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ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 629 

H. P. 488 House of Representatives, February 5, I97I 
Referred to Committee on Health and Institutional Services. Sent up for 

concurrence and ordered printed. 
BERTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. Bustin of Augusta. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY-ONE 

AN ACT to Clarifying the Laws Relating to Hairdressing. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., T. 32, § 1551, sub-§ I, repealed and replaced. Subsection I 
of section ISS 1 of Title 32 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 1 

of chapter 272 of the public laws of 1967, is repealed and the following enacted 
in place thereof: 

I. Cosmetology or hairdressing and beauty culture. "Cosmetology or 
hairdr,essing and beauty culture" shall mean any or all work performed or 
demonstrated by any person, which work is generally and usually performed 
by so-called hairdressers, cosmetologists, cosmeticians, beauticians, hairstyl­
ists, coiffeurists or beauty culturists and however denominated, in so-called 
hairdressing and beauty shops and hairstyling salons, which work is for the 
cleanliness and beautification of the hair, such as arranging, modeling, dres­
sing, combing, brushing, beautifying, curling, waving, straightening, dyeing, 
tinting, permanent waving, cleansing, cutting, styling, singeing, bleaching or 
coloring; and the massaging, cleansing, stimulating, exercising or similar 
work upon the scalp, face, arms, hands or neck with the hands, or by use of 
mechanical or electrical application of creams, tonics and soothing lotions, 
and antiseptics for use with instruments or with the hands; and of manicur­
ing the fingernails and beautifying of the hands of males and females, and 
pedicuring toenails of females, and of the bleaching of external hair upon the 
scalp, face, arms, hands, neck and legs, and the fitting, dressing, combing, 
brushing, curling, waving, cleaning, cutting, singeing, bleaching, coloring of 
a wig, wiglet or hairpiece made of human hair, animal hair or synthetics on 
or off the head other than incident to original retail sales, or doing similar 
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work thereon by use of the hands or any method of mechanical application 
or appliances or the practice of haircutting on any person. Nothing in this 
subsection or otherwise in this chapter shall be construed to authorize any 
person not licensed by the board to, at the time of original sale of a wig, 
wiglet or hairpiece, any more than place said wig, wiglet or hairpiece on the 
head of a buyer or prospective buyer and measure the head. 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. 32, § I553, amended. The first sentence of section I553 
of Title 32 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

No school of hairdressing and beauty culture shall be approved by the State 
Board of H8:iFaFeSseFs Cosmetology until it shall attach to its staff a physi­
cian duly licensed to practice medicine in the state where the school is lo­
cated, and familiar with the installation and use of electrical appliances 
adapted to hairdressing and beauty culture, nor unless it has a minimum re­
quirement of a continuous course of study of I,500 hours distributed over a 
term of not less than 9 months, including practical demonstrations, written 
or oral tests and theoretical and practical instruction in sanitation, sterilza­
tion and the use of antiseptics, cosmetics and electrical appliances, which 
course of study and instruction shall be subject to the approval of said board. 

Sec. 3. R. S., T. 32, § I553, amended. The 3rd sentence of the next to the 
last paragraph of section I553 of Title 32 of the Revised Statutes, is amended 
to read as follows: 

Said application shall be filed with the secretary of said board and shall be 
accompanied by an examination fee of ili+5- $25 which shall include registra­
tion, if examination is satisfactory. 

Sec. 4. R. S., T. 32, § I553, amended. The last sentence of the next to the 
last paragraph of section 1553 of Title 32 of the Revised Statutes, is amended 
to read as follows: 

Renewal fee for instructors shall be $'5' $IO. 

Sec. 5. R. S., T. 32, § I553, amended. The first 2 sentences of the last 
paragraph of section 1553 of Title 32 of the Revised Statutes are amended to 
read as follows: 

Students to be accepted shall have reached at least the age of 16 and fttt.¥e 
esm.rlete4 ~ +etft ~ ffi f% seeS1'l:a8:FY ~ be a high school graduate or 
the equivalent. An enrollment record of each new student admitted to a 
school shall be sent to the secretary of the board on the first day of each 
month, accompanied by a registration fee of ~ $5 for each new student. 

Sec. 6. R. S., T. 32, § I555, repealed and replaced. Section I555 of Title 
32 of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following enacted in place 
thereof: 

§ 1555. Penalties 

Any person violating this chapter, including but not limited to the practic­
ing of cosmetology in this State, without having obtained a certificate of 
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registration as provided by this chapter or employing a person to practice 
cosmetology who has not such a certificate, unless he is an apprentice within 
the meaning of this chapter, or falsely pretending to be qualified to practice 
cosmetology under this chapter, shall be deemed gUilty of a misdemeanor and 
on conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not more than $500 or by 
imprisonment for not more than 6 months, or by both. 

Sec. 7. R. S., T. 32, § 1601, amended. The first 3 paragraphs of section 
1601 of Title 32 of the Revised Statutes, as amended, are further amended to 
read as follows: 

The State Board of :gaiF8:F2SS€FS Cosmetology, as heretofore established 
and in this chapter designated as the "board," shall consist of 6 members who 
shall be citizens of this State, 5 of whom shall have been engaged in the 
practice of hairdressing for a least 5 years immediately prior to their appoint­
ment. The tenure of each board member shall be for ~ 3 years. 

The 5 members of the board who are RaiF8:fCSS€fS cosmetologists shall be 
appointed by the Governor with the advice and consent of the Council. The 
Director of the Bureau of Health shall be a member of the board but shall 
have no vote. The board members who are Raif8:FCSSCfS cosmetologists shall 
be actively engaged in the practice of hairdressing during their membership 
on said board and shall annually, in January, elect a chairman. +ft.e 5-€~ 
.fifHF8:FCSSCF ~ ffi€ffiBCf ~ ~ ~ €RaifRlaft. 

The present Raif8:f€Ssin!;, cosmetologist members of the board shall serve 
until the expiration of their present term of office and shall be eligible for 
reappointment. However, no person shall be eligible to serve more than 3 
consecutive terms. 

Sec. 8. R. S., T. 32, § 1601, amended. The 4th paragraph of section 1601 
of Title 32 of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following enacted in 
place thereof: 

The board shall employ, subject to the Personnel Law, a full-time executive 
director. The salary of said executive director shall be determined by the 
Personnel Board and shall be paid from funds received under this chapter. 

The executive director of said board shall keep a record of all proceedings, 
issue all notices, except those required to be issued by the Administrative 
Hearing Commissioner under Title 5, chapters 301 to 307, certificates of reg­
istration and licenses, attest all such papers and orders as said board shall 
direct, cause to be made sanitary inspections at least twice a year of shops, 
schools and other establishments subject to a license under this chapter as 
part of the duties of administering the affairs of said board, and shall report 
annually to the Governor and Council giving a full statement of all receipts 
and expenditures and a statement of the work performed by the board during 
the year, together with such recommendations as deemed necessary. 

The executive director shall employ, subject to the Personnel Law, sani­
tarians, clerical help and such other staff as may be required to carry out the 
functions of the board. The salary of such staff shall be determined by the 
Personnel Board and shall be paid from funds received under this chapter. 



4 LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 629 

The board shall have the right to dismiss, with cause, the executive director 
provided for in this section. 

Sec. g. R. S., T. 32, § I60I, amended. The last paragraph of section r60r 
of Title 32 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

Each member of the board shall be allowed the sum of ~ $35 per day and 
their necessary expenses for actual attendance upon any examination of can­
didates for registration and for any necessary hearings and board meetings. 

Sec. ro. R. S., T. 32, § I602, amended. The 3rd paragraph of section r602 
of Title 32 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

Any me~t' authorized representative of the board shall have power to 
enter and make reasonable examination of any such shop or establishment 
during business hours for the purpose of ascertaining whether or not the 
rules and regulations are being observed. 

Sec. II. R. S., T. 32, § I65I, amended. Section r65r of Title 32 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended by adding at the end a new paragraph to read 
as follows: 

It shall be unlawful for any person to practice cosmetology in any place 
other than a registered beauty shop, provided that a registered cosmetologist 
may in an emergency furnish cosmetological treatments to persons in the 
permanent or temporary residences of such persons by appointment. 

Sec. I2. R. S., T. 32, § I652, amended. The last sentence of the last para­
graph of section r652 of Title 32 of the Revised Statutes is repealed as follows: 

+f ~ 5i±eC~, ftf>~lic8!flt ~ fi.a¥e.tfte flFioiIcgc e4 ~ it ~Cn8:l'Rifl8:­
-tf.eft ~ fl8!Yl'Rcnt e4 it ~ e4 $+e i!:1; ~ 51:1:BSCEj:1:1:Cflt CJ£8!l'Rifl8:tiofl ftel.4 ~ .tfte 
~~it~e4e-tTe ~. 

Sec. I3. R. S., T. 32, § I653, amended. Section r653 of Title 32 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ I653. Examinations; temporary permits 

The board shall hold at least .: 4 public examinations each year, and at 
such times and places as it shall designate, however, in any event, each appli­
cant shall be examined within go days of receipt of his application. Additional 
examinations may be held at the discretion of the board; Notice of all ex­
aminations shall be given by publication at least ~ 7 days before the holding 
of any such examination in itt ~ .: ~ RC 7 ;VSfl8!flCFS flFifltCS ~ fl1:1:BIisftcs 
ffi .tfte C01:1:flty ffi ~ s-t:tdt Cn8!l'Rifl8!tiofl5 ~ .ee' fi.el.4 the state newspaper 
or a newspaper of general circulation printed and published in the county 
where the examination is to be held. 

If any applicant to practice ft8:iFSFcssiRg ~ BC8!1:1:t) c1:1:lh-uc cosmetology, 
who has been a resident of the State for a period of at least amo:;.tfts 30 days 
and the applicant files with the board a certificate indicaHng'~applicant's in­
tention to reside in Maine for the next 6 months, if in 'the board's judgment 
such certificate was filed in: good faith, qualifies for examination, the board 
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may issue to such applicant, until the results of the applicant's examination 
have been given, a permit to practice hs,init'essiag' ~ ses,1:l:ty e1:l:lt1:l:t'e cos­
metology under the supervision of a person registered to practice aait'at'es­
~ ~ sea1:l:ty cttltttt'e cusmetology. The permit shall terminate with a re­
turn of the results of the examination fo1l8'11 iRg s,flfllies,at'e Ej:1:l:Rliiies,tioa for 
which applicant is scheduled for examination. +f s,flfllieaat ~ ~ eJ.s,ffiiaa 
~ f€lUo" iag Ej:tts,liiies,tioR, ~ s,flfllies,at ~ i'efteW ~ te flt's,etiee 
as,it'at'essiRg' &H4 bes,1:l:ty ettltttt'c ~ sttflet' iisioa ~ ft ~ t'egistet'ea te 
flt's,etiee hs,it'aressing ~ ses,tlty etllttlt'e, ~ tfte, ~ e+ tfte, fte*t e6ft­

seet:tive elHunil'ls,tiol'l ~ ~ ~, ftt wffl.dT ~ ~ ~ eJ(flit'es ~ 
~ iffit ~ reRe" s,131e. ~ ftfltJlieal'lt ~ iffit ~ eORsiaet'ea ftft s,flflt'el'ltiee. 
The applicant shall pay to the board a fee of $3. 

Any student currently enrolled in a licensed Maine School of Cosmetology 
may be granted a work permit upon satisfactory completion of 1200 hours of 
study, that will permit said student to work part-time in a licensed beauty 
shop, under the supervision of a licensed cosmetologist. 

Sec. 14. R. S., T. 32, § 1654, amended. Section 1654 of Title 32 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended by adding a new paragraph at the end to read 
as follows: 

The board may promulgate rules under which any person licensed to prac­
tice cosmetology in another state or country may, consistent with said rules 
upon the payment of a fee of $25, be entitled to a certificate of registration 
without examination. In promulgating said rules, the board shall consider 
the applicant's education, experience and the standards existing for licensing 
at the time of applicant's initial licensing in the state or country in which the 
applicant is licensed. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

Most of the changes are minor variations of the basic law, except for the 
definition of hairdressing, beauty culture and cosmetology, etc. Hopefully, 
this will make a more workable law that would better serve the public and 
the people in this field of endeavor. 

The only item that will cause any increased cost is raising the board mem­
bers' pay from $20 to $35 per day. This would run approximately $900 a year 
more than at the $20 rate. The proposed increase in exam and license fees 
should raise over $2,000. 




