advertising industry of 
Maine, a member representing the vacation-travel industry, a member repre­
senting municipal governments and a member from the general public. These 
appointive members shall serve for terms of 3 years ~ 4fl.e GOVEfl'lOf ~ 
appoiflt 4fl.e fflCfflBCfS ffiitially 5e -Htftt 4fl.e ~ 8.f 6iTe f1l:cfflbef ~ ett4 ffi 
t'ffle ~, ~ fflCffiBCfS ~ efltl. ffi ~ ~ fH'ttI. 2 fi'iCffibeY8 ffi ~~. The 
~et'iTErf secretary shall appoint a chairman of the board. The board shall 
meet at the call of the Co¥cfmn- secretary, the chairman or a majority of the 
members. A representative of the State Highway Commission shall be 
selected by the commission to serve as secretary of the board. 

Sec. 8. R. S., T. 23, c. 410, additional. Title 23 of the Revised Statutes 
is amended by adding a new chapter 410 to read as follows: 

CHAPTER 410 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

§ 4201. Department; secretary 

There is created and established the Department of Transportation to con­
sist of a Secretary of Transportation appointed by the Governor, with the 
advice and consent of the Council, who shall serve at the pleasure of the 
Governor, and shall be the chief administrative officer of the department and 
the following as heretofore created and established: the Department of Aero­
nautics, the State Highway Commission, the Motor Vehicle Division of the 
Department of State, the Maine Port Authority, the Highway Safety Com­
mittee and the Transportation Division of the Public Utilities Commission. 

The secretary shall organize and reorganize from time to time the depart­
ment into such bureaus and divisions as may be necessary to carry out the 
duties to it assigned. He shall employ, subject to the Personnel Law, such 
bureau and division heads and employees as may be necessary to carry out 
the work of the department. 

§ 4202. Deputies 

Subject to the Personnel Law, the secretary may appoint a first deputy 
secretary, and may appoint one or more additional deputies. 

The deputies shall perform such duties and exercise such powers as the 
secretary may from time to time authorize. The first deputy shall be acting 
secretary during a vacancy in the office of secretary or during the incapacity 
of the secretary. 

Sec. g. Amendatory clause. Wherever in Title 29 of the Revised Statutes 
the words "Secretary of State" appear they shall mean "Secretary of Trans.­
portation" and wherever in said Title the \'.lords "deputy secretary of state" 
appear they shall mean "deputy secretary of transportation". 

Sec. 10. R. S., T. 38, § 8g, repealed and replaced. Section 89 of Title 38 
of the Revised Statntes. as enacted by section I of chapter 410 of the public 
laws of 1969, is repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 
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§8g. Pilotage commission 

There is created a Penobscot Bay and River Pilotage Commission consist­
ing OD 3 members appointed by the Secretary of Transportation, one of whom 
shall be a licensed pilot of the Penobscot Bay and River Pilots Association, 
one of whom shall represent a marine interest of Penobscot Bay and River 
industry, and one, with a marine background, who shall represent the public. 

A member shall serve a term of 3 years or until his successor is appointed 
and qualified. Any member shall be eligible to succeed himself. The mem­
bers of said commission shall receive no compensation. Any vacancy which 
may occur in said commission shall be filled by the secretary for the remain­
der of the unexpired term. 

Sec. II. P. & S. L., Ig2g, c. 114, § 2, sub-§ (a), amended. The last sen­
tence of subsection (2) of section 2 of chapter II4 of the private and special 
laws of 1929 is repealed as follows: 

~ ~ 6.f ciiFeetors 5fittH fte+e'H'fHfte ~ ffi ~ ~ ef * ~ ~5 
fl-ftfl, €*1plo/=:es ef t,he..J2e.f.j. At·,tfl:8~if-y -

Sec. 12. P. & S. L., I929, c. II 4, § 4, sub-§ (a), amended. The last sen­
tence of subsection (a) of section 4 of chapter I I4 of the private and special 
laws of I929 is amended to reael as follows: 

The ~ Au:hoFity Department of Transportation shall employ, subject to 
the Personnel Law, such engineers, clerks, attorneys, agents, assistants and 
other employees as it may deem necessary to carry out the purposes of this 
act and shall determine their duties tffi4 eOffiflefisatiofi. 

Sec. 13. P. & S. L., 1957, c. IgO, § 3, amended. The first sentence of sec­
tion 3 of chapter I90 of the private and special laws of I957 is amended to 
read as follows: 

There is established an advisory committee, which shall consist of 7 mem­
bers, one from the town of North Haven, one from the town of Vinalhaven, 
one from the town of Islesboro and one from the town of Swan's Island and 
3 members from the mainland of Knox. 'Naldo and Hancock counties, and 
which shall be appointed by the G-e¥€-M'!-ei' wt-Ht ~ ~ ~ eonsefit ef 
-Hte COllfieil Secretary of Transportation for 2-year terms. 

Sec. 14. P. & S. L., Ig57, c. 190, § g, amended. The 2nd sentence of sec­
tion 9 of chapter 190 of the private and special laws of 1957, as repealed and 
replaced by section 5 of chapter 210 of the private and special laws of I957, 
and as amended by section 2 of chapter 187 of the private and special laws 
of 1959, is further amended to read as follows: 

The at:ltJ.lOFitr Department of Transportation shall, subject to the Personnel 
Law and rules, employ such persons as shall be necessary for the operations 
ftflot'l, ~ ~ eornpeRs:-.tion of such ferry line or lines. 

Sec. IS. Further transfer. It is the intent of the Legislature that the 
employees, equipment, records :-ind funds of the Transportation Division of 
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the Public Utilities Commission and the responsibilities of the Public Utilities 
Commission and the responsibilities of the Public Utilities Commission rela­
tive thereto be transferred to the Department of Transportation on July I, 

1973 and the secretary and the Public Utilities Commission are directed to 
jointly plan said transfer and to recommend detailed legislation to accomplish 
same to the Legislature. 

Sec. 16. Transfer. All funds, appropriations, equipment, personnel and 
records of the agencies listed in proposed new section 4201 of Title 23 in 
Section 8 of this Act on the effective date of this Act are transferred to the 
Department of Transportation. 

Sec. 17. Effective date. This Act shall be effective July I, 1973; however, 
the authority to appoint a secretary contained in section 8 shall be effective 
9I days after adjournment of the Legislature and said secretary shall be 
responsible for budget planning, preparation and submission on behalf of the 
Department of Transportation for the I973-75 biennium. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

This legislation will create a Department of Transportation to bring to­
gether and coordinate the agencies and portions of agencies listed in the 
proposed ne,,\' Section 420I of Title 23 of the Revised Statutes. It is antici­
pated that great improvements in program and financial planning will result 
and savings in personnel will be realized. 

Nothing in the proposed legislation disturbs existing constitutional or 
statutory provisions relating to dedicated revenue; any intra-department 
reorganization will therefore provide for cost accounting to reflect present 
restrictions. 




