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1t0DSE or REPRESENTATIVES 
104th LEGISLAlURE 

HOUSE AMENDMEi.\iT "A" to H. P. 1015, L. D. 1323, Resolve, Proposing 

an Amendment to the Const::i_ tut.ion Affectinsr the Apportionm~nt of the 

House of Representatives. 

Amend said Resolve by striking out everything after the Title 

ind inserting in place thereof the following:_ 

'Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of each branch 

cf the Legislature concurring, that the following amendments to the 

c·onsti tution of this State be proposed: 

·constitution, Article IV, Part First, Sections 2 and 3, repealed 

and replaced. Sections 2 and 3 of Part First of Article IV of the 

Constitution are repealed and the folluwing enacted in place thereof: 

Section 2. The House of Representatives shall consist of one 

hundred and fifty-one members, to be elected by the qualified electors 

and hold their office ·two years from the day next preceding the biennial 

meeting of the Legislature. The L~gislature shall, within every period· 

of at most ten years and at least five, cause the number of the 

inhabitants of the State to be ascertained, according td the latest 

Federal Census. The rn.1Inber of Representatives shall, at the several 

periods of making such enurn.eration, be fixed and apportioned by the 

i 
Legislature among the several counties, as near as may be, according 

to the ntETcber of inh.s.bi tan ts. 

(Over') 
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Section 3. The apportio~ne~t of the Representatives shall be 

·made and computed according to the following rules: 

1. By dividing the total p~;.:mlaj:.ion of the State by one hundred 

and fifty-one and by c1ividinS_ the population of ea.ch county by the 

quotient so obtained, disregarding, except as hereinafter in this 

section provided, the remainder ,_~i:f: an~', after the process of division. 

2. If the total num,'-::ier of Representatives assigned to all counties 

pursuant to subsection 1 is less than one hundred and fifty-bne, 

additional Representatives shall be as~igned to the counties, one to 

· ·a county, having remainders in the· corn::,utation u'nder subsection 1 

. coITlt71encing with the county having the largest remainder and continuing 

with the other counties in the order of the magnitude of the respective 

remainders until the total nu;nber of Representatives assigned is one 

hundred ·and fifty-one. 

3 . E' a~1, ci'.L .. or to--n ,-i'thJ'•; a co·,.,.,~-y h::in-ing - n 1 1·rr'Der n.c i'nh::o.,___i.L-n.Ls 
• 1._.,__ L.Y - 'Nl I /1

1 
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greater than the quotient obtained in subsection l shall be entitled 

~o &:; r.2.ny Repr·eserJtatives a.s t!1e r1u~·:lDer of tiraes the r1ull-LDer of its 

inhabitants fully contains that quotient. Those cities and towns having 

remainders in the above computation shall be assigned additional 

Representatives one to 2, municipality, cor:-i.mencing ·with the citv or to1.-m 

ha··i'ngr it'n° 7:::i-..-c--~.L 1~emairrl-r ::i-rl c-·-,tir,1·-i~'cr to the o·r.o s•if·h .L't1'°' ~nallce,c;L V _ '-" _a_ _ _,.c::.::, L.. .'..t, _.1.!-.......t::_ Cd.!..·--.i Li.:. ______ L_ll :J l~ .L!.- \,'_,.. 1_.L ... L- t..._., ~.i.l~ ~ _c...~ l... 

provided that to tualify for aeditional 
-----'----=-----·---
remainder, F.21..J r·e s e:i tc<. ti ,;es 

~-:,. th . . . 1 - .. .1.... •r t . .. •· -l r, .L r - -;:., . o-.• - • 7 r •r ,re 7 l l ~ ' - ,_ unc,cr is rL1 e 1 cl Clc..y o.,_ o·.-.n _:2::_:..':'_':'.:...·1~,v- a rc.1,talnc,~:-'- e~.:,c:,a __ ~nS; e-i:: 

least t~·lo-t11i1-c1_~, _the q:1-:ctie:~L o~:~:~_:_z~:=-·-~:;c~ 1._~7.c'..-:::r su1=>5E:ctio0.. l, 2_nc1 ~,:cc1 1 .:-i.c7.~(1 

; (Con't) 
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or plantations not having enou,:?;h_inhabitapts for a Representative to 

form districts \'.'ith en}?Ugh fr,hebitants for two or more Representative~, 

and the remainin0 cities, t.011:11._~ and plantations within the county · 

which have inhabitants in nLL'ft.bt..'rs less than th9 quotient shall be 

formed into Representative Class Districts in nurnber equal to the 

rema:inder of county Representatives unallocated under the foregoing 

procedure by grouping whole cities, towns and pl2mtati·ons together 

giving consideration for geog-raphical contiguity and whose total nuwber 

of inhabitants egual, as near as may be, the quotient arrived at in 

subsection 1. Cities and trnms entitled to two or more Representatives 

under the foregoing procedure may, by .affirrnati ve vote of two-thirds 

of both Houses of the Legislature, be organiz.ed into single member 

districts whereby each legally qualified elector therein is entitled 

to vote for only one Representative, provided that all s~ch cities and 

towns are so organized. In the event that the Legislature shall fail 

to rna!<:e ·an appor_tion:rc,en t, the Supreme Judicial Court shall, within 

sixty days follG\)ing t}:le end of the period in which the Legislature 

is required to act, but fails to do so, make the apportionment. 

Form of question and date when amenilinents shall be voted upon. 

Resolved: Tha_t the aldermen of cities, the selectinen of towns and 

the assessors of the several plantations of this State are empowered 

and directecl to notify the inha'oi tan ts of their respective cities, towns 
• 

and pl~ntations to meet in the manner prescribed by law for calling 

and holding bie~nial meetings of said inhabitants for the election 

of Senators and Representatives at the next ge~eral election in the 
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rnon th of Novernl,er or sped. ctl state-·wide election on. the Tuesday 

following the first i-1oncl;:-cy of: Nove2..'oei- following the passage of this 

resolve to give in their votes upon the arnendri1ents proposed in the 

foregoing resoJ.ut3on, an0 the question shall be: 

"Shall the Const:i. tn-t_i o,·: b2 arn,:onded as proposed by a resolution 

of the Leg i:::; la trn:.-e Af .:'.:ecting the Appo:c_tionmen t of the House of 

Representatives?" 

The inhab_i_ tan ts cf s21.id cities, to1ms and plantations shall vote 

by ballot on said question, and shall ~ndicate by a cross or check 

mark placed against the words "Yes" or "No" their opi_nion of the s arne. 

The ballots shall be received, sorted, counted and declared in o~en 

ward 1 trn·m and plantation meetings and ,returns made to the office of 

th~ Secretary of State in the same manner as votes for Governor and 

Members of the Leg·islature, and the Governor and Council shall review 

the sar,1:?., o.nc1 if it shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants 

voting on the guesl3on are in favor of the amendments, the Governor 

shall forthwith make known the fact by his proclarnation, and the ai.L1endu1ents 

shall thereupon, as of the date of said proclm.1ation, become a part of 

the Constitution. 

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the 

Secretary of State shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, 

towns and planta,tions ballots and blank returns in conformity with the 

foregoing resolve, accompanied by a copy thereof.' 

Filed by}~. Starbird of King~2n Tbwnship. 

Reproduced 2.nd distrib1-,t2d under the direction of the· Clerk 
of thl? House. 

(Filing No. H-300) 
5/9/69 




