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ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 571

H. P. 408 House of Representatives, February 3, 1971
Referred to Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs. Sent up
for concurrence and ordered printed.
BERTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk
Presented by Mr. Genest of Waterville. :

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SEVENTY-ONE

AN ACT Relating to Welfare Assis}cance.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. R. S., T. 14, § 1506, amended. Section 1506 of T1t1e 14 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 1506. Improper action in Superior Court, 14 costs;
' report of referees, full costs allowed

In actions commenced in the Superior Court, eseept these by er amainst
tewrns for the suppest ef paupess if it appears on the rendition of judgment
that the action should have been commenced before a District Court, includ-
ing actions of replevin where the value of the property does not exceed $zo,
the plaintiff recovers for cost only 24 part of his débt or damages. On
_reports .of - referees, full costs “nay be allowed unless the report otherw1sp
provides. :

Sec. 2. R. 8, T. 17, § 3062, amended. Section 3062 1of ‘.Title 17 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ .2062. - Warrant to search for enticed female

When as ewerseer of the PGO-I‘ a police officer, constable, parent or cruardlan
“has reason to believe that a female has been mvelgled or: enticed to a house
of i1l fame, he may complain on:-oath to a competent judge who may issue his
search warrant, as in other cases, to enter such house by day or night, search
for such female and bring her and the person in whose keeping she is found
before him, and may ordbr her to be delivered to the complamant or to be
discharged, as law and justice require.
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Sec. 3. R. S, T. 18, § 3601, amended. The first paragraph of section 3601
of Title 18 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 29 of chapter 433
of the public laws of 1969 is further amended to read as follows:

The judge of probate may appoint guardians to the following persons resi-
dent in his county, or resident out of the State, and having estate in his
county, although over 20 years of age, on written application of any of their
friends, relatives or creditors or of the municipal officers ex everseess of the
peor of the town where they reside or of the Department of Health and
Welfare; but when the judge is interested, either in his own right, in trust
or in any other manner, or is within the 6th degree of kindred, said applica-
tion shall be made to and such appointment shall be made by the judge in
any adjoining county and the record of said appointment shall show why it
was so made:

Sec. 4. R. S., T. 19, § 62, amended. The 6th sentence of section 62 of
Title 19 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

No certificate shall be issued to a male or female under 16 years of age with-
out the written consent of their parents, guardians or persons to whom a
court has given custody of such minors first presented, if they have any
living, and without said clerk having notified in writing the judge of probate
in the county in which they reside of the filing of such intentons, who may
in the interest of public welfare order that no such certificate shall be issued
feF t6 & Stete, eity of tows pauper, whern the overseers of sueh towsn whese
the pauper resides depostt a lst of their stete, eity or town peupers with
the efesle.

Sec. 5. R. S, T. 21, § 1, sub-§ 22, repealed. Subsection 22 of section 1 of
Title 21 of the Revised Statutes is repealed.

Sec. 6. R. S, T. 22, § 46, amended. The last sentence of section 46 of
Title 22 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by chapter 283 of the public
. laws of 1969, is repealed, as follows: :

Nepepseﬁeh&ubeéeemeé&p&a@efbyfe&seﬁe{haﬁngfeee#eé%hebe&eﬁ-ﬁ
of any funds, either State er munietpel, whieh shall have been expended in

Sec. 7. R. 8, T. 22, § 458, amended. Section 458 of Title 22 of the Re-
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 458. Medical supplies for indigent persons

The local health officer in any tews municipality furnishing an indigent
person heving peupes setdlement iw another tows antitoxin or other medical
supplies shall be reimbursed by the tews tr which the patient has paupes
settlement State. The State shall reimburse eities or towns furnishinne sueh

supphes to any person having ne legal settlement in any eiby of town within
the State

Sec. 8. R. S, T. 22, § 957, amended. The last paragraph of section 957
of Title 22 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:
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All expenses for medical care and medicine, including antitoxin, incurred
in carrying out this section, or incurred in furnishing families or persons
affected with tuberculosis with supplies needed to prevent the spread of
infection, shall be deemed a legitimate expenditure for the protection of the
public health and shall be charged to the account of incidental expenses of
the town bt #ot to any pauper account, ﬂefs—ha}laﬁypepseﬁseq-m&&neé
and assisted be eonsidered e pauper, of be subteet to disfrenchisement for
thet eatse, untess sueh persens are alrendy paupers as defined i the Revised
Statutes. All other expenses may be recovered from the person quarantined,
or whose family is quarantined or from his parents, if able, otherwise from
the tews i which he has legal setilement State. This seetion shall net
#4683 £6 dAF

Sec. 9. R. 8., T. 22, § 960, amended. Section g6o of Title 22 of the Re-
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 960. Antitoxins, vaccines and drugs; available free

To provide for the control of diphtheria and other contagious diseases, the
local health officer shall furnish antitoxin, vaccines, drugs and necessary
medical attention free to all indigent persons suffering from such diseases at
the expense of the tews State, in such manner as the department may direct.

If the health officer fails to furnish such supplies, the State may do so and
ekarpe the aecount to the tows.

Sec. 10. R. S., T. 22, § 1049, amended. The last sentence of section 1049
of Title 22 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

In cases of needy patients, who are not able to provide themselves with
proper supplies or material in the opinion of the attending physician needed
to prevent the communication of infection, the physician may send a requisi-
tion to the local health officer of the town in which the tuberculous patient
lives, for such supplies and material to aid him in preventing the spread of
the disease, and all local health officers shall honor, so far as possible, any
requisition signed by the attending physician, and the bill for these supplies
shall be paid by the tew# State.

Sec. 11. R. 8., T. 22, § 3100, additional. Title 22 of the Revised Statutes
is amended by adding a new section 3100, to read as follows:

§ 3100. State policy on welfare

It is the policy of this State:

1. Persons in need. That its social welfare program shall provide assist-
ance, care and service to the persons of the State in need thereof and thereby
promote the well-being of all the people of the State;

2. Purpose. That it is the purpose of the social welfare laws to establish
and support programs which contribute to the prevention of dependency and
social maladjustment, as well as rehabilitative, preventive and protective
serv1ces
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3. Administration. That assistance, care and service shall be administered
promptly, with due regard for the preservation of family life, and without
restriction of individual rights or discrimination on account of race, religion,
political affiliation or place of residence within the State;

4. Adequate assistance. That assistance, care and service shall be so
administered as to maintain and encourage dignity, self-respect and self-
reliance. It is the legislative intent that financial assistance granted shall be
adequate to maintain a reasonable standard of health and decency based on
current cost of living indices;

5. Family life. That it is further declared to be the policy of this State
to direct its efforts to the strengthening of family life for the care and pro-
tection of children; to assist and encourage the use by any family of all avail-
able personal and community resources to this end; and to provide substitute
care of children only when the family, with the use of resources available to
it, is unable to provide the necessary care and protection to assure the rights
of any child to sound health, and normal physical, mental, spiritual and moral
development;

6. Federal funds. That all legitimate advantage should be taken of fed-
eral funds available toward Maine’s public welfare costs.

Sec. 11-A. R. S., T. 22, § 3303, repealed. Section 3303 of Title 22 of the
Revised Statutes is repealed.

Sec. 12. R. 8., T. 22, §§ 3796, 4451, 4452, 4452-A, 4453, 4454, 4455, 4456,
4457, 4458 and 4458-A, repealed. Section 3796, section 4451, as amended by
sections 51 and 52 of chapter 433 of the public laws of 1969, section 4452,
section 4432-A, as enacted by chapter 388 of the public laws of 1967, section
4453, as amended by chapter g of the public laws of 1969, sections 4454 to
4456, section 4457, as amended by section 6o of chapter 544 of the public laws
of 1967, section 4458 and section 4458-A, as enacted by chapter 380 of the
public laws of 1965, all of Title 22 of the Revised Statutes, are repealed.

Sec. 13. R. 8., T. 22, § 4459, repealed and replaced. Section 4459 of Title
"22 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 36-A of chapter 504 of the
public laws of 1969, is repealed and the following enacted in place thereof:

§ 4459. General assistance at expense of State

A program of general assistance for persons in need of immediate assistance,
service or care shall be operated and administered by the department in
accordance with rules and regulations adopted by the department with the
advice and consent of a General Assistance Committee after due notice of
the pendence of such rules and regulations has been published in newspapers
of general circulation in each county, with such publication appearing once
weekly at least 3 weeks prior to the date of the proposed adoption of said
rules and regulations. Such a program of general assistance shall not 1nc1}1de
the operating and financing of institutions other than the purchase of services
from local establishments or agencies.

On the effective date of this Act or as soon thereafter as possib!e, the over-
seers of the poor or other municipal officers previously charged with granting
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municipal relief shall hold such records until authorized by the commissioner
to dispose of them or turn them over to the department.

Any liability or comimitment of any municipality or political subdivision
within the State for assistance or relief granted which exists or is pending on
the effective date of this Act shall remain the responsibility of the munici-
pality or political subdivision and neither expenses nor debts so incurred or
pending shall be transferred to the department.

Any bond, contract or other agreement between a municipality and the
State or state institutions which binds a municipality for full or partial sup-
port, clothing, transportation, burial or any other aid, assistance or service
provided to an inmate of a state institution or financial assistance granted by
the department entered into under laws or regulations prior to the effective
date of this Act shall on that date become null and void.

The commissioner shall establish within the department such organiza-
tional structures as he deems proper for the administration of this program
of general assistance.

Sec. 14. R. S, T. 22, § 4459-A, additional. Title 22 of the Revised Stat-
utes 1s amended by adding a new section 4459-A, to read as follows:

§ 4456-A. General Assistance Committee

A General Assistance Committee in connection with the department shall
consist of one member from each of the 16 counties in the State of Maine,
which members shall be persons of low income as defined by current govern-
mental indices. The members shall be appointed by the Governor from a list
of persons of low income eligible for appointment to membership for a term
of 2 years, and until his successor is appointed and duly qualified. The mem-
bers of said committee shall serve without compensation, but may be allowed
actual and necessary expenses for attendance at the meetings.

The committee shall meet upon call of the chairman or, in his absence,
upon the call of the vice-chairman. The committee shall meet at least once
monthly with the commissioner to discuss and take appropriate action on
matters relative to rules and regulations of the general assistance program.
QOne such meeting shall be held annually in January, at which time a chair-
man and vice-chairman shall be elected from its members.

A person becomes eligible for appointment to membership of the committee
on the written petition of at least 100 residents of the county from which he
seeks appointment. Such petition shall be filed with the Secretary of State’s
Office.

Sec. 15. R. S., T. 22, §§ 4460, 4461, 4462, 4463, 4464 and 4466, repealed.
Section 4460, section 4461 as amended by chapter 23 of the public laws of
19605, sections 4462 to 4464 and section 4466, all of Title 22 of the Revised
Statutes, are repealed.

Sec. 16. R. 8., T. 22, § 4465, repealed and replaced. Section 4465 of Title
22 of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following enacted in place
ihereot:
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§ 4465. Municipal service officer ; appointment ; duties

1. Municipal service officer. The Commissioner of Health and Welfare
shall determine those municipalities which need a municipal service officer
who shall act under the sole supervision, control and direction of the com-
missioner, or his designated representative, in administering general assist-
ance under this Title. The commissioner shall establish standards and quali-
fications for such municipal service officers. Within 60 days after notification
by the commissioner of such need for a municipal service officer, the munici-
pal officers of the municipality shall nominate one or more persons within the
standards and qualifications established by the commissioner. When the
commissioner determines that one municipal service officer shall serve more
than one municipality, the municipal officers of each such municipality shall
meet in conference and jointly nominate one or more persons within the
standards and qualifications established by the commissioner. The commis-
sioner shall appoint a municipal service officer from the nominees submitted
by the municipal officers if such nominee qualifies for the appointment. If
the municipal officers fail to submit nominations within 6o days after notifi-
cation by the commissioner that a municipal service officer will be appointed,
or if the nominees submitted by the municipal officers do not qualify under
the standards established by the commissioner, then the commissioner may
appoint such municipal service officer without further consultation with the
municipal officers. Any vacancies occurring in the office of municipal service
officer shall be filled in the same manner as provided for appointment. The
municipal service officer shall in no way be under the control, supervision or
direction of any municipal official or officials.

2. Duties. The duties of the municipal service officer shall be:

A. To make available applications and information on general assistance
as required by any individual;

B. To authorize from funds advanced to him emergency assistance pur-
suant to the statutes and the rules and regulations of the department;

C. To perform other duties as directed by the commissioner and as re-
quired by law.

3. Application. The employment of a municipal service officer shall in
no way prohibit any person from inquiring about or applying for assistance
directly to an office of the Department of Health and Welfare nor prohibit a
full-time employee of the Department of Health and Welfare authorized by
the commissioner from answering inquiries, accepting applications for and
authorizing grants of general assistance.

Sec. 17. R. S, T. 22, § 4467, amended. Section 4467 of Title 22 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 4467. Liability of relatives for support; procedure

The spouse, father of minor children and mother of minor children, grand-

father, grandmother, ehildren and grendehildren, by econsanguinity lrving
within the State and of suflieient ebthty shall support persons chargeable in
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proportion to their respective ability. # tews, the The State or any kindred
of a pawper person who has received general assistance, having incurred ex-
pense for the relief of such pauper person, may complain to the Superior
Court in the county where any of the kindred reside. The court may cause
such kindred to be summoned, and upon hearing or default may assess and
apportion a reasonable sum upon such as are found to be of sufficient ability
for the support of such peuper person to the time of such assessment, and
shall issue a writ of execution. Such assessment shall not be made to pay
any expense for relief afforded more than 6 months before the complaint was
filed. Such complaint may be filed with the clerk of the court who shall issue
a summons thereon, returnable and to be served as writs of summons are,
On suggestion motion of either party alleging that there are other kindred
of ability not named, the complaint may be amended by inserting their
names, and they may be summoned in like manner and be proceeded against
as if originally named. The court may assess and apportion upon such kin-
dred a sum sufficient for the future support of such pesper person, to be paid
rartesly weekly or monthly, until further order end may direet svith wheom
of sueh kindred consenting thereto end for what Hime he mey dwell, heving
regard to his comfort and their conventenee. On application of the tows, the
State or person to whom payment was ordered, the clerk may issue or renew
a writ of execution returnable to the next term of the court to collect what
may be due for any preceding guaster period. The court may, from time to
time, make any further order on complaint of a party interested, and after
notice given, alter such assessment or apportionment. On failure to sustain
a complaint, the respondents recover costs.

Sec. 18. R. 8., T. 22, §§ 4468-4482. Repealed. Section 4468, as amended
by sections 1 and 2 ¢f chapter 56 of the public laws of 1965 and by chapter
486 of the public laws of 1967, sections 4469 to 4471, section 4472, as amended
by chapter 60 of the public laws of 1969, sections 4473 to 4476, section 4477,
as amended by chapter 247 of the public laws of 1965, and sections 4478 to
4482, all of Title 22 of the Revised Statutes, are repealed.

Sec. 19. R. S, T. 22, § 4483, amended. Section 4483 of Title 22 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 4483. Reimbursemnent to individuals relieving destitute persons

Few# The department shall pay expenses necessarily incurred for the relief
of paupers destitute persons by &#n imkebitast a person not liable for their
support, after notice and request to the everseess department, until provision
is made for them.

Sec. 20. R. 8, T. 22, §§ 4484-4490, repealed. Sections 4484 to 4490 of
Title 22 of the Revised Statutes are repealed.

Sec. 21. R. S, T. 22, § 4491, amended. Section 4491 of Title 22 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 4491. False representations to department

Whoever knowmgly and willfully makes any false written representations
%erhaemse&se%%hepeﬁfe%aﬂy%ewﬁefe&?erﬂ&eﬁ&geﬁﬁefto the
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Department of Health and Welfare or its agents for the purpose of causing
himself or any other person to be supported in whole or in part b5 & tews of
ey of Dy the State shall be punished by a fine of not more than $300 or by
imprisonment for not more than 11 months.

Sec. 22. R. 8, T. 22, §§ 4492-4495, repealed. Section 4492, as amended by
section I of chapter 292 of the public laws of 1965, sections 4493 and 4494,
and section 4495, as enacted by section I of chapter 434 of the public laws of
1965, all of Title 22 of the Revised Statutes, are repealed.

Sec. 23. R. 8, T. 22, §§ 4496-4498, additional. Title 22 of the Revised
Statutes is amended by adding 3 new sections, 4496 to 4498, to read as follows:

§ 4496. Grant, denials, decreases or closings to be confirmed in writing

Any action relative to granting, denial, decreasing or closing of general
assistance to an individual or family must be confirmed in wrltlng to the
applicant and shall include the specific reason or reasons for such action.

§ 4497. Right to fair hearing

Any person dissatisfled with a decision, act, failure to act or delay in action
in regard to his request or application for assistance shall have the right to a
fair hearing by the commissioner or his designated representative in the
same manner as prescribed in the administration of financial assistance under
the Federal Social Security Act.

§ 4408. —Right to pretermination evidentiary hearing

In any instance when it is evident that termination of, suspension of or
reduction of assistance is necessary, the recipient shall be given timely and
advance notice detailing the reasons for the propeosed action and informing
the recipient of his rwh to request an evidentiary hearing. The impending
action of termination, suspension or reduction shall not be carried out until
the evidentiary hearing has been offered and held and required actions are
completed.

~ Sec. 24. R. 8, T. 22, § 47035, amended. Section 4705 of Title 22 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 4705. Special officers

As eversees of the poer, & A road commissioner, a local health officer and
a tribal hall keeper may be appomtud by the tribal governor of each of the
Indian tribes subject to the approval of the tribal council, if any, of each such
tribe. Such officers shall advise with the commissioner and receive compensa-
tion for duties performed upcn his autherization.

Sec. 25. R. 8., T. 22, § 4713, repealed. Section 4713 of Title 22 of the
Revised Statutes is repealed.

Sec. 26. R. 8., T. 22, 8§ 4771 and 4772, repealed. Sections 4771 and 4772
of Title 22 of the Revised Statutes are repealed.
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Sec. 27. R. S., T. 28, § 303, amended. The 2nd paragraph of section 303
of Title 28 of the Revised Statutes, as amended, is further amended to read
as follows:

No licensee by himself, clerk, servant or agent shall sell, offer to sell or
furnish any liquor to any person on a passbook or store order, or receive
from any person any goods, wares, merchandise or other articles in exchange
for liquor, except only such packages or original containers as were originally
purchased from such licensee, by the person returning the same. No licensee,
by himself, clerk, servant or agent entitled to sell malt liquor or table wine
not to be consumed on the premises shall sell, furnish, give or deliver such
malt liquor or table wine to any person visibly intoxicated, to any mentally
ill person, to a known habitual drunkard, +s es% pauper to persons of known
intemperate habits or to any minor under the age of 20 years. No licensee
by himself, clerk, servant or agent shall sell, furnish, give, serve or permit to
be served any liquor to be consumed on the premises to any person visibly
intoxicated, to any mentally ill person, to a known habitual drunkard, & aa¥
peupes to persons of known intemperate habits or to any minor under the
age of 20 years. Any licensee who accepts an order or receives payment for
liquor from a minor shall be considered as in violation of this paragraph.

Sec. 28. R. 8., T. 28, § 1058, amended. Section 1058 of Title 28 of the
Revised Statutes, as amended by chapter 143 of the public laws of 1965 and
by chapter 215 of the public laws of 1967 and by chapter 180 of the public
laws of 1969, is further amended to read as follows:

§ 1058. Furnishing liquor to certain persons prohibited

Whoever, other than a licensee or his agent within the scope of their em-
ployment, knowingly procures or in any way aids or assists in procuring
liquor or whoever furnishes, gives or delivers liquor to a minor who may
not legally purchase liquor for himself or for any intoxicated persons, paupes
mentally ill person or person of known intemperate habits, except that this
provision shall not apply to liquor served to a minor in a home in the presence
of his parent or guardian, shall be punished by a fine of not more than $z00
or by imprisonment for not more than 11 months, or by both.

Sec. 29. R. S, T. 30, § 2060, sub-§ 4, amended. Subsection 4 of section
2060 of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 1 of chapter
114 of the public laws of 1969, is further amended to read as follows:

4. Selectmen. The following provisions apply to selectmen and exerseers:

A. A town may determine at a meeting held at least 60 days before the
annual meeting whether 3, 5 or 7 shall be elected 4o eaek beasd and their
terms of office. '

(1) Once the determination has been made, it shall stand until revoked
at a meeting held at least 60 days before the annual meeting.

(2) 1If a town fails to fix the number, 3 shall be elected. If a town fails
to fix the term, it shall be for one year.
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B. IWhen others have not been eleeted, the seleetmen shall sesve a8 oves-
seers of the peer

C. A town may, in electing these officials, designate one of them as chair-
man of the board.

(1) If no person is so designated, the board shall elect by ballot a
chairman from its own membership, before assuming the duties of office.
Where no member receives a majority vote, the clerk shall determine
the chairman by lot.

D. If the town fails to fix the compensation of these officials at its annual
meeting, they shall be paid $10 each per day for every day actually and
necessarily employed in the service of the town.

Sec. 30. R. S., T. 30, § 2203, sub-§ 5, repealed. Subsection 5 of section
2203 of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is repealed.

Sec. 31. R. S, T. 30, § 5303, amended. Section 5303 of Title 30 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 5303. Audit

The board is authorized and empowered, in the event that a municipality
becomes one year and 6 month in arrears in the payment of its taxes to
the State in full or in part or defaults on any bond issue or payment of
interest due thereon or refuses or neglects to pay school and other salaries
due and has reeetved from the state funds in suppert of H#s pees, to cause to
be made an audit of the financial condition of said municipality at the expense
of said municipality, or an investigation of the financial affairs of such
municipality that will reveal whether or not its affairs-are in such condition
that the interest of the State and public necessity in its judgment require
that its affairs be taken over and administered under this subchapter and to
make such other investigation of the affairs thereof as it shall deem wise to
determine the reason for such failure to pay such taxes and indebtedness asd
the reason for the need for state relief of s poer.

#r support of tis poer, the beard 19 authorized and directed to esuse to be
Sec. 32. R. 8., T. 30, § 5614, amended. Section 5614 of Title 30 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 5614. Money for schools

All plantations may raise and expend money for the support of schools and
making and repairing schoolhouses, as provided in Title 20, section 851 and
for suppert of the peoer, &sp-feﬁd-eétﬂ%ﬂeee see&e&#%gand for sums

necessary for legal plantation expenses.

Sec. 33. R. S, T. 34, §§ 1091-1095, repealed. Sections 1091 to 1095 of Title
34 of the Revised Statutes are repealed.
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Sec. 34. R. 8., T. 34, § 1141, amended. Section 1141 of Title 34 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 1141. House of correction maintained by town

A town, at its own expense, may build and maintain a house of correction.
Ilﬁﬁ¥%ﬁelaleee%ee£eeﬁee&eﬂ+ssebﬂ-}+t the stmsheuse of any part thereef
e be used for aat purpese

Sec. 35. R. 8., T. 34, § 1142, amended. Section 1142 of Title 34 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 1142. Selectmen in charge

Such house of correction shall be in charge of the ewverseers of the peos
selectmen of the town maintaining the same, who shall have the inspection
and government of the same and may establish from time to time such rules
and orders not repugnant to law as they deem necessary for governing and
punishing persons lawfully committed thereto. Wesn an almsbouse is used
for & house of correction, Hhe master thereof shall be measter of the house of
eorreetion, but i ether enses e ovesscers thereof The selectmen shall ap-
point a suitable master, removable at their pleasure, and may fix his compen-
sation. The ewxerseess selectmen, from time to time, shall examine into the
prudential concerns and management of such house and see that the master
faithfully discharges his duty.

Sec. 36. R. S, T. 34, § 1143, amended. Section 1143 of Title 34 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 1143. Food and clothing for inmates

Every person committed to such house of correction shall be supplied with
suitable food and clothing and, if sick, with such medical attendance and care
as the ewerseess selectmen order. All expenses incurred for commitment and
maintenance, exceeding the earnings of the person confined, shall be paid by
the town where suel prisoner has his tegat settlemrent maintaining such
house of correction or by &ts the prisoner’s kindred.

Sec. 37. R. S., T. 34, § 1145, amended. Section 1145 of Title 34 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 1145. Insubordination; food abridged

If a prisoner is stubborn, disorderly, idle, refractory or refuses to perform
his appointed task in a proper manner, the master may abridge his supply
of food until he complies with the reasonable requirements of the master
and evesseers selectmen.

Sec. 38. R. 8., T. 34, §§ 1146 and 1147, repealed. Sections 1146 and 1147
of Title 34 of the Revised Statutes are repealed.

Sec. 39. R. S., T. 34, § 1148, amended. Section 1148 of Title 34 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:
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§ 1148. Earnings and expenditures of prisoners accounted for; excess

The master shall keep an exact account of the earnings of each prisoner
and of the expense incurred for commitment and maintenance, specifying the
time of his commitment and liberation, and present it, on oath, to the ewes-
shers of +he peos selectmen of the town where such house is established,
annually and oftener if directed. Fhe texsn may recover the ameount of sueh
espenses after dedueting the cornings of the prisoner from ilre towa where
suek prisower has kis leged setfesent. If such account shows the earnings
of such prisoner to exceed the expenses incurred for commitment and main-
tenance of said prisoner, such excess may be paid by the evesseess of the
selectmen to or for the benefit of the dependent family or kindred of said
prisoner.

Sec. 40. R. 8., T. 34, § 1149, amended. Section 1149 of Title 34 of the
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 1149. Remedy against family

If there are kindred, obliged by law to maintain the prisoner as provided
in Title 22, section 4467, such master o he tovwwn oblized to pay his ceccount
has the same remedy against such kindred as is provided in e 22, ehaptes
z2s+ for 4ewas the State incurring expense for relief and support of peupesrs
indigent persons.

Sec. 41. R. S, T. 34, § 1150, amended. Section 1150 of Title 34 of the Re-

3

vised Statutes is amended to read as follows:
§ 1150, Persons committed only on conviction

Persons shall be committed to s=eskhewuse e houses of correction only upon
conviction of the offenses, acts or conditions for which such commitments
are by law authorized before the District Court. Commitments to worlhouses

Sec. 42. R. S, T. 34, § 2421, sub-§ 1, amended. The last 2 sentences of
subsection I of section 2421 of Title 34 of the Revised Statutes are amended
to read as follows:

The department, after being made chargeable in the first instance for such
expenses, shall recover amounts paid under this section from the proposed
patient if able to pay, or from persons leorally liable for his support under
section 2512 if able to pay es from the towsn of legal settlement of the pre-
ﬁéﬁ@éy@ﬁ“ﬁ%&ﬁfﬁiﬁﬁ%r@rt—h&e‘fﬁéﬁs—se—%w Mo prepesed patiest
ﬁ-—e-e—seaérensass:t =6 and o455 shell suffer eny of the disabilities of
ﬁa-dﬁeﬁ%ﬁ oF bauwu d & paupes Js-y season of his imability e pay any of

Sec. 43. R. 8, T. 34, § 2421, sub-§ 2, amended. Subsecticn 2 of section
2421 of Title 34 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

2. Payment of expenses of indigent patients. If the department shall de-
termine that neither the proposed patient nor any person liable for support
under section 2512 is able to pay expenses of examination and commitment
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it shall certify that fact to the Department of Health and Welfare, which
department shall determine swhether the proposed patient has & }eg&l settle-
ment within the State. I i is determined that the propesed patient hes &
fegal settlement with the State, the Department of Mental Heelth and Cor-
L i is determined that there is no lepal settlement within the Siate, the De-

et of Health and YWelfare shall reimburse the Department of Mental
Health and Corrections for expenditures made under subsection 1.

Sec. v44. R. S, T. 34, § 3002, amended. The 2nd paragraph of section 3002
of Title 34 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

All funds collected from this source shall be credited to the General Fund.
Neo peuper disebilities shall be ercated by reasen of any eid of assistames
shven gader this section

Sec. 45. R. 8, T. 37, § 102, amended. The last sentence of section 102
of Title 37 of the Revised Statutes is repealed as follows:

During the period that sueh atd s being paid, the reeipient thereof shell net

er tose & settleszent of be in the proeess of sequiring or losins & set-
ﬂe&ﬁ%&&éf@?&&@ﬁ%ﬁeﬁ%ﬂg&&&h&t&ﬂﬁéﬁ%sﬂb@hﬁﬁ‘fﬁh&ﬁ%e@ﬁ
sidered & patper

Sec. 46. R. S., T. 37, §§ 151, 152 and 154, repealed. Section 131, section
152, as amended by section 8 of chapter 67 of the public laws of 1967, and
section 154, all of Title 37 of the Revised Statutes are repealed.

Sec. 47. Transfer of full-time employees. Any person who on the effec-
tive date of this Act is a full-time salaried employee in any municipal office
or department charged with full-time duties relating to administering munici-
pal relief and who upon date of request is in such full-time employment,
excepting any person employed as director in any municipal office or depart-
ment charged with full-time duties relating to administering municipal relief,
may request the Director of Personnel or the Commissioner of Health and
Welfare for transfer to employment in the Department of Health and Wel-
fare. Thereupon such person shall be employed at a salary no less than that
he is receiving from the municipality at the time of the transfer for full-time
employment without being subject to merit examination or probation status.
From the date of transfer to full-time employment in the Department of
Health and Welfare such persons will be subject to the same job classification
and performance standards as present employees of the Department of Health
and Welfare who have attained permanent status, with the exception that
their salaries shall be no less than they received from the municipality on
date of transfer. Duties and responsibilities of transferred employees shall
be established by the Commissioner of Health and Welfare. Any such trans-
fer employee, if not already a member of the Maine State Retirement System,
shall be allowed creditable service for a determination of his retirement
benefits, provided such employee, prior to the date any retirement benefits
become effective for him, makes contributions into the Members’ Contribu-
tion Fund for the years of municipal service on the same basis as he would
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have made contributions had such service been under the State Retirement
System. The commissioner is authorized to establish with the municipal
officers, on a contract basis, the conditions and circumstances by which mu-
nicipal service offices will be maintained.

Sec. 48. Appropriation. There is appropriated from the General Fund
the sum of $10,000,000 to carry out the purposes of this Act. The breakdown
shall be as follows:

1971-72 1972-73
HEALTH AND WELFARE, DEPARTMENT OF

General Assistance

Personal Services $ 500,000 $ 530,000

All Other 1,575,000 1,850,000

Capital Expenditures 45,000 —

Increasing Percentage of Need Met

AFDC

All Other 6,500,000 7,000,000
AABD

All Other 500,000 500,000

$9,120,000 $9,880,000

Sec. 49. Effective date. The effective date of this Act shall be January
1, 1972.

STATEMENT OF FACT

In September 1968, the Citizen’s Task Force on Intergovernmental Wel-
fare Programs recommended that Maine’s archaic and obsolete poor laws be
repealed and a state financed and administered program of general assistance
be established in its place. This Act would implement the recommendation of
the Citizen’s Task Force on Intergovernmental Welfare Programs and replace
Maine’s 17th Century poor relief machine with a zoth Century social welfare
program,





