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ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 610

H. P. 455 House of Representatives, February 4, 1971
Referred to Committee on Health and Institutional Services. Sent up for
concurrence and ordered printed.
BERTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk
Presented by Mr. Martin of Eagle Lake.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SEVENTY-ONE

AN ACT to Abolish Claim by State Against Estate of Deceased Recipients
of Aid to the Aged, Blind or Disabled.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

R. 8., T. 22, § 3453, repealed. Section 3453 of Title 22 of the Revised Stat-
utes, as amended, is repealed as follows:

§ 3453, Cleims apeinst decedent’s estate

Hpen the death of & person whe 1o receiving aid 4o the ased, blind of dis-
shell bave & eleis appinst his estate, alloweable in probote court and enforee-
abte i sceordance wath Jide 9, for all money paymenis paid under ehap-
ters o5F 0 655, Sueh elnimr shall have priosity over el unsceured elnims
aeainst sweh estate, exeept:

. Admindotrative expenses. Mrdminiotration expenses, meluding probate
fees and tases—

2. KExpenses of last steleness.  Isepenses of last sieleness.

3. Funeral expenses. Huneral expences, not exeeeding $teo, exclusive of
elesavmren’s honorartum and cemetery expense.

The Attorpey Generad shell colleet any cledm whieh the State meay hawe
asainst sueh estete, Mo such elatm shall be enforced against eny reel es-
tote while it is eceupied a5 & home by the surviring spotse of the reeipient
end seid spetse dees mot marey apenr. H the State participates in federal
funds for the purpeses of chapters 95F to 659, & sum equal to the pro sate
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ehare to whick the United States is equitebly entitled of the net amount eol-
lected from the estate ef the reeipient, with respeet o aid to the aged, blind
or disebled furniched him, shell be prompily paid by the Freasurer of Stete
te%heUn—iteéSﬁ&tee&s*eq-u&*eébyt—hemeﬁéheUﬁ%eéSé&te&

STATEMENT OF FACT

This bill will remove the claim against the estate of a recipient of aid to
the aged, blind or disabled. Its passage may tend to increase case-loads, but
probably not significantly so.

Our present annual recoveries from estates are about $225000 per year.
Of this about $145,000 is returned to the Federal Government. The balance
of about $80,000 1s available for our use. However, our costs of collection
are about $15,000 per year of state funds. Net state fund benefit to us, there-
fore, of estate recovery is about $65,000 per year. This revenue loss would
not necessitate any adjustment of budget requests.





