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NEW DRAFT OF: H. P. 181, L. D. 220

ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1509

H. P. 1190 House of Representatives, May 14, 1969
Reported by a Majority of the Committee on State Government. Printed

under Joint Rules No. 18.
BERTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SIXTY-NINE

AN ACT Transferring Arson Investigation Authority from Insurance
Department to the Department of the Attorney General.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. R. S, T. 25, § 2391, amended. The 6th sentence of section 2391 of
Title 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

Such fire inspectors shall furnish the Attorney General and the Insurance
Commissioner with such information as ke they or either of them may require
and shall perform such inspections as the Insureree Ceommissiener they or
either of them may direct.

Sec. 2. R. S, T. 25, § 2394, amended. Section 2394 of Title 25 of the Re-
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 2394. Investigation of fire origin; Attorney General may direct

‘When property is destroyed or damaged by fire the municipal officers in
cities and towns shall immediately notify the trsuranee Commisstoner of the
sanre a member of the Division of State Fire Prevention who shall notify the
Attorney General if arson is suspected and shall investigate the cause, circum-
stances and origin of the fire, and especially examine whether it was the re-
sult of carelessness or of design. The investigation shall be commenced with-
in 3 days after the occurrence of the fire, not including the Lord’s Day asne
the Insurence Commissioner. The Attorney General may supervise and direct
such investigation whenever he deems it expedient or necessary.

Sec. 3. R. S, T. 25, § 2395, amended. Section 2395 of Title 25 of the Re-
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows:
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§ 2395. Filing statement of cause of fire; record open to public

When the municipal officers have completed their investigation, which shall
be within 2 weeks after the occurrence of the fire, they shall immediately file
with the $asuranece Commisstorer Division of State Fire Prevention a written
statement of all the facts relating to the cause, circumstances and origin of the
fire, the kind, value and ownership of the property destroyed or damaged
and such other information as may be required by satd commrissioncs. he

- Commissioner shatt make & record of all Hres investiseted undes
sections 230 t6 246+, together with al} facts, statisties and eircumstances eon-
neeted therewith. When arson is suspected, the Division of State Fire Pre-
vention shall forward a copy of such statement to the Attorney General. Such
secord statement shall at all times be open to public inspection awd
portons of i as the said commissioner deems expedient shall be publiched i
his annual report to the Geovernor end Couned, except in such instances as
the Attorney General requires because of pending criminal investigation.

Sec. 4. R. S, T. 25, § 2396, amended. Section 2396 of Title 25 of the Re-
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

§ 2396. Examination of cause of fire by Attorney General

The fasuraree Commisstomes Attorney General may, whenever he deems it
expedient or advisable, examine or cause to be examined the cause, circum-
stances and origin of all fires occurring in the cities and towns within the
State, of which he has knowledge, by which property is damaged or destroyed
and may specially examine and decide whether the same was the result of
carelessness or design. The Insurance Commissioner shol, when i his

e st 4 ere neeessary, Attorney General may take or cause
to be taken the testimony on oath of all persons supposed to be cognizant of
any facts or to have means of knowledge in relation to the matters as to
which such examination is made, and may cause the same to be reduced to
writing. If he shall be of the opinion that there is evidence sufficient to
charge any person with the crime of arson or incendiarism, he shall cause
such person to be arrested and charged with such offense end shadl fusnish
to the proper eounty attosmey all sueh ewidence, together with the names of
witnesses and af wformption obtained by him, ineluding & copy of eH

Sec. 5. R. S, T. 25, § 2397, repealed and replaced. Section 2397 of Title 25
of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following enacted in place
thereof :

§ 2397. Witnesses; investigations private

The Attorney General, or his designee, shall have the pawer to summon and
compel the attendance of witnesses before them or either of them, to testify in
relation to any matter which is by sections 2394 to 2396 a subject of inquiry
and investigation, and to compel the production of all books, records, docu-
ments and papers pertaining to said subject of inquiry and investigation. The
Attorney General, or his designee, may administer oaths and affirmations to
persons appearing as witnesses before them; and false swearing in any matter
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or proceeding aforesaid shall be deemed perjury and shall be punished as
such.

The Insurance Commissioner, the Attorney General, or their designees,
shall have authority, at all times of the day or night, in the performance of
the duties imposed upon them, to enter upon and examine any building or
premises where a fire is in progress or has occurred and other buildings or
premises adjoining or near the same. Persons other than those required to be
present by the provisions hereof may be excluded from the place where such
investigation is held and witnesses may be kept separate and apart from one
another and not allowed to communicate with one another until they have
been examined.



