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ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 571 

H. P. 408 House of Representatives, February 3, 1971 
Referred to Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs. Sent up 

for concurrence and ordered printed. 
BERTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. Genest of Waterville. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY-ONE 

AN ACT Relating to WeHare Assistance. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., T. I4, § 1506, amended. Section 1506 of Title I4 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ I506. Improper action in Superior Court, 14 costs; 
report of referees, full costs allowed 

In actions commenced in the Superior Court, ~ ~ ~ '*' agai'fi5t 
~5 ~ ~ 5ttp~ €.f flfr~ if it appears on the rendition of judgment 
that the action should have been commenced before a District Court, includ­
ing actions of replevin where the value of the property does not exceed $20, 
the plaintiff recovers for cost only 74 part of his debt or damages. On 

_ reports .·of referees, full costs may be allowed unless the report otherwise 
provides. . . 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. I7, § 3062, amended. Section 3062 .of Title 17 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§3062. Warrant to search for enticed female 

vVhen aft 8'ycnCffl' e+ #re ~ a police officer, constable, parent or guardian 
has reason' to believe that a female has been inveigled or enticed to a. house 
of ill fame, he may complain on oath to a competent judge who may issue his 
search warrant, as in other cases, to enter such house by day or night, search 
for such female and bring her and the person in whose keeping she is found 
before him, and may order her to be delivered to the complainant or to be 
discharged, as law and justice require. 
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Sec. 3. R. S., T. 18, § 3601, amended. The first paragraph of section 3601 
of Title IS of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 29 of chapter 433 
of the public laws of 1969 is further amended to read as follows: 

The judge of probate may appoint guardians to the following persons resi­
dent in his county, or resident out of the State, and having estate in his 
county, although over 20 years of age, on written application of any of their 
friends, relatives or creditors or of the municipal officers e¥ oveFseeFS e.f 4;fl.e 
~ of the town where they reside or of the Department of Health and 
Welfare; but when the judge is interested, either in his own right, in trust 
or in any other manner, or is within the 6th degree of kindred, said applica,­
tion shall be made to and such appointment shall be made by the judge in 
any adjoining county and the record of said appointment shall show why it 
was so made: 

Sec. 4. R. S., T. 19, § 62, amended. The 6th sentence of section 62 of 
Title 19 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

No certificate shall be issued to a male or female under 16 years of age with­
out the written consent of their parents, guardians or persons to whom a 
court has given custody of such minors first presented, if they have any 
living, and without said clerk having notified in writing the judge of probate 
in the county in which they reside of the filing of such intentons, who may 
in the interest of public welfare order that no such certificate shall be issued 
ftef' ~ fr ~, ~ e¥ tewiT J38:HJ3eF, ~ #te oveFseeFS e.f s-tteft tewiT ~ 
~ J38:HJ3eF FeStaeS aeJ30stt fr +ts-t e.f ~ ~, ~ e¥ tewiT J38:HJ3eFS wttft 
-efl.e~. 

Sec. 5. R. S., T. 21, § 1, sub-§ 22, repealed. Subsection 22 of section I of 
Title 21 of the Revised Statutes is repealed. 

Sec. 6. R. S., T. 22, § 46, amended. The last sentence of section 46 of 
Title 22 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by chapter 283 of the public 

. laws of 1969, is repealed, as follows: 

~ fJeFSOft ~ ~ aeemea fr J38:HJ3eF ~ ~ e.f 88:iift~ Feeeivea #te Befte~t 
e.f ftftj" ~, ~ ~ e¥ ftiHftieiJ38:1, wfl.ieft ~ M¥e ~ eJ(J3eftaea tft 
Me ~ ~ ~ seetton 

Sec. 7. R. S., T. 22, § 458, amended. Section 458 of Title 22 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 458. Medical supplies for indigent persons 

The local health officer in any tewiT municipality furnishing an indigent 
person 88: i ift~ J380HJ3eF settleR'leftt tft 8:ft8t8eF tewiT antitoxin or other medical 
supplies shall be reimbursed by the tewiT tft ~ #te J38:tieftt fitts fJ8:HJ3eF 
settleftieftt State. ~ ~ ~ Feifti8HF& ~ e¥ ~ fHFnis8tftft~ s-tteft 
sHJ3J3lies ffi ftftj" ~ 19:8: i ift~ He ~ settlement tft ftftj" ~ & tewiT wttfttft 
#te~ 

Sec. 8. R. S., T. 22, § 957, amended. The last paragraph of section 957 
of Title 22 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 
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All expenses for medical care and medicine, including antitoxin, incurred 
in carrying out this section, or incurred in furnishing families or persons 
affected with tuberculosis with supplies needed to prevent the spread of 
infection, shall be deemed a legitimate expenditure for the protection of the 
public health and shall be charged to the account of incidental expenses of 
the town ~ ~ 46 iHTj" flaHflcr aeeoHI,t, Tffif' ~ iHTj" ~ se qHaraHtiHca 
a-rt4 ~.s+ffi. ~ ~~ it flaHflcr, e-F ~ sHbj cct 46 aisfraHcHiscmcHt ffl¥ 
~ ett:t:tge, ~ ~ flcrSOHS tI:i"e alrca4y flaHflcrs tI:S- acfiHca ffi tfl.e Rc riscr! 
StatHtcs. All other expenses may be recovered from the person quarantined, 
or whose family is quarantined or from his parents, if able, otherwise from 
the ~ iTt Wfl+efl. fl.e #tt:s ~ scttlcmcHt State. ~ scctiOH ~ fte-t 
~ ~ ~ ~ tfl.e obligatioHs wfl+efl. tI:Fe iR'lfJOSCr! *fffi+l f.4 ~ scctions 
~t6'*47'+ 

Sec. 9. R. S., T. 22, § 960, amended. Section 960 of Title 22 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 960. Antitoxins, vaccines and drugs; available free 

To provide for the control of diphtheria and other contagious diseases, the 
local health officer shall furnish antitoxin, vaccines, drugs and necessary 
medical attention free to all indigent persons suffering from such diseases at 
the expense of the ~ft State, in such manner as the department may direct. 

If the health officer fails to furnish such supplies, the State may do so tt:tffi 
cHargc tfl.e accoHHt 46 tfl.e ~. 

Sec. 10. R. S., T. 22, § 1049, amended. The last sentence of section 1049 
of Title 22 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

In cases of needy patients, who are not able to provide themselves with 
proper supplies or material in the opinion of the attending physician needed 
to prevent the communication of infection, the physician may send a requisi­
tion to the local health officer of the town in which the tuberculous patient 
lives, for such supplies and material to aid him in preventing the spread of 
the disease, and all local health officers shall honor, so far as possible, any 
requisition signed by the attending physician, and the bill for these supplies 
shall be paid by the ~ State. 

Sec. II. R. S., T. 22, § 3100, additional. Title 22 of the Revised Statutes 
is amended by adding a new section 3100, to read as follows: 

§ 3100. State policy on welfare 

I t is the policy of this State: 

I. Persons in need. That its social welfare program shall provide assist­
ance, care and service to the persons of the State in need thereof and thereby 
promote the well-being of all the people of the State; 

2. Purpose. That it is the purpose of the social welfare laws to establish 
and support programs which contribute to the prevention of dependency and 
social maladjustment, as well as rehabilitative, preventive and protective 
services; 
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3. Administration. That assistance, care and service shall be administered 
prompt!y, with due regard for the preservation of family life, and without 
restrictlOn of individual rights or discrimination on account of race religion 
political affiliation or place of residence within the State; , , 

4. Adequate assistance. That assistance, care and service shall be so 
administered as to maintain and encourage dignity, self-respect and self­
reliance. It is the legislative intent that financial assistance granted shall be 
adequate to maintain a reasonable standard of health and decency based on 
current cost of living indices; 

5. Family life. That it is further declared to be the policy of this State 
to direct its efforts to the strengthening of family life for the care and pro­
tection of children; to assist and encourage the use by any family of all avail­
able personal and community resources to this end; and to provide substitute 
care of children only when the family, with the use of resources available to 
it, is unable to provide the necessary care and protection to assure the rights 
of any child to sound health, and normal physical, mental, spiritual and moral 
development; 

6. Federal funds. That all legitimate advantage should be taken of fed­
eral funds available toward Maine's public welfare costs. 

Sec. I I-A. R. S., T. 22, § 3303, repealed. Section 3303 of Title 22 of the 
Revised Statutes is repealed. 

Sec. 12. R. S., T. 22, §§ 3796, 4451, 4452, 4452-A , 4453, 4454, 4455, 4456, 
4457, 4458 and 4458-A, repealed. Section 3796, section 445I, as amended by 
sections 5I and 52 of chapter 433 of the public laws of I969, section 4452, 
section 4452-A, as enacted by chapter 388 of the public laws of I967, section 
4453, as amended by chapter 9 of the public laws of I969, sections 4454 to 
4456, section 4457, as amended by section 60 of chapter 544 of the public laws 
of I967, section 4458 and section 4458-A, as enacted by chapter 380 of the 
public laws of I965, all of Title 22 of the Revised Statutes, are repealed. 

Sec. 13. R. S., T. 22, § 4459, repealed and replaced. Section 4459 of Title 
22 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 36-A of chapter 504 of the 
public laws of I969, is repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 

§ 4459. General assistance at expense of State 
A program of general assistance for persons in need of immediate assistance, 

service or care shall be operated and administered by the department in 
accordance with rules and regulations adopted by the department with the 
advice and consent of a General Assistance Committee after due notice of 
the pendence of such rules and regulations has been published in newspapers 
of general circulation in each county, with such publication appearing once 
weekly at least 3 weeks prior to the date of the proposed adoption of said 
rules and regulations. Such a program of general assistance shall not include 
the operating and financing of institutions other than the purchase of services 
from local establishments or agencies. 

On the effective date of this Act or as soon thereafter as possible, the over­
seers of the poor or other municipal officers previously charged with granting 
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municipal relief shall hold such records until authorized by the commissioner 
to dispose of them or turn them over to the department. 

Any liability or commitment of any municipality or political subdivision 
within the State for assistance or relief granted which exists or is pending on 
the effective date of this Act shall remain the responsibility of the munici­
pality or political subdivision and neither expenses nor debts so incurred or 
pending shall be transferred to the department. 

Any bond, contract or other agreement between a municipality and the 
State or state institutions which binds a municipality for full or partial sup­
port, clothing, transportation, burial or any other aid, assistance or service 
provided to an inmate of a state institution or financial assistance granted by 
the department entered into under laws or regulations prior to the effective 
date of this Act shall on that date become null and void. 

The commissioner shall establish within the department such organiza­
tional structures as he deems proper for the administration of this program 
of general assistance. 

Sec. 14. R. S., T. 22, § 4459-A, additional. Title 22 of the Revised Stat­
utes is am·::nded by adding a new section 4459-A, to read as follows: 

§ 4459-A. General Assistance Committee 

A General Assistance Committee in connection with the department shall 
consist of one member from each of the 16 counties in the State of Maine, 
which members shall be persons of low income as defined by current govern­
mental indices. The members shall be appointed by the Governor from a list 
of persons of low income eligible for appointment to membership for a term 
of 2 years, and until his successor is appointed and duly qualified. The mem­
bers of said committee shall serve without compensation, but may be allowed 
actual and necessary expenses for attendance at the meetings. 

The committee shall meet upon call of the chairman or, in his absence, 
upon the call of the vice-chairman. The committee shall meet at least once 
monthly with the commissioner to discuss and take appropriate action on 
matters relative to rules and regulations of the general assistance program. 
One such meeting shaH be held annually in January, at which time a chair­
man and vice-chairman shall be elected from its members. 

A person becomes eligible for appointment to membership of the committee 
on the written petition of at least 100 residents of the county from which he 
Seeks appointment. Such petition shall be filed with the Secretary of State's 
Office. 

Sec. 15. R. S., T. 22, §§ 4460, 4461, 4462, 4463, 4464 and 4466, repealed. 
Section 4460, section 4461 as amended by chapter 23 of the public laws of 
1965, sections 4462 to 4464 and section 4466, all of Title 22 of the Revised 
Statutes, are repealed. 

Sec. 16. R. S., T. 22, § 4465, repealed and replaced. Section 4465 of Title 
22 of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following enacted in place 
: hereof: 
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§ 4465. Municipal service officer; appointment; duties 

I. Municipal service officer. The Commissioner of Health and Welfare 
shall determine those municipalities which need a municipal service officer 
who shall act under the sole supervision, control and direction of the com­
missioner, or his designated representative, in administering general assist­
ance under this Title. The commissioner shall establish standards and quali­
fications for such municipal service officers. Within 60 days after notification 
by the commissioner of such need for a municipal service officer, the munici­
pal officers of the municipality shall nominate one or more persons within the 
standards and qualifications established by the commissioner. When the 
commissioner determines that one municipal service officer shall serve more 
than one municipality, the municipal officers of each such municipality shall 
meet in conference and jointly nominate one or more persons within the 
standards and qualifications established by the commissioner. The commis­
sioner shall appoint a municipal service officer from the nominees submitted 
by the municipal officers if such nominee qualifies for the appointment. If 
the municipal officers fail to submit nominations within 60 days after notifi­
cation by the commissioner that a municipal service officer will be appointed, 
or if the nominees submitted by the municipal officers do not qualify under 
the standards established by the commissioner, then the commissioner may 
appoint such municipal service officer without further consultation with the 
municipal officers. Any vacancies occurring in the office of municipal service 
officer shall be filled in the same manner as provided for appointment. The 
municipal service officer shall in no way be under the control, supervision or 
direction of any municipal official or officials. 

2. Duties. The duties of the municipal service officer shall be: 

A. To make available applications and information on general assistance 
as required by any individual; 

B. To authorize from funds advanced to him emergency assistance pur­
suant to the statutes and the rules and regulations of the department; 

C. To perform other duties as directed by the commissioner and as re­
quired by law. 

3. Application. The employment of a municipal service officer shall in 
no way prohibit any person from inquiring about or applying for assistance 
directly to an office of the Department of Health and Welfare nor prohibit a 
fun-time employee of the Department of Health and Welfare authorized by 
the commissioner from answering inquiries, accepting applications for and 
authorizing grants of general assistance. 

Sec. 17. R. S., T. 22, § 4467, amended. Section 4467 of Title 22 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 4467. Liability of relatives for support; procedure 

The spouse, father of minor children and mother of minor children, ~-
4a{:~f', ~~f', ffiiJ·t1T~tt ftft4 gFEil1dehildFeft, e,. eOl1sElfl:gt:lifl:ity ~ 
-w·i"h~tt ~ ~ att4 e.f 5tt4R-e:~ ~ shall support persons chargeable in 
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proportion to their respective ability. -A~, -Hre The State or any kindred 
of a fH':Hlpcr person who has received general assistance, having incurred ex~ 
pense for the relief of such pa1:1per person, may complain to the Superior' 
Court in the county where any of the kindred reside. The court may cause 
such kindred to be summoned, and upon hearing or default may assess and 
apportion a reasonable sum upon such as are found to be of sufficient ability 
for the support of such p{wpcr person to the time of such assessment, and 
shall issue a writ of execution. Such assessment shall not be made to pay 
any expense for relief afforded more than 6 months before the complaint was 
filed. Such complaint may be filed with the clerk of the court who shall issue 
a summons thereon, returnable and to be served as writs of summons are. 
On .S1:1ggcstioIl: motion of either party alleging that there are other kindred 
of ability not named, the complaint may be amended by inserting their 
names, and they may be summoned in like manner and be proceeded against 
as if originally named. The court may assess and apportion upon such kin­
dred a sum sufficient for the future support of such ~-ef' person, to be paid 
q-clartedy weekly or monthly, until further order ~ ffltlj" ~ wi+fr ~ 
ei ~ lfiftdred eOI'loefttiftg thereto ~ f8f: ~ -tffiTe i+e ~ eweH, fia>, iftg 
~ ffi ftt5 COI'l1fort ~ #reff coftveftieftee. On application of the -tewft, -Hte 
State or person to whom payment was ordered, the clerk may issue or renew 
a writ of execution returnable to the next term of the court to collect what 
may be due for any preceding q1:1arter period. The court may, from time to 
time, make any further order on complaint of a party interested, and after 
notice given, alter such assessment or apportionment. On failure to sustain 
a complaint, the respondents recover costs. 

Sec. 18. R. S., T. 22, §§ 4468-4482. Repealed. Section 4468, as amended 
by sections I and 2 of chapter 56 of the public laws of 1965 and by chapter 
486 of the public laws of 1967, sections 4469 to 4471, section 4472, as amended 
by chapter 60 of the public laws of 1969, sections 4473 to 4476, section 4477, 
as amended by chapter 247 of the public laws of 1965, and sections 4478 to 
4482, all of Title 22 of the Revised Statutes, are repealed. 

Sec. 19. R. S., T. 22, § 4483, amended. Section 4483 of Title 22 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 4483. Reimbursement to individuals relieving destitute persons 

~ The department shall pay expenses necessarily incurred for the relief 
of pa-t:tpeF5' destitute persons by frft infiabitmrt; a person not liable for their 
support, after notice and request to the ffi'e-FOeerS department, until provision 
is made for them. 

Sec. 20. R. S., T. 22, §§ 4484-4490, repealed. Sections 4484 to 4490 of 
Title 22 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

Sec. 21. R. S., T. 22, § 4491, amended. Section 4491 of Title 22 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 4491. False representations to department 

Whoever knowingly and willfully makes any false written representations 
ffi -efi€ ovcrseers ei 4fte ~ ei ftflJ"ffiwfr eF' ~ @of' tfte.H:. ~ eF' to the 
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Department of Health and vVelfare or its agents for the purpose of causing 
himself or any other person to be supported in whole or in part .e,- -a: ~ er 
~4J" er by the State shall be punished by a fine of not more than $300 or by 
imprisonment for not more than I I months. 

Sec. 22. R. S., T. 22, §§ 4492-4495, repealed. Section 4492, as amended by 
section I of chapter 292 of the public laws of I965, sections 4493 and 4494, 
and section 4495, as enacted by section I of chapter 434 of the public la"ws of 
1965, all of Title 22 of the Revised Statutes, are repealed. 

Sec. 23. R. S., T. 22, §§ 4496-4498, additional. Title 22 of the Revised 
Statutes is amended by adding 3 new sections, 4496 to 4498, to read as follows: 

§ 4496. Grant, denials, decreases or closings to be confirmed in writing 

Any action relative to granting, denial, decreasing or closing of general 
assistance to an individual or family must be confirmed in writing to the 
applicant and shall include the specific reason or reasons for such action. 

§ 4497. Right to fair hearing 

Any person dissatisfied with a decision, act, failure to act or delay in action 
in regard to his request or application for assistance shall have the right to a 
bir hearing by the commissioner or his designated representative in the 
same manner as prescribed in the administration of financial assistance under 
the Federal Social Security Act. 

§ 4498. -Right to pretermination evidentiary hearing 

In any instance when it is evident that termination of, suspension of or 
reduction of assistance is necessary, the recipient shall be given timely and 
advance notice detailing the reasons for the proposed action and informing 
the recipient of his right to request an evidentiary hearing. The impending 
action of termination, suspension or reduction shall not be carried out until 
the evidentiary hearing has been offered and held and required actions are 
completed. 

Sec. 24. R. S., T. 22, § 4705, amended. Section 4705 of Title 22 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 4705. Special officers 

Aft ",yerS€n 64' ~ pee-F, e: A road commissioner, a local health officer and 
a tribal hall keeper may be appointed by the tribal governor of each of the 
Indian tribes subject to the approval of the tribal council, if any, of each such 
tribe. Such officers shall advise with the commissioner and receive compensa­
tion for duties performed upon his authorization. 

Sec. 25. R. S., T. 22, § 47I3, repealed. Section 47I3 of Title 22 of the 
Revised Statutes is repealed. 

Sec. 26. R. S., T. 22, §§ 477I and 4772, repealed. Sections 477 I and 4772 

of Title 22 of the Re.vised Statutes are repealed. 
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Sec. 27. R. S., T. 28, § 303, amended. The 2nd paragraph of section 303 
of Title 28 of the Revised Statutes, as amended, is further amended to read 
as follows: 

No licensee by himself, clerk, servant or agent shall sell, offer to sell or 
furnish any liquor to any person on a passbook or store order, or receive 
from any person any goods,wares, merchandise or other articles in exchange 
for liquor, except only such packages or original containers as were originally 
purchased from such licensee, by the person returning the same. No licensee, 
by himself, clerk, servant or agent entitled to sell malt liquor or table wine 
not to be consumed on the premises shall sell, furnish, give or deliver such 
malt liquor or table wine to any person visibly intoxicated, to any mentally 
ill person, to a known habitual drunkard, .joe ~ pa.:'lpcr to persons of known 
intemperate habits or to any minor under the age of 20 years. No licensee 
by himself, clerk, servant or agent shall sell, furnish, give, serve or permit to 
be served any liquor to be consumed on the premises to any person visibly 
intoxicated, to any mentally ill person, to a known habitual drunkard, -t€- ftfiT 
pal1pcr to persons of known intemperate habits or to any minor under the 
age of 20 years. Any licensee who accepts an order or receives payment for 
liquor from a minor shall be considered as in violation of this paragraph. 

Sec. 28. R. S., T. 28, § 1058, amended. Section 1058 of Title 28 of the 
Revised Statutes, as amended by chapter 143 of the public laws of 1965 and 
by chapter 215 of the public laws of 1967 and by chapter 180 of the public 
laws of 1969, is further amended to read as follows: 

§ r058. Furnishing liquor to certain persons prohibited 

Whoever, other than a licensee or his agent within the scope of their em­
ployment, knowingly procures or in any way aids or assists in procuring 
liquor or whoever furnishes, gives or delivers liquor to a minor who may 
not legally purchase liquor for himself or for any intoxicated persons, ~ef' 
mentally ill person or person of known intemperate habits, except that this 
provision shall not apply to liquor served to a minor in a home in the presence 
of his parent or guardian, shall be punished by a fine of not more than $200 
or by imprisonment for not more than II months, or by both. 

Sec. 29. R. S., T. 30, § 2060, sub-§ 4, amended. Subsection 4 of section 
2060 of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section I of chapter 
114 of the public laws of 1969, is further amended to read as follows: 

4. Selectmen. The following provisions apply to selectmen iffi:4 &'foe-:-sccrs : 

A. A town may determine at a meeting held at least 60 days before the 
annual meeting whether 3, 5 or 7 shall be elected t-9 ~ .JOJ·ettffl and their 
terms of office. 

(r) Once the determination has been made, it shall stand until revoked 
at a meeting held at least 60 days before the annual meeting. 

(2) If a town fails to fix the number, 3 shall be elected. If a town fails 
to fix the term, it shall be for one year. 
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R W*etT ~ ~ ~ ~ eleeteEl:, 1M seleetffieft sfl.&l.t ~ a-s ~­
s-eere ~ -tfi.e fW*ri' 

C. A town may, in electing these officials, designate one of them as chair­
man of the board. 

(I) If no person is so designated, the board shall elect by ballot a 
chairman from its own membership, before assuming the duties of office. 
Where no member receives a majority vote, the clerk shall determine 
the chairman by lot. 

D. If the town fails to fix the compensation of these officials at its annual 
meeting, they shall be paid $10 each per day for every day actually and 
necessarily employed in the service of the town. 

Sec. 30. R. S., T. 30, § 2203, sub-§ 5, repealed. Subsection 5 of section 
2203 of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is repealed. 

Sec. 31. R. S., T. 30, § 5303, amended. Section 5303 of Title 30 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 5303. Audit 

The board is authorized and empowered, in the event that a municipality 
becomes one year and 6 month in arrears in the payment of its taxes to 
the State in full or in part or defaults on any bond issue or payment of 
interest due thereon or refuses or neglects to pay school and other salaries 
due ~ fl.a.s FeEei, eEl: ~ 4fte ~ ~ ffi StlJ'lJ'lOFt ~ t.H. fW*ri', to cause to 
be made an audit of the financial condition of said municipality at the expense 
of said municipality, or an investigation of the financial affairs of such 
municipality that will reveal whether or not its affairs are in such condition 
that the interest of the State and public necessity in its judgment require 
that its affairs be taken over and administered under this subchapter and to 
make such other investigation of the affairs thereof as it shall deem wise to 
determine the reason for such failure to pay such taxes and indebtedness ~ 
tt.e F~ +er -tfi.e ~ ~ ~ i'ffi.ef ~ t.H. fW*ri'. 

\>{li:eReveF ftftJ" !ntll1ieiJ'lality sfl.&l.t tRiHte aJ'lJ'llieatiol1 -tt7 -tfi.e ~ +er ~ 
ffi. -EH:tJ'l~ ~ t.H. fW*ri', 1M -B~ ts fttltli:oFizeEl: ~ El:iFeeteEl: -tt7 e&ttS-e -tt7 ~ 
FR-B:4e -tfi.e tH:tEJ..i.t ~ investigatioft tH'0yi,s.eEl: +er ffi ~ seetiol1 

Sec. 32. R. S., T. 30, § 5614, amended. Section 5614 of Title 30 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 5614. Money for schools 

All plantations may raise and expend money for the support of schools and 
making and repairing schoolhouses, as provided in Title 20, section 851 fH'l:4 
+er ~6Tt ~ -tfi.e fW*ri', a-s ]3foviEl:eEl: ffi +f..He ~, seetion ~ and for sums 
necessary for legal plantation expenses. 

Sec. 33. R. S., T. 34, §§ 1091-1095, repealed. Sections 1091 to 1095 of Title 
34 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 
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Sec. 34. R. S., T. 34, § 1141, amended. Section 1 I41 of Title 34 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ II4I. House of correction maintained by town 

A town, at its own expense, may build and maintain a house of correction. 
~]. 5tteft ~ ~ EOrrcetion ffl 5€0 ~, +fte ~~ ei' iHTJ" ~ tftcfcof 
ffiitj" -be tt5-e4 ~ ~ ptUposc 

Sec. 35. R. S., T. 34, § II42, amended. Section II42 of Title 34 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ II42. Selectmen in charge 

Such house of correction shall be in charge of the 0 ;CfSCCfS ~ -Hte ~ 
selectmen of the town maintaining the same, who shall have the inspection 
and government of the same and may establish from time to time such rules 
and orders not repugnant to law as they deem necessary for governing and 
punishing persons lawfully committed thereto. W-fi.eft tift sJmSftot:lsc ffl ~ 
~ tl: ~ ~ cOffcetion, -Hte ffitl:stey tfteYc~ ~ -be m.iiStCt' ~ -Hte fi.ett5.e ~ 
eOffcetion, ~ ffl ~ ee:ses +fte OVCf5CCfS tftcfcof The selectmen shall ap­
point a suitable master, removable at their pleasure, and may fix his compen­
sation. The O'fCfSCCfS selectmen, from time to time, shall examine into the 
prudential concerns and management of such house and see that the master 
faithfully discharges his duty. 

Sec. 36. R. S., T. 34, § II43, amended. Section 1I43 of Title 34 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 1143. Food and clothing for inmates 

Every person committed to such house of correction shall be supplied with 
suitable food and clothing and, if sick, with such medical attendance and care 
as the OVCfseCf5 selectmen order. All expenses incurred for commitment and 
maintenance, exceeding the earnings of the person confined, shall be paid by 
the town w~ ~ t'fiSOl'Cf' fttl:s fiffl ~ scttlcmcnt maintaining such 
house of correction or by fiffl the prisoner's kindred. 

Sec. 37. R. S., T. 34, § II45, amended. Section 1I45 of Title 34 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 1145. Insubordination; food abridged 

If a prisoner is stubborn, disorderly, idle, refractory or refuses to perform 
his appointed task in a proper manner, the master may abridge his supply 
of food until he complies with the reasonable requirements of the master 
and 0, CfseCfS selectmen. 

Sec. 38. R. S., T. 34, §§ II46 and II47, repealed. Sections II46 and 1147 
of Title 34 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

Sec. 39. R. S., T. 34, § II48, amended. Section II48 of Title 34 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 
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§ I I48. Earnings and expenditures of prisoners accounted for; excess 

The master shall keep an exact account of the earnings of each prisoner 
and of the expense incurred for commitment and maintenance, specifying the 
time of his commitment and liberation, and present it, on oath, to the ~­
~ e4 tee fj6'8f' selectmen of the town where such house is established, 
annually and oftener if directed. +floe ~ ffift'y' KCO (CF ~ t'lmo::nt e4 ~ 
cp :f'.Se9 a#er e-e~ffig -Hte ea;-aings- e4 ~ pFisoneF ~ ~ 4:~ ~ 
5nffi fJi"isoncf has- frtS-~ settlemefit. If such account shows the earnings 
of such prisoner to exceed the expenses incurred for commitment and main­
tenance of said prisoner, such excess may be paid by the OVCFSCCffl e4 ~ ~ 
selectmen to or for the benefit of the dependent family or kindred of said 
prisoner. 

Sec. 40. R. S., T. 34, § I I49, amended. Section I I49 of Title 34 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 1149. Remedy against family 

If there are kindred, obliged by law to maintain the prisoner as provided 
in Title 22, section 4467, such master '8f' ~ ~ ~i~ -t-8 ptry' fi.ffi. account 
has the same remedy against such kindred as is provided -in T:tle ~, €fte.:t*-eF 
¥-:S+ for ~i:T5 the State incurring expense for relief and support of 1*H+P-eF5-
indigent persons. 

Sec. 4I. R. S., T. 34, § IISO, amended. Section IISO of Title 34 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ IISQ. Persons committed only on conviction 

Persons shall be committed to ","fflrkhOUsc 6f' houses of correction only upon 
conviction of the offenses, acts or conditions for which such commitments 
are by law authorized before the District Court. G6ffimitmcnts -t-8 wod<~OUSC5 
frH:r ,fo,e ~ ~ e4 "I'l:'04; ffl:'6f'e ~ :J montfts 

Sec. 42. R. S., T. 34, § 242I, sub-§ I, amended. The last 2 sentences of 
subsection I of section 242I of Title 34 of the Revised Statutes are amended 
to read as follows: 

The department, after being made chargeable in the first instance for such 
expenses, shall recover amounts paid under this section from the proposed 
patient if able to pay, or from persons legally liable for his support under 
section 2512 if able to pay "* fFoffi *e ~ e4 ~ scttlen"et-14 e4 4:fl.e. f'ffl­
posed p~ a5 f4: f.n.e~ fm.: tfre ~-a e4 tt pa::pcr. #e proposed ~frt 
tffi:ffi scctions ~, =:~ m~ £377 ~ suff :F tH'ry' e,f *e disabili-::i-a e4 
piHiPCF1Sffi 6f' :e.e d~ tt ~i" :e,. ¥ea5eft e4 ~ ~J.1..ty toe pay tH'ry' e4 
~ ~'i'1:5e5 e4 €*8:minat:on 6f' €'fffltffii.~ 

Sec. 43. R. S., T. 34, § 2421, sub-§ 2, amended. Subsection 2 of section 
242I of Title 34 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

2. Payment of expenses of indigent patients. If the department shall de­
termine that neither the proposed patient nor any person liable for support 
under section 25I2 is able to pay expenses of examination and commitment 
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it shall certify that fact to the Department of Health and Welfare, which 
department ~ 6cteFH'liHe v,-fie::h:::F #te pFOpooed putieft4: ~ ft ~ ~­
ffi:efi't wt#tffi #te &ffit.e. H +1; ffl deteFH'liHed -tfta.t #te pr~pooed patieHt ~ ft 
~ oettleH'leftt wf4, #te ~, #te Departru:efti; ffl :Mental HeaWl m14 -Ge;:­
FeetioRo ~ ~ reiffibuFoeffieftt fffiffl #te RHlnieipaliy ffl ~ oettleH1ent. 
H +1; te deteFH'liftC04 -tfta.t tfl.eF.e ffl ftOo ~ oettleffieH:: wf~ -tfte ~, -tfte ~­
partffieHt e+ Healtfi tH16, \VelfaFe shall reimburse the Department of Mental 
Health and Corrections for expenditures made under subsection I. 

Sec. 44. R. S., T. 34, § 3002, amended. The 2nd paragraph of section 3002 
of Title 34 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

All funds collected from this source shall be credited to the General Fund. 
i>ffl. pm:tp€i' disabilities ~ .ee eF-etl:t-e4 ~ ~: e+ ftflJ" fti.4 €H' aooistance 
~ ~ ~ seetton 

Sec. 45. R. S., T. 37, § 102, amended. The last sentence of section I02 
of Title 37 of the Revised Statutes is repealed as follows: 

~g' t*e ~ -tfta.t ~ fti.4 ffl ~ pfti.4, t*e ree:pient thereof 4tt1+ i1&t 
aeq1:l:iFe €H' ~ ft oettlemefit €H' .ee ffi #re fwoeeso ffl aequiFiHg €H' ffisfflg ft ~­
tleffient ~ ftOo ~ reeeiving ~ fti.4 ~ ~ o1:l:befiapteF 5ftaH .ee eeft­

sidered ft pa1:l:peF 

Sec. 46. R. S., T. 37, §§ 151, 152 and 154, repealed. Section 15I, section 
152, as amended by section 8 of chapter 67 of the public laws of 1967, and 
section 154, all of Title 37 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

Sec. 47. Transfer of full-time employees. Any person who on the effec­
tive date of this Act is a full-time salaried employee in any municipal office 
or department charged with fulL-time duties relating to administering munici­
pal relief and who upon date of request is in such full-time employment, 
excepting any person employed as director in any municipal office or depart­
ment charged with full-time duties relating to administering municipal relief, 
may request the Director of Personnel or the Commissioner of Health and 
Welfare for transfer to employment in the Department of Health and Wel­
fare~ Thereupon such person shall be employed at a salary no less than that 
he is receiving from the municipality at the time of the transfer for full-time 
employment without being subject to merit examination or probation status. 
From the date of transfer to full-time employment in the Department of 
Health and vVelfare such persons will be subject to the same job classification 
and performance standards as present employees of the Department of Health 
and Welfare who have attained permanent status, with the exception that 
their salaries shall be no less than they received from the municipality on 
date of transfer. Duties and responsibilities of transferred employees shall 
be established by the Commissioner of Health and Welfare. Any such trans­
fer employee, if not already a member of the Maine State Retirement System, 
shall be allowed creditable service for a determination of his retirement 
benefits, provided such employee, prior to the date any retirement benefits 
become effective for him, makes contributions into the Members' Contribu­
tion Fund for the years of municipal service on the same basis as he would 
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have made contributions had such service been under the State Retirement 
System. The commissioner is authorized to establish with the municipal 
officers, on a contract basis, the conditions and circumstances by which mu­
nicipal service offices will be maintained. 

Sec. 48. Appropriation. There is appropriated from the General Fund 
the sum of $19,000,000 to carry out the purposes of this Act. The breakdown 
shall be as follows: 

1971-72 

HEALTH AND WELFARE, DEPARTMENT OF 

General Assistance 
Personal Services 
All Other 
Capital Expenditures 

Increasing Percentage of Need Met 
AFDC 

All Other 
AABD 

All Other 

$ 500,000 
1,575,000 

45,000 

6,500,000 

500,000 

$9,120,000 

$ 530,000 
1,850,000 

7,000,000 

500,000 

$9,880,000 

Sec. 49. Effective date. The effective date of this Act shall be January 
I, 1972. 

STATEMENT OF FACT 

In September 1968, the Citizen's Task Force on Intergovernmental Wel­
fare Programs recommended that Maine's archaic and obsolete poor laws be 
repealed and a state financed and administered program of general assistance 
be established in its place. This Act would implement the recommendation of 
the Citizen's Task Force on Intergovernmental Welfare Programs and replace 
Maine's 17th Century poor relief machine with a 20th Century social welfare 
program. 




