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(EMERGENCY) 
FIRST SPECIAL SESSION 

ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1623 

H. P. 1309 House of Representatives, January 6, 1970 
Committee on Education suggested. 

BERTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk 
Presented by Mrs. Kilroy of Portland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN"THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
AND SEVENTY 

AN ACT to Clarify the Education Laws and Subsidy Payments. 

Emergency preamble. Whereas, Acts of the Legislature do not become 
effective until 90 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

Whereas, the authority of the State Board of Education to make monthly 
subsidy payments was inadvertently repealed; and 

Whereas, undue hardship will be created in the administrative units with­
out restoring said authority; and 

vVhereas, in the judgment of the Legislature, these facts create an emer­
gency within the meaning of the Constitution of Maine and require the fol­
lowing legislation as immediately necessary for the preservation of the public 
peace, health and safety; now, therefore, 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., T. 20, § 304, amended. The 4th sentence of section 304 of 
Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 2-E of chapter 440 
of the public laws of 1969, is further amended to read as follows: 

Each bond or note shall have inscribed upon its face the official name of the 
School Administrative District and shall be dated at such time or times, shall 
be in such denomination, shall bear such rate of interest, fie-f ~~ 'l'7'T%­
f'eF ,-etH' payable semi-annually, be in such form subject to this chapter, and 
be sold in such manner, at public or private sale as the school directors shall 
determine, provided that in no event shall bonds be sold for less than par. 



2 LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 1623 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. 20, § 305, amended. The first 2 sentences of section 305 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes are amended to read as follows: 

The directors of each School Administrative District shall i3:nnually ~ 
Pebruary 'f-94; ~ ~ ~ determine the sum required each year to meet 
the bonds falling due and what further sum is necessary to meet the interest 
on said bonds or other obligations, and the rentals and other charges pro­
vided in any contract, lease or agreement with the Maine School Building 
Authority, and all other expenses necessary for the operation of the adminis~ 
trative district, including temporary loans. ~ M=-afflt offlt, ~ ei3:-€ft ~, ~ 
The school directors shall hold a district budget meeting at a time to be deter­
mined by the board. 

Sec. 3. R. S., T. 20, § 305, amended. The 6th sentence of the first para­
graph of section 305 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read 
as follows: 

If a budget for the operation of the School Administrative District is not 
approved prior to ~ offlt, the 3rd month in any given fiscal year, the budget 
as submitted by the school directors for operational expenses, reserve fund 
and capital outlay purposes shall be automatically considered the budget 
approved for operational expenses in the ensuing year, and the other amounts 
submitted for payment of bonds falling due and interest thereon, including 
temporary loans for capital purposes and rentals and other charges provided 
in any contract, lease or agreement with the Maine School Building Author­
ity, shall be added together and the total amount assessed as follows. 

Sec. 4. R. S., T. 20, § 305, amended. The 2nd and 3rd sentences of the 
8th paragraph of section 305 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes are amended 
to read as follows: 

In the year in which the tax is so levied the treasurer of each municipality 
shall pay the amount of the tax so levied in :'t 4 equal installments to the 
treasurer of the School Administrative District. The first installment shall 
be paid on or before ~ +'* the first quarter, the 2nd installment shall be 
paid on or before Sef3tefnber offlt, i3:tM the first half, the 3rd installment shall 
be paid on or before Deeember ~ Y4 of the fiscal year has expired, and the 
final installment shall be paid 15 days before the end of the fiscal year. 

Sec. 5. R. S., T. 20, § 1291, amended. The first sentence of the next to the 
last paragraph of section 1291 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as amended 
by section 1 of chapter 463 of the public laws of 1967, is further amended to 
read as follows: 

In the case of any youth qualified for attendance at secondary school in 
accordance with the preceding paragraph, whose parent, legal guardian or 
person acting in loco parentis maintains a home for his family on a Maine 
coast island without highway connection with the mainland in any adminis­
trative unit not maintaining an approved secondary school, so located that 
in the judgment of the commissioner attendance at secondary school neces­
sitates boarding away from home and the arrangement is approved by him in 
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advance upon a form provided for the purpose,. the administrative unit 
wherein said pupil resides shall pay an amount for this purpose toward his 
board not to exceed ~ +e.r ~ ~ ~ $25 per week or a prorated 
amount for any fraction thereof. 

Sec. 6. R. S., T. 20, § 1292, amended. The 3rd sentence of section 1292 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as last amended by chapter 481 of the 
public laws of 1969, is further amended to read as follows: 

Said per pupil cost ffittJ" shall be increased ttf1 ~ ~, f'¥&¥ia€4 ~ t*e ~ 
~ ee5't ~ ehaFgeci 5ffit.H i't8f €*eee4 ~ fte+i:HH ~ ~ ee5't +e.r ~ €tH'­

refit ~ ~ by 7%, and in addition an administrative unit or academy 
may add thereto an amount obtained by dividing 570 of the insured value of 
secondary school buildings and equipment by the average daily membership 
of all regularly enrolled students for the same year; except that any unit 
which qualifies for construction aid under section 3457 shall deduct from 
the amount of the 570 insured value factor for secondary schools the same 
percentage of the factor as the construction aid percentage which the unit 
is entitled to receive under Table II of section 3457 before dividing by the 
average daily membership in computing the allowable per pupil insured value 
factor which may be used in computing the annual tuition rate. 

Sec. 7. R. S., T. 20, § 1391, amended. The next to the last sentence of 
section 1391 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as amended, is further 
amended to read as follows: 

Payments shall be made to each administrative unit based on the Ii, eFage net 
local per pupil cost of education during the -= previous fiscal ~ year. 

Sec. 7-A. R. S., T. 20, § 2356-B, sub-§ I, amended. The 2nd sentence of 
the 2nd paragraph of subsection 1 of section 2356-B of Title 20 of the Re­
vised Statutes, as amended, is further amended to read as follows: 

Grants for construction assistance provided by this section, including grants 
for equipping or for the completing of the equipping of a facility already 
available, shall be in lieu of any construction assistance for the same facility 
made or authorized under sections 3457, 3458 and 3459, and shall be made 
only on the basis of information available in the office of the commissioner 
on November 1st and May 1st of each year covering expenditures made by 
the administrative unit ffi. f.t5 pFeeeeling ~ ~ as reported by its superin­
tendent of schools to the commissioner on forms which he shall provide for 
the purpose. 

Sec. 8. R. S., T. 20, § 3115, amended. The 2nd sentence of section 3115 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 1 of chapter 317 
of the public laws of 1965 and as amended by section 7 of chapter 540 of the 
public laws of 1967, is repealed as follows: 

Stibsielies +e.r sfJeeial eeltieatieTt fJFogFaR'lS ~ .e.e ~ ~ ~ ~ +e.r ~ 
staelcnt el1F811eel +e.r ft ftt+t ~ ~ fHT4 ft fJFOFateci ftR'lOtlRt Wftefl. ~ ~­
ffTffi't ffl ~ ~ a ftt+t ~~. 
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Sec. 9. R. S., T. 20, § 3456, amended. Section 3456 of Title 20 of the 
Revised Statutes, as amended, is further amended by adding at the end the 
following new paragraph: 

A School Administrative District which receives its certificate of organiza­
tion and is placed in operation shall be entitled to supplemental aid begin­
ning the month following the date of organization. 

Sec. 10. R. S., T. 20, § 3457, amended. The 5th sentence of section 3457 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 2 of chapter 475 of 
the public laws of 1965, is amended to read as follows: 

On the basis of all the reports on file in the office of the commissioner on 
November 1st and May 1st of each year, the commissioner shall determine 
the total amount to be paid to all of the School Administrative Districts 
and other eligible administrative units ffi ~ ~ for capital outlay purposes, 
and shall apportion out of moneys appropriated for this purpose, in Decem­
ber e+ ~ ;-etH' and June, to the School Administrative Districts and other 
eligible administrative units, the same percentage of each administrative unit's 
expenditures for capital outlay purposes including principal and interest 
payments and any rental payments under lease agreements between the 
administrative units and the Maine School Building Authority as each admin­
istrative unit would be entitled to receive ffi ~ ;-etH' based on Table II of 
this section. 

Sec. II. R. S., T. 20, § 3457, amended. The 9th paragraph of section 
3457 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 2 of chapter 
475 of the public laws of 1965, is amended to read as follows: 

On the basis of information available in the office of the commissioner 6ft 

&ptcffibcF +5-t fey -tfte 2 ~ ~ pFcecEiiHg -tfte bicHHial COHVCHiRl?;' e+ ~ 
LegislahtFc as provided in returns of educational statistics required by him, 
the commissioner shall apportion construction subsidies to the school admin­
istrative units of the State fey fflffi e+ -tfte ~ 2 J'ffi'ffl according to the 
following plan: 

Sec. 12. R. S., T. 20, § 3459, amended. The 5th paragraph of section 3459 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 12 of chapter 540 
of the public laws of 1967 and as amended by section I of chapter 497 of the 
public laws of 1969, is further amended to read as follows: 

The commissioner shall pay from funds appropriated for that purpose ~ 
~'s ~ e+ the principal and interest on bonds or notes that were sold 
to fund state aid for projects authorized by local units between May I I, 1966 
and April 27, 1967. Payments shall be made each month as needed to retire 
the principal and interest on bonds or notes sold to fund state aid. Any inter­
est paid by a School Administrative District Or) a municipality when borrow­
ing in anticipation of state aid on projects authorized between May II, 1966 
and April 27, 1967, shall be reimbursed by the State upon application to the 
commissioner fo11o" iRg -tfte ~ e+ ~ 8i' ~ fey -tfte ~'s ~ e+ ~ 
~ cORstnlctioR pFOj cet at:ltaoFillca bct Ii CCR MitJ' H, ~ ftfH'l. A-pfl+ 27, 
~. 
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Sec. 13. R. S., T. 20, § 3732, amended. All of the paragraphs preceding 
Table I of section 3732 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by 
section 2 of chapter 496 of the public laws of I969, are amended to read 
as follows: 

A sum of money to be distributed under an equalization formula to main­
tain the state's share at a minimum of 73 of the operating cost as defined in 
section 373I shall be recommended by the State Board of Education to the 
Bureau of the Budget. The Bureau of the Budget shall include a recom­
mended amount in the Part I budget that shall represent at least 73 of the 
operating cost for all public schools as defined. 

Equalization formula 

Definition of Pupils: The number of resident pupils on October 1st and 
April 1st for the fiscal year preceding the convening of the Legislature shall 
be averaged and used for all computations required in this chapter. 

The amount of money to be distributed to each municipality and adminis­
trative unit shall be computed in accordance with the following equalization 
formula: 

State Valuation Per 
Pupil at Mid Point 

Per Pupil Valuation 
of Municipality 

Base 
X Rate X 

Per Pupil 

Number of Pupils in 
the Municipality 8ft 

~ + as Defined in 
this Section in Year = 
Preceding the Con­
vening of the Legis­
lature 

The Equal­
ization 
Amount 
per Munici­
pality 

~e per ~ ¥aluatiOft wfl.t4 fa.tffl itf #te ffli.6, ~ ffi. ~ ~ ]3o]3ulatioH 
~ Feeol'ded €!flo ~ "ffiT tft #te ~ preeecliRg +~ eOfl'fCRiRg e4 #te ~­
~ ~ -8e dCtCH'I'liHC4. ~ ~ ~ -8e FounEleEl t6 4;fl.e Hcarc5t ~-
5iHt4. +lTe ,aluation -Hru-5 clctefffliHccl ~ -8e ~ #te ~ vabatioh 'f'ff 
~ itf ffiffi ~ 

Prepare a list showing the per pupil valuation and the number of pupils 
as defined in this section for each municipality. Rearrange the list according 
to per pupil valuations from high to low. From this list determine the mid 
point in the pupil population and read the corresponding per pupil valuation. 
The figure thus determined shall be rounded to the nearest thousand. This 
per pupil valuation shall be called the state valuation per pupil at mid point. 

Per pupil valuation shall be determined by dividing the number of pupils 
in the municipality 8-!J A-pffl +5-1;, ffi. #te ~ flrcccclil'lg #te cORTfcl'ling e4 ~ 
Lcgi51atllrc ~ as defined in this section into the state valuation as filed by 
the Board of Equalization .. 

The total equalization sum available shall be divided by the number of resi­
dent pupils cdtteatcd itf ~ CJ(flCI'l5C €!flo Atffi+ +5-1;, ffi. 4fte ~ ]3FcecEling -t-ft.e 
eol'l', cl'lil'lg e4 #te Lcgislatttrc as defined in this section to determine a per 
pupil rate for the municipality with the median state valuation per pupil. 



6 LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 1623 

The number of dollars per pupil used in the formula is determined by divid­
ing the median state valuation per pupil by the state valuation per pupil at 
mid point and multiplying the per pupil rate for the municipality with the 
median state valuation by that result. The amount thus determined shall 
become the base rate per pupil. 

If the state valuation per pupil at mid point divided by the per pupil valua­
tion of a municipality results in a factor of more than 3.0, then 3.0 shall be 
used in the computation. 

The average sums of money expended in the 2 fiscal years preceding the 
convening of the Legislature by administrative units for public school pupils 
for transportation, school bus purchase, board of pupils and the education of 
handicapped children shall be multiplied by the percentages in Table I and 
the results shall become part of the general purpose aid of the unit. 

Sec. 14. R. S., T. 20, § 3732, amended. The last paragraph of section 3732 
of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 2 of chapter 496 of 
the public laws of 1969, is repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 

For the purpose of computing general purpose aid under this section for 
the 1970-71 fiscal year, the pupil enrollment used shall be the resident pupils 
educated at public expense as reported April I, 1968. 

Sec. 15. P. & S. L., 1969, c. 193, § I, amended. That part of section 1 

of chapter 193 of the private and special laws of 1969 which relates to 
SAD #53 PITTSFIELD is amended to read as follows: 

SAD #53 PITTSFIELD ~,~·Eft $458,616.92 

Sec. 16. Appropriation. There is appropriated from the General Purpose 
Subsidy Appropriation of the Department of Education under the private 
and special laws of 1969, chapter 121, the sum of $2,834.95 for SAD #22, to 
carry out the purposes of section 15 of this Act. The breakdown shall be 
as follows: 

EDUCATION, DEPARTMENT OF 

SAD #22 
All Other 

1969-70 

$2,834·95 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this 
Act shall take effect when approved, except for sections 13 and 14 which 
shall take effect January I, 1971. 




