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FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1743 

S. P. 588 In Senate, January 6, 1970 
Committee on State Government suggested. 

HARRY N. STARBRANCH, Secretary 
Presented by Senator Berry of Cumberland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
AND SEVENTY 

AN ACT Relating to Powers and Duties of the Attorney General. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., T. 5, § 191, amended. The 6th sentence of section 191 of 
Title 5 of the Revised Statutes, as last amended by section 6 of chapter 504 
of the public laws of I969, and the 7th sentence, are amended to read as 
follows: 

The Attorney General shall have an office in the State Capitol and shall 
receive ;:tn annual salary of $20,000 in full for all services tHT4 ffl tfett ~ tH+ 
during such term be a partner or associate of any person in the pratie of law. 
kes-. The Attorney General shall devote full time to his duties and shall not 
,engage in the private practice of law during his term of office, nor shall he 
during such term be a partner or associate of any person in the practice of 
law. He shall receive his actual expenses incurred in the performance of his 
a ffi c ial d u t ie s wffi.te ffioVftJ" ffflffl hffl ~. 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. 5, § 199, repealed. Section 199 of Title 5 of the Revised 
Statutes, as amended by section 2 of chapter 53 of the public laws of 1969, 
is repealed. 

Sec. 3. R. S., T. 5, § 20o-A, amended. The 2nd paragraph of section 
200-A of Title 5 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 1 of chapter 
58 of the public laws of 1967, is amended to read as follows: 

The Attorney General shall have full responsibility for the direction and 
control of all investigation and prosecution of homicides and 5tt4 ~ ~ 
~ &9 #te Attomey Genefal flTaj" 4eeffl HeeeSSfl:f) ~ ~ ~ tHT4 ~ 
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8ffl.er e+ -Hte ~ e+ MirHte in addition, shall: be responsible for the prosecu­
tion of all crimes and offenses against the State of Maine. 

Sec. 4. R. S., T. 30, § 451, amended. The first sentence of section 49 of 
Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is repealed, as follows: 

C011l~ty attoffle) s ~ t.e eleetecl ftfl-4 ~e4, .tft.eiT eleetio19:s cletefmifles. ftfl-4 
YJ:ea19:cies .§..l.l.e.4 ffi ttte ~ maflflef, MItt -tftey ~ ~ -ttt'6tt ~ 4iscl'laf~ 
e+ -tfi.e.ff 4tttfe.s. ft4 -Hte ~ -tffire a .. t.. proviclett ~~ eouflty co fl1:fl1t..­
~OnefEl, fflt+.~ ~ fteM ~ ~ -twe ~ 

Sec. 5. R. S., T. 30, § 451, amended. The last 2 sentences of section 45 I 
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes are repealed as follows: 

~ attoffle) s ft4 ~ aclmittecl -t6 -Hte gel1:efal pfactice e+ ~ ffi -th*, &HHe 
ftfl-4 fCsicle19:t ffi -Hte COUflt) ~ t.e eleetecl €H' appoi19:tecl &5 eot:l19:ty attof19:ey, 
ftfl-4 femO'/al t*ffehom vacates -Hte~. Wfiefte¥ef' -tfte ~H€H' ftfl-4 ~ft­
ffl, ~ e6ffifJffiffi.t ftfl-4 4tte ttffli.ee ftfl-4 heafi19:g, ~ 4ffi4 +fttt.t ft count) 
att0f11ey fl.a.s. violatecl ftftJ statt:tte €H' t.. iffi-t peffofmittg ~ 4tttfe.s. faithft:tlly 
ftfl-4 effieiently, ~ ffiftJ femove fti.ffl. ~ ~ ftfl-4 ~t anotRef ftH6¥ney 
ffi ~ ~ ~ -Hte femai19:clef e+ 1-Hte -tei'ffi ~ ~ tte W&5 electecl 

Sec. 6. R. S., T. 30, § 552, amended. Section 552 of Title 30 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 552. Appointment of substitute on death or removal 

Whenever the office of county attorney becomes vacant try. f'~ e+ -tfte 
4eft4h, pefma19:e19:t ineapacit) €H' femOVat ~ -Hte COU19:ty e+ ~ e19:cumbcffi 
e+ -Hte ~, except as provided for in section 452, the Governor with the 
advice ancl consent of the Council shall appoint a competent attorney,. a resi­
dent of the county affected, to fill out the term of office of said incumbent. 

Sec. 7. R. S., T. 30, § 552, repealed. Section 552 of Title 30 of the Revised 
Statutes is repealed. 

Sec. 8. R. S., T. 30, §§ 553-562, repealed. Sections 553 to 556, as amended, 
sections 557 to 558, sections 559 and 560, as enacted by section 2 of chapter 
530 of the public laws of I967, and sections 56I and 562, as enacted by sec­
tions 3 and 4 of chapter 484 of the public laws of I969, are repealed. 

Sec. g. Transitional provisions. The present terms: of office of all county 
attorneys and assistant county attorneys shall continue and shall not expire 
until successors have been appointed and qualified. In any event, the terms of 
county attorneys and assistant county attorneys shall expire on June 30, I971. 
No assistant attorney general shall be appointed to succeed a county attor­
ney or assistant county attorney before January 5, I971. 

During the period that they continue in office after January 5, I97I said 
county attorneys and assistant county attorneys shall have the same powers, 
duties and obligations as do assistant attorneys general. They shall be sub­
ject to the direction and control of the Attorney General. 
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When an assistant attorney general has been appointed and qualified to 
succeed a county attorney or assistant county attorney, the Attorney Gen­
eral shall designate the respective county attorney or county attorneys or 
assistant county attorney or county attorneys succeeded by that officer. 
Whenever a county attorney or assistant county attorney has been replaced 
by an assistant attorney general his term shall terminate. 

Upon termination of an office of county attorney or assistant county attor­
ney, or upon the office otherwise becoming vacant after such establishment 
and appointment, all cases pending before the county attorney together with 
his records shall be transferred to the Attorney General. 

The provisions of this Act shall be liberally construed to effect the imple­
mentation of this Act and the administration of justice. 

Sec. 10. Effective date. The effective date of this Act is January 5, 1971, 
except that sections 4 and 6 shall be effective 90 days after adjournment of 
the Legislature; sections 5, 7, 8 and 9 shall be effective January I, I97I. 

Sec. I I. Appropriation. There is appropriated from the General Fund to 
the Department of Attorney General the sum of $264,750 to carry out the 
purposes of this Act. The breakdown shall be as follows: 

ATTORNEY GENERAL, DEPARTMENT OF 

Personal Services 
All Other 
Capital Expenditures 

(40) $198,750 
40,000 
26,000 




