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(NEW TITLE) 
NEW DRAFT OF: H. P. 612; L. D. 800 

ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1539 

H. P. 1210 House of Representatives, May 22, 1969 
Reported by Miss Watson from Committee on State Government. Printed 

under Joint Rules No. 18. 
BERTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-NINE 

AN ACT Relating to Regional Planning and Establishing Regional Councils 
of Governments. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec.!. R. S., T. 5, § 3305, sub-§ I, 11 D, amended. The 2nd sentence of 
paragraph D of subsection 1 of section 3305 of Title 5 of the Revised Statutes, 
as enacted by section 1 of chapter 533 of the public laws of 1967, is amended 
to read as follows: 

The State Planning Office may assist in forming regional planning commis
sions and councils of governments and may assist with financing the cost of 
operation of such regional planning commissions established under Title 30, 
sections 4501 to 4503, and of councils of governments empowered under Title 
30, section 1983, subsection 3. 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. 30, § 4501, amended. Section 4501 of Title 30 of the Re
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 4501. Regional Planning commission 

A municipality which has a planning board may join a regional planning 
commission for the purpose of regional development and for coordination with 
state and federal planning and development programs: 

I. Districts. The Governor may designate regional planning and develop
ment districts when he finds any of the following conditions: 
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A. There exists with the proposed district a clear need to plan and 
develop its physical, economic and social resources; or 

B. There exists special or acute agricultural, forestry, conservation, trans
portation, park and recreational, water systems, sewerage systems, pollu
tion abatement facilities problems, or other physical or social or economic 
problems of a regional character; or 

C. The proposed district meets other reasonable conditions consistent 
with the purposes of this chapter. 

In establishing standards and determining boundaries the Governor through 
the State Planning Office shall afford all affected parties adequate notice and 
an opportunity to present relevant information, and give appropriate con
sideration to geographic, demographic, social and economic inter-dependent 
communities. 

2. Revision. The Governor may, after consultation with the State Plan
ning Office and the officers of the municipalities and counties involved, revise 
the designation of districts to reflect changing conditions or otherwise to ful
fill the purposes of this chapter. 

3. State agency assistance. The State Planning Office shall assist in
terested municipalities and counties in arranging for designation of planning 
and development districts and will coordinate the resources of other state 
agencies for such assistance. 

4. Agreements. The Governor may enter into agreements with the gover
nor or premier of an adjoining state or province of Canada to establish inter
state or international regional planning or development districts. 

Sec. 3. R. S., T. 30, § 4502, sub-§ I, repealed and replaced. Subsection I 

of section 4502 of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the follow
ing enacted in place thereof: 

I. Composition. The commission shall be composed of 2 or more mem
ber municipalities, counties, and where wildland or unorganized townships 
are involved in designated districts, the Forest Commissioner, the State Plan
ning Director, the Commissioner of Economic Development, the Commis
sioner of Inland Fisheries and Game and the Director of State Parks and 
Recreation. 

Sec. 4. R. S., T. 30, § 4503, sub-§ I, 11 A amended. Paragraph A of sub
section I of section 4503 of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is amended to 
read as follows: 

A. Where the population of the municipality according to the last Decen
nial Census of the United States is less than 20,000, it is entitled to 2 repre
sentatives, nor more than one of whom shalt be a resident currently hold
ing elective office in the municipality; 20,000 to 100,000,3, no more than one 
of whom shall be a resident currently holding elective office in the munici
pality; and more than 100,000, 4, no more than 2 of whom shall be residents 
currently holding elective office in the municipality. 
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Sec. 5. R. S., T. 30, c. 204, additional. Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is 
amended by adding a new chapter 204, to read as follows: . 

CHAPTER 204 

COUNCILS OF GOVERNMENTS 

§ 198!. Establishment 

The municipal officers of any 2 or more municipalities, by appropriate 
action, may enter into an agreement, between or among such municipalities, 
for the establishment of a regional council of governments. 

§ 1982. Contents of agreement 

The agreement shall provide for representation, provided that at least half 
of the representatives of each member shall be municipal officers. The agree
ment shall specify the organization, the method of withdrawal, the method 
of terminating the agreement and the grounds for suspension of member 
municipalities. 

§ 1983. Powers and duties 

I. Powers. The council shall have the power to : 

A. Study such area governmental problems common to 2 or more mem
bers of the council as it deems appropriate, including but not limited to 
matters affecting health, safety, welfare, education, economic conditions 
and regional development; 

B. Promote cooperative arrangements and coordinate action among its 
members; and 

C. Make recommendations for review and action to its members and other 
public agencies that perform functions within the region. 

2. -other. The council may, by appropriate action of the governing 
bodies of the member municipalities, exercise such other powers as are ex
ercised or capable of exercise separately or jointly, by the member govern
ments and necessary or desirable for dealing with problems of local concern. 

3. Standing committee. The council may, by appropriate action of the 
governing bodies of the member municipalities, establish a standing com
mittee for the purpose of preparing and maintaining a comprehensive re
gional plan. 

4. Transfer. Where a regional planning commission has been established 
under chapter 239, subchapter I, the member municipalities, by appropriate 
action, may provide for the transfer of all assets, liabilities, rights and obli
gations of the commission to the council and for the dissolution of the 
commission. 

§ 1984. Bylaws 

The council shall adopt bylaws designating the officers of the council and 
providing for the conduct of its business. 
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§ 1985. Staff 

The council may employ such staff, and consult and retain such experts, as 
it deems necessary. 

§ 1986. Finances; annual report 

I. Expenses. The governing bodies of the member governments may 
appropriate funds to meet the expenses of the council. Services of personnel, 
use of equipment and office space, and other necessary services may be 
accepted from members as part of their financial support. 

2. Governmental funds. The council may accept funds, grants, gifts and 
services from the government of the United States or its agencies, from this 
State or its departments, agencies or instrumentalities or from any other 
governmental unit whether participating in the council or not, and from 
private and civic sources. 

3. Report. It shall make an annual report of its activities to the mem
ber governments. 


