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STATE OF rll\INE 
HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES 

104th LEGISLATURE 

HOUSE AHENDJ.IBNT II C " to S, P. 491 1 L, D, 1585 1 Resolve 1 

Proposing an Amendr:,ent to the Constitution Providing for a Full-time 

Attoiney General to Hold Office for Four Years. 

Amend said Resolve by striking out all of the Title and 

inserting in place thereof the following: 

'RESOLVE, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution Providing 

for the Election of the Attorney General by the Electors." 

Further amend said Resolve by striking out everything after 

the Title and inserting in place thereof th~ following: 

'Constitutional amendment. 
Resolved: T\,;o-thirds of each branch of the Legislature con-

curring, that the following·a~endments to the Constitution of this 

State be proposed: 

Constitution, Article IX, Section 4 1 amended. Section 4 of 

Article IX of the Constitution is amBnded to read as follows: 

Section 4. Elections on the first Wednesday bf January may be 

adjourned from day to day. And in case the elections, required by 

this Constitution on the first Wednesday of January biennially, by 

the two Houses of the Legislature, sh3.ll not be completed on.that day, 

the same may be adjourned fron day to day, until completed, in the 

following order: The vacancies in the Senate shall first be filled; 

the Governor and the Attornez Gsner2:l shall then be elected, if there 

be no choice by the people; and after.•1a.rds the hw Houses shall elect 

a Council. 

Co~titutlon_,-_Arti_clE~_lX, _Section 11 1 rE-2~J2a1ed_and2§Plac:::'!d, 

Section -11 of Article IX of ths Constitution is repealed and the 

(Ov~~) (~ ,?2,,. sYJ 



1,age ~ 

following enacted in place thereof: 

Section 11. AttoLney General. The Attorney General shall be 

elected by the qualified electors of the State, and shall hold his 

office for four years from the' first 1·7edriesday of January next following 

the election. Vacancy in said offic,2 may be filled by a,ppointment:_ 

by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Council. 

The meetings for election of Attnrney G~neral shall be notified, 

held and regulated and votes shall be received, sorted, counted and 

declared and recorded, in the s~,e manner as those for Senators and 

Representatives. Copies of lists of votes shall be sealed and returned 

to the Secretary of State's Office in the same manner and at the same 

time as those for Senators. The Secretary of State for the time being 

shall, on the first 1•;ednesclay of January then next, lay the lists 

returnGd to the sccretc1:r~y' s office before the Senate and House of 

Representatives to be by them examined, together \•Tith the ballots cast 

if they so elect, and they shall determine the nuP.1_ber of votes duly 

cast for the office of Attorney General, and in case of a choice by 

plurality of all the votes returned they shall declare and publish 

the same. If there shall be a tie between the two persons having the 

largest number of votes for Attorney General, the House of Representatives 

and the Senate meeting in joint session, and each member of said bodies 

having a single vote, shall elect one of saio. two persons having so 

received an equal number of votes and the p2rson so elected by the 

Senate and House of Representatives shall be declared the Attorhey 

General. 

'l'he Attorney General, ·at the time of his election. and durino the 
--------·--·- ----·· - -----------------



HOUSE AMENDMENT to S. P. 491, L. D. 1585 .Page 3 

' duly admitted to pra.ctice law in the courts thereof. The Attorney 

General shall not engage in the private practice of Ta\.; ·auring hi•s 

term of offj_ce. 

Form of question and date when arn2ndn1ents s-hall be ·voted upq·n. 

Resolved: That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns i 

and the assessors of the several plantations cif this State are empowered 

and directed to notify the inhabitants of their respe~ti.ve cities, 

towns and plantations to meet in the manner prescribed by law for 

calling and holding biennial meetings of said inhabitants for the election 

of Senators and Representatives at the next general election in the 

month of November or spec:j:al state-wide election on the Tuesday following 
. " l· 

the first Monday of November following :the passage of this resolve to 

give in their votes upon the amendments proposed in the foregoing 

resolution, and the question shall be: 

"Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution 

of the Legislatu_re Providing. fo·r the Election of the Attorney Geniffal 

by the Electors?" 

· The inhabi£ants of said cities, town and plantations shall vote 

by ballot on said questio~, and shall indicate by a cross or check 

mark plq.ced against the words "Yes" or "No" their opinion of the same. 

The ballots shall be received, sorted, counted and declared in open 

ward, town and plantation meetings and returns made to the office of 

the Secretary of State in the same manner as votes for Governor and 

l-'iembers of the Legislature 1 and the Governor and Council shall revie,v~ 

the same, a~d if it shall appear that 

(Over) 
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voting on the question cL·cc in f avo:c of the amenc1r:tc:·nts, the Governor 

shall forth,,,_;_ th rncd:e k:1,: 0.:11 Uw fact by his proclama.tion, and th,-c: 

amendments shal 1 U1E:! Y-c,uyY1, 2,s of the~ date 0£ said proclamation, 

become a part of the, Con::; ti t.u-:..:.ion. 
\ 

Se( •rc_,t--.,...y o-r= S'·""te c•'11·, 1 1 r~·c.'.l·,,c· b"'llots R"c-0Jvac1 • __ .,. c ___ ct_._" . ..1. LC·, __ .- ~'-·-C<.-!--_ .. ___ f:),:._.,..~t·.c.<- .... ~ --·-----·-----. -----~t_,,._.) - .._.. .l. 

I 

That 

the Secretary of State shall prepare and furn.:i.sh to the seve:::-al 

cities, towns and plan tation3 ballots a.nd bla:J.k returns in conf orrni ty 

with the foregoing resolve, accornpanied by a copy thereof.' 

.· 

Filed by Hr. Martin of Eagle Lake. 

Reproduced and distributed under the direction of the Clerk 
of the House. 

(Filing No. H-541) 

6/17/69 
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