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ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 859 

S. P. 276 
Referred to Committee on Education. 

ordered printed. 

In Senate, February 17, 1971 
Sent down for concurrence and 

HARRY N. STARBRAN'CH, Secretary 
Presented by Senator Chick of Kennebec. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY-ONE 

AN ACT Clarifying the Secondary School Tuition Law. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., T. 20, § 1283, repealed. Section 1283 of Title 20 of the 
Revised Statutes is repealed. 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. 20, § 1284, amended. The first sentence of section I284 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

All schools of secondary grade receiving state aid shall be inspected under 
the direction of the commissioner ~ 4:fi.e nq,)Cflse +h~ 5~ -B-e ~ ~ 
4:fi.e 5~ ftf'1*eflfitttiOR ~ 4:fi.e Stlflfleft '* fti-g* scfieels, 

Sec. 3. R. S., T. 20, § 1285, amended. The first 2 sentences of section 
I285 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

Sec. 4. R. S., T. 20, § 1285, amended. The 5th sentence of section 1285 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

Such transportation shall be over regular lines, at not to exceed regular fares 
~ floe subsidy, 

Sec. 5. R. S., T. 20, § 1285, amended. The 7th sentence of section I285 of 
Title 20 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

Administrative units shall receive in trust and faithfully expend gifts and 
bequests Hm4e +e ffi.4 ~ 4:fi.e ffittintCR~Re-e '* H-G-e ~ 5~, ~ ~ i"e

eei¥'e effi, ffi 5-tl€~ ~5 +e ~ 5tt-ffi-e -e:C:2-fl~ ttft8, eft ~ safflC eOl1diheR-9 e:5 H 
6+!€~ 5€~ hml-~ @fl~&t:Es;1d ~ dEtiRta:Rsd -by teml:timl: for school 
purposes. 
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Sec. 6. R. S., T. 20, § 1285, amended. The last 2 sentences of section 1285 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

Sec. 7. R. S., T. 20, § 1286, amended. The first sentence of section 1286 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 19 of chapter 425 
of the public laws of 1967, is further amended to read as follows: 

The course of study in #re free e.ig+t secondary schools shall embrac: -HTe 
oniiJ'l'::':-Y Englis11 aede.a:e 5'ffio6~ ~ m:e taug:-:~ ffi sccoJ'lciary schools, 
especially th-e~:;H.;;;efeftee5 ffi ~ ~plic2.tisn ffl fflscfianics, l'l:1an:.:faetttl"-e5 
itffl ~¥i€-1:l1~uK: .]:,tH; -tfte anci:r:~ ~ f':1e-6.eF-.."l' +etIlg1:12.g-es ~ ffl1:15te ~ fre.j; fre 
~ttgM tl:erein e<ee-p4- 1'1,. €.ff.e.et1en e4 .f.fle 5€~ eefi1Bit-:ecs ~ ~et €~
~e hi'lX:flg super, :SiOfi ~et be approved by the Commissioner of 
Education. 

~ Sec. 8. R. S., T. 20, § 1286, amended. The 2nd sentence of the first para
'g:raph and all of the last paragraph of section 1286 of Title 20 of the Revised 
Statutes, as amended by section 19 of chapter 425 of the public laws of J967. 
are repealed. 

Sec. g. R. S., T. 20, § 1286, amended. Section 1286 of Title 20 of the Re
vised Statutes, as amended by section I9 of chapter 425 of the public laws of 
Ig67, is further amended by adding a new paragraph at the end to read as 
follows: 

Whenever authorized by the appropriate legislative body, the school com
mittee or school directors may accept students from outside the administra
tive unit, and the sending unit or family shall pay such tuition as may be 
fix·~d by such committee or directors not to exceed legal tuition rates. 

Sec. 10. R. S., T. 20, § 1287, repealed. Section 1287 of Title 20 of the Re
vised Statutes, as amended by section I9 of chapter 425 of the public laws of 
I967, is repealed. 

Sec. II. R. S., T. 20, § 1288, amended. Section 1288 of Title 20 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 1288. Maintained by administrative units 

Administrative units may raise money for establishing and maintaining~-ee 
fti.,~ . .ft public schools, and erecting buildings and providing equipment for the 
same ffi t-fi.e ~ marmer it9 ~ supporting p-ubtte se1:001s mr4 ef-eetinf;' 
5chool1'l.ous:s. 

Sec. 12. R. S., T. 20, § 128g, amended. The last sentence of section 1289 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

vVhen an administrative unit has made a contract as provided for in this 
section, or as provided in the act of incorporation of any such academy ancl 
amendments thereto prior to May I, I907, the tuition liability of said admin
istrative unit shall be the same as if an approved secondary school were 
maintained in accordance with section 128I, arid the expenditures of any 
administrative unit for schooling of pupils as provided in this section shall be 
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subject to the conditions of sections 1291 and 1292 ffir ~ pUFpOS::S ~ ~. 
~T ~ ~ ad1'J'l:iRistFatiw ~ ~ 5eet-ieft ~. 

Sec. 13. R. S., T. 20, § 1290, repealed. Section 1290 of Title 20 of the 
Revised Statutes is repealed. 

Sec. 14. R. S., T. 20, § 1291, amended. The first sentence of section 1291 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

Any youth whose parent or legal guardian maintains a home for his family 
in any administrative unit which does not support ~, contract for or main
tain an approved secondary school may attend any approved secondary school 
to which he may gain entrance by permission of those having charge thereof. 

Sec. IS. R. S., T. 20, § 1291, amended. The 2nd sentence of section 1291 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 19 of chapter 425 
of the public laws of 1967, is repealed. 

Sec. 16. R. S., T. 20, § 1291, amended. The 3rd sentence of section 1291 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

Any youth whose parent or legal guardian maintains a home for his family 
in an administrative unit that maintains, or contracts for school privileges in, 
an approved secondary school which offers less than 2 approved occupational 
courses of study, and who has met the qualifications for admission to the 
high school in his town, may elect to attend some other approved secondary 
school to which he may gain admission for the purpose of studying an occu
pational course not offered or contracted for by the administrative unit of h;s 
legal residence. 

Sec. I7. R. S., T. 20, § 129I, amended. The 4th sentence of section 129I 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by chapter 319 of the public 
laws of I965 and as amended, is further amended to read as follows: 

Any youth whose parent or legal guardian maintains a home for his family 
in an administrative unit that maintains, or contracts for school privileges in, 
an approved secondary school, and who has met the qualifications for admis
sion to the high school in his unit. may elect to attend some other approved 
secondary school in the State to which he may gain admission for the pur
pose of studying or of completing at least a 2-ye2.r course in mathematics or 
science when such courses are not offered or contracted for by the adminis
trative unit of his legal residence or a foreign language when the administra
tive unit where he resides offers less than 2 approved foreign language 
courses, provided that tuition in such cases shall not be payable by the ad
ministrative unit 'where the pupil re:oides unless a pupil has applied for such 
a course to the super;ntendent of schools of the unit wherein he has school 
res idence on or before June I st of a given year. 

Sec. 18. R. S., T. 20, § 1291, amended. The 6th sentence of slect:on 129I 

of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by chapter 3I9 of the public 
laws of I965. is repealed. 
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Sec. 19. R. S., T. 20, § 1291, amended. The 7th sentence of section 12gI 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 2 of chapter 440 of 
the public laws of 196s, is amended to read as follows: 

Any youth whose parents '* ~ ~ having ~:t or legal guardian 
maintains a home in any administrative unit, who is entitled to free secondary 
education, and who is qualified for admission to a regional technical and voca
tional center according to the standards set by those having charge thereof 
for all its students, including those resident in the unit maintaining and 
operating the center, may elect to attend any approved regional technical and 
vocational center with;n the State to which he may gain admission, for the 
purpose of pursuing a technical and vocational course not offered by, or con
tracted for by, the administrative unit in which he resides with parent or 
f'-effl6ft ha'fi:lg e;:r~ legal guardian or by a community school district of 
which the administrative unit where he resides is a member. 

Sec. 20. R. S., T. 20, § 1291, amended. The first and 2nd sentences of the 
2nd paragraph of section 1291 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as amended 
by section I of chapter 338 of the public laws of 1967, are repealed. 

Sec. 2I. R. S., T. 20, § I291, amended. The 3rd sentence of the 2nd para
graph of section 1291 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by 
section 6 of chapter 589 of the public laws of 1969, is amended to read as 
follows: 

The annual tuition charge for any public or private school is limited to IIs% 
of the allowable tuition charge of the previous year, '* ~ ~ .~ f'~i~ 
€~ sf ~ ~e-± including the allowable insured value factor ,fffi' ~h€ €u:-re:1'~ 
~ ;"€8:f', whic!::evcf ts-~. 

Sec. 22. R. S., T. 20, § 129I, amended. The 5th sentence of the 2nd para
graph of section 12g1 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as amended hy 
section 6-A of chapter 589 of the public laws of 1969, is further amended to 
read as follows: 

Said tuition shall be paid by the administrative unit in which said youth 
resides and said tuition shall be f'e:t~t€ ~ +&e ~ ~n sf ~ eft ~
m:t -H-f, fei' ~ J,vtffi-er *ffi sf ~t eft A-rfit -H-f, ;;>,ftEl, ffi. fttH· eft '* ~ 
,\;e'J:*€~'F ~ ,f-8·J.te .. "y,iTr~ ",;"e €ies€ sf #:-e 9€~ y-ett'F paid no later than 30 
days after the billing date. 

Sec. 23. R. S., T. 20, § 1291, amended. The 6th and 7th sentences of the 
2nd paragraph of section 1291 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

Sec. 24. R. S., T. 20, § 1291, amended. The 8th sentence of the 2nd para
graph of section 1291 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read 
as follows: 

No youth shall be entitled to free tuition under this section ~~ floe 5~ 
~¥€ 3atisfactoFj,~7 p&5ee6- iH'T efftfflffi.a~~ ·ift d-effl~=ry' 5f:fteet branches, s2.ii 
e:amination htl~ b~ ~ ~ tfre eH-cctioft ef the ~e-::.i~~ -s.f 
schoob ef tfre a4~~~:¥-"" ~ w~::ffi ~ ~ :-csidcs eft 1*"~ffl ~e
~ ~ ~ eoamisi-8ftei', '* unless such youth shall have satisfactorily 
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completed a standard elementary school course of study which has been 
approved by the commissioners"t ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ fi.a.s 5ati5faetoFil)~ 
eOffl]31ete4 ~ ~ e+ ~ e+ iH't a13]3Fo'< ea seeo19:aaF) ~ ffl. wffl.e.ft ~ 
pFogFam e+ ~5 t-e¥fflffi.at.e4 ~ t*e 'H!#t ~e, itS pFO .. iaee, fry; seetis19: 
.~, .sft&.H. ~ ~e4 +eo fH.s ffee ~, fffl' tfl.e eo-ffi]'J~ e+ ~ ., 'ee 
+2 ffl. ;;Ht &]'J]3f'ov.::a 5ee{J19:aaf'Y ~ w~ tfTe e"(ami19:atton ~~ or 
its equivalent. Schools accepting tuition students shall notify the superin
tendent of schools of the sending unit of the acceptance of such student or 
students by name and grade. 

Sec. 25. R. S., T. 20, § 1291, amended. The 9th sentence of the 2nd para
graph of section 1291 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read 
as follows: 

£tre~ fF.ee Free tuition i*'i~, ilege privileges shall continue only so long as said 
youth shall maintain a satisfactory standard of deportment and scholarship 
and is regularly attending an approved secondary school. 

Sec. 26. R. S., T. 20, § 1291, amended. The roth and IIth sentences of the 
2nd paragraph of section 1291 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

Sec. 27. R. S., T. 20, § I291, amended. The 3rd paragraph of section 1291 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as amended, is further amended to read 
as follows: 

In the case of any youth qualified for attendance at secondary school in 
accordance with the preceding paragraph, whose parent or legal guardian 
6i' perseft ~~ct;~ ffl. ~'" 1*'~5 maintains a home for his family on a Maine 
coast island without highway connection with the mainland in any adminis
trative unit not maintaining an approved secondary school, so located that 
in the judgment of the commissioner attendance at secondary school neces
sitates boarding a ,yay from home and the arrangement is approved by him in 
advance upon a form provided for the purpose, the administrative unit 
wherein said pupil resides shall pay an amount for this purpose toward his 
board not to exceed $25 per week or a prorated amount for any fraction 
thereof. Payment for said board shall be made, upon receipt of a satisfactory 
attendance record, at the end of periods not longer than one school month 
and shall be charged to the same account as that of secondary school ~ 
transportation. 

Sec. 28. R. S., T. 20, § 1291, amended. The last paragraph of section 1291 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 19 of chapter 425 
of the public laws of 1967, is repealed. 

Sec. 29. R. S., T. 20, § 1292, amended. The 3rd sentence of the first para
graph of section 1292 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by sec~ 
tion 2 of chapter 338 of the public laws of 1967 and chapter 481 of the public 
laws of 1969, is further amended to read as follows: 

~ ]'Jff pi:tp"i:± €'65t ffi&Y' -Be incFeased -tip' +eo ry%-, ~e.-e4 ~ ~ ]'Jff ptl-~ 
e-e5;j; 58 ~~ *H ~ a;:eeea ~ ~ per pttpt+ €est fflf: ~ CtlFFC'M 
.~ J"ffl'1', aM- ffi The legal tuition rate shall be determined by the local gov-
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erning board at an amount not to exceed IIS% of the previous year's local 
cost, or IIS% of the state average per pupil cost, whichever is less. In addi
tion an administrative unit or academy may add thereto an amount obtained 
by dividing 5 % of the insured value of secondary school buildings and equip
ment by the average daily membership of all regularly enrolled students for 
the same year; except that any unit which qualifies for construction aid under 
section 3457 shall deduct from the amount of the 5% insured value factor for 
secondary schools the same percentage of the factor as the construction aid 
percentage which the unit is entitled to receive under Table II of section 3457 
hefore dividing hy the average daily membership in computing the allowable 
per pupil insured value factor which may be used in computing the annual 
tuition rate. 

Sec. 30. R. S., T. 20, § 1292, amended. The 4th sentence of section I292 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as last repealed and replaced by section 
47 of chapter 544 of the public laws of 1967, is amended to read as follows: 

Any administrative unit not maintaining a high school or contracting for 
secondary school privileges may pay tuition for any student who with parent 
or legal guardian resides in said administrative unit and who attends an 
approved school of secondary grade in another state or country, but such 
tuition payment shall not exceed the average cost per pupil in all secondary 
schools of the State of Maine as determined in this section; or for any stu
dent who attends an approved school of secondary grade in another state 
when said school specializes in the correction of physical defects and when 
by reason of a disability the individual requires a specialized type of training 
available in said school but not obtainable in any approved secondary school 
in the State of Maine. 

Sec. 3I. R. S., T. 20, § 1292, amended. The first and 2nd sentences of the 
last paragraph of section 1292 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as amended 
by section 6-B of chapter 589 of the public laws of 1969, are repealed. 

Sec. 32. R. S., T. 20, § 1292, amended. The last sentence of section I292 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 6-B of chapter 589 
of the public laws of 1969, is further amended to read as follows: 

\Vhen pupils are sent from one administrative unit to an approved secondary 
school in another, if any accounts for tuition of such pupils are not paid ~ 
eT ~ ~teffiber +s-e e+ fM:f ~ within 30 days of the billing date, the 
commissioner shall pay such accounts, or so much thereof as he shall find to 
be rightly dne, to the treasurer of the receiving administrative unit, academy, 
institute or seminary at the next subsequent monthly apportionment, togetloier 
.. ¥·it~ tfifff-e-s4- @it 5-1:tef,. fte€€-!:l:t7f iif +fl~ ra+e e+ 1',)% armlHllly, eOffifmted ~ ~ 
&f*effi~ ~ and the commissioner shall charge any such payment against 
the apportioned fund of the sending administrative unit. Superintendents of 
schools and principals of private schools shall notify the Commissioner of 
Edu::ation w!1enever a sending unit is delinquent in its tuition payments and 
the co:nmissioner shall withhold such delinquent tuition from the monthly 
apportionment as set out in the preceding paragraph. 
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Whenever a pupil is in custody of persons other than parents or legal 
guardians because of broken homes or intolerable home conditions, the unit 
where the pupil is placed for school purposes may apply to the commissioner 
for a determination regarding which unit shall pay the cost of educating such 
a pupil. The determination of the commissioner shall be binding upon each 
administrative unit. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

The intent of this bill is to remove obsolete language from the statutes 
and to clarify the language relating to the computation of secondary school 
tuition. 




