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ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1089

H. P. 847 House of Kepresentatives, February 27, 1969
Referred to the Committee on Agriculture. Sent up for concurrence and

1,000 copies ordered printed.
BERTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk
Presented by Mr. Ross of Bath.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SIXTY-NINE

AN ACT Repealing Milk Control Prices at the Retail Level.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

R. S., T. 7, § 2954, amended. Section 2954 of Title 7 of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by chapter 245 and by section 5-B of chapter 425, both of the pub-
lic laws of 1965, is further amended to read as follows:

§ 2954. Price fixing

The commission shall hold meetings on the 3rd Thursday of each calendar
month, and shall appoint a time at each meeting when any producer, dealer or
consumer may present complaints or suggestions for the betterment of the
conditions of trade and shall endeavor to effect amicable reconciliations of
differences which exist between the vaious milk interests, and such other
meetings as are necessary to properly supervise and control the industry.
The chairman shall call a meeting of the commission whenever requested in
writing by any 2 members of the commission. The commission is vested with
power to establish and change, after investigation and public hearing, of
which due notice has been given by publishing at least 3 days prior to said
hearing in appropriate newspapers, minimum prices to be paid to producers
by dealers for milk received or purchased stored, manufactured, proeessed,
setd, distributed of otherwise handled within the State. Fhe ecommivsion
shall f and establish, atter iwvestigation and publie hesrins, of which due
notice has been given by publishing et least 3 de¥ys prier to said hearing in
appropriate pewspapers, the whetesale and retatl prices to be charsed for
mitle distributed for sale within the State, svherever produeed, ineluding the
folewing sales

. Deslers to dealers. By deaters to denters
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2. Denlers to consumess. By dealers to consumers=

#. Desler to stores. By dealer to stores etther for consumption on the
Premices of resale to eonsumers:

5. Rercen to persen. By amy persen not ineluded in the foresoins elns-
stheations to another persons

6. Producers to denlers. By predueers to dealess.

Sates by producers of raw miltk produced and seld teo consumers on the
premises of the produeer are exeluded from Hhio ehapter in respeet to such
sates.

The commission in its discretion may waive public hearing when the sole
change to be made in minimum prices is to conform with orders of any fed-
eral agency, duly authorized by law to determine prices.

The commissioner is vested with power to establish and change, after in-
vestigation and public hearing, classifications of milk according to its various
usages, and shall specify to what classification the prices fixed and estab-
lished under this chapter shall apply.
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commission by appropriate reles may provide.

Neo price shall be established for any one or more of said sales unless at
the same Hme & price shal be established for all of said sales in any market.

Prices so fixed shall be just and reasonable taking into due consideration
the public health and welfare and the insuring of an adequate supply of pure
and wholesome milk to the inhabitants of thls State under varying conditions
in various marketing areas, seasonal production and other conditions affect-
ing the costs of production, transportation and marketing in the milk indus-
try, including a reasonable return to the producer and deater.

Dpen feng said mintartn priees i eny merket which shell apply to the
variots elassiteations of milke and which may vary i the several marleet
areas of the State, the commisston oheall furnish el dealers registered v said
market wwith o sehedwle of sueh priees, and shall publish & sehedule thereof
i approprinte newspapess i suid wrarleet. Sueh order shal become effee-
#Hve i accordanee with Tite 5, chapters 6% to 3057 and thereafter no denler,
store oF other person handhne mith 1 such marlet shall buy or offer to buy,
sel or offer to sel mille for prices less thap the seheduled mintmum priees
established for that merket.

Any dealer may deduct an allowance for transportation from the producer’s
farm to the dealer’s dairy plant pursuant to a reasonable schedule of charges
filed with the commission, with a copy to each affected producer, at least 30
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days prior to the proposed effective date. Any interested producer or any
organization representing producers may petition the commission at any time
to review the reasonableness of any such schedule of transportation charges,
and the commission is empowered to suspend proposed schedules pending
hearing, and, after hearing, to disapprove and reject any schedules, then
pending or theretofore in effect, found to be unreasonable, or, after hearing,
to approve any such schedules found to be reasonable or to establish any
new schedules deemed to be reasonable.

It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in any practice destructive
of the scheduled minimum prices for milk between producer and dealer estab-
lished under this chapter fer any masket, including but not limited to any
discount, rebate, gratuity advestistag aHlowimee or combination price for milk
with any other commodity. In addition to any penalty otherwise provided
by law, the commission after notice and hearing may prohibit any such prac-
tice, and any person feeling himself aggrieved by any order of the commis-
sion issued under this chapter may appeal to the Superior Court.

The minimum prices established for sales of milk by producers to dealers
may, if such sales are made by bulk tank, be increased by such amounts per
hundredweight as may be determined by the commission. Violation of this
paragraph shall be sufficient cause for the Maine MiHe commission to revoke
or withhold a dealer’s license.

Whenever mite produced outside the State becomres a subjeet of regulntion
«h&He&me%t—h—rﬂ%hej-u%e{feﬁe%t-hﬁS{-ﬁe ey sate of sueh mille within
this State at & priee less than the scheduled mvintmum price established in
any given marleet shall be unlawial



