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ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1089 

H. P. 847 House of :Representatives, February 27, 1969 
Referred to the Committee on Agriculture. Sent up for concurrence and 

1,000 copies ordered printed. 
BERTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. Ross of Bath. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-NINE 

AN ACT Repealing Milk Control lPrices at the Retail Level. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., T. 7, § 2954, amended. Section 295Li· of Title 7 of the Revised Statutes, 
as amended by chapter 245 and by section 5-B of chapter 425, both of the pub­
lic laws of 1965, is further amended to read as follows: 

§ 2954. Price fixing 

The commission shall hold meetings on the 3rd Thursday of each calendar 
month, and shall appoint a time at each meeting when any producer, dealer or 
consumer may present complaints or suggestions for the betterment of the 
conditions of trade and shall endeavor to effect amicable reconciliations of 
differences which exist between the vaious milk interests, and such other 
meetings as are necessary to properly supervise and control the industry. 
The chairman shall call a meeting of the commission whenever requested in 
writing by any 2 members of the commission. The commission is vested with 
power to establish and change, after investigation and public hearing, of 
which due notice has been given by publishing at least 3 days prior to said 
hearing in appropriate newspapers, minimum prices to be paid to producers 
by dealers for milk received or purchased ~, m:al'lMiaetMfea, fJfoeeaaea, 
seM, aiatfibl1tea ef' otHef" tst! Hal'lalea within the State. +fl.e eomffiissioft 
~ ** fH't4 establisH, ~ in, €stigatiol'l iH'T4 ~ Heafil'lg, @of ~ 6-tte 
~ ftn.a. fre.ea ~ ~ fJMblisHiRg' M kn~ ~ ~ ~ +0 ~ Heaft!'lg ffi. 
aj3j3foj3fiate !'Ie ilsfJaj3efs, tfte 'II Ho!esale fH't4 ~ ~ +0 Be eHafgea fet. 
ffii.H:t aistfiButea fet. S&te ~ ~ ~, wHefe i ef j3foaMeea, i!'lelHai!'lg tfte 
folIo n'iftg ~ 

T. De8Jefs +0 aealefs. ;g-,. aealefs +0 tLaI€fs; 
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~. Dealers ~ eDRSliffier9. ~ dealem ~ eOR9lifficr9; 

:to ~ ~ eon9liffiers. ~ ~ ~ eOR9liffier9, ~ ~ eoRSliffiptioR 
8ft -Hte preffiiges ~ ~ 

:.t. Dealer ~~. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ fer eOl'l9liffiption 8ft -Hte 
preH'liSe9 er ~ ~ eOR9liffier9; 

"5". PerSOR ~~. ~ ftR;" ~ft ~ iReluded ffi. ~ foregoing ~-
91fieatioRs ~ aRotHer per90R: 

e. Prodlieer9 ~ aealer9. ~ ~-ueers ~ deater9. 

~ ~ proaueers &f MW ~ pfOd:lieed tHffi 86M ~ e.,RSliffieffl fHT -Hte 
preffiiges &f ~ prodlieer tH'e eJ(elliaed ~ -t-Hts eHapter ffi. respeet ~ su-dt 
sa-tes. 

The commission in its discretion may waive public hearing when the sole 
change to be made in minimum prices is to conform with orders of any fed­
eral agency, duly authorized by law to determine prices. 

The commissioner is vested with power to establish and change, after in­
vestigation and public hearing, classifications of milk according to its various 
usages, and shall specify to what classification the prices fixed and estab­
lished under this chapter shall apply. 

+fl..e ~ 4e 4etH-er ~s ~ ~+I- sa-tes ~ .J.;.e establi9H€ti ~ ffi. su-dt 
H9:arlc~ ~ n-s -are Ree:::ssary ~ -t-fi.e. s40abilizing &f ffiarke4: eORdit:ORS. A+I­
sates betn'een dealers ~ .J.;.e cOFIsideFed ~ &f 5-U-ffi effissificatioft n-s ~ 
~~ try.. appFoflriate T't':f.e.s ffittJ'" f"~e. 

#€; tfflee ~ ~ e-s-ffib+tsfi.e.4 ~F i'HtJ'" ~ '* ~ &f ~ ~ -I:l-ftl-es.a iH; 
#re- Sitffloe ~ ft tffi-e-e 4n:+I- .J.;.e €s4:ahli9Hecl ~ n:+I- &f ~ sn:les ffi. ftR;" ffiarleet. 

Prices so fixed shall be just and reasonable taking into due consideration 
the public health and welfare and the insuring of an adequate supply of pure 
and wholesome milk to the inhabitants of this State under varying conditions 
in various marketing areas, seasonal production and other conditions affect­
ing the costs of production, transportation and marketing in the milk indus­
try, including a reasonable return to the producer tHffi 4etH-e-F. 

~8ft ft~ ~ ffiil'ltft'll1ffi ~& ffi ftfl:J" ~e4: ~ ~ ~ ~ tfl.e 
varlolis elassifieati8RS &f ~ fM-1-4 w±tiefl. ~ ¥B:i'j" ffi. tfl.e gen'Fal IHaF!ret 
~ &f -Hte &ffi.te, -Hte COffiffiissioR ~ f'liritisH n:+I- d:ealers re-gt~ ffi. sn:+4 
ffiarl<et wf.t.fl. ft flehecllile ~ ~ .~, ttH4 ~ ~ ft seHeclttte 4ofl.eT.e&f 
ffi. aflpropria4:e fteW'spapers ffi. ~ ffiarlcet. '£i:Tffi ~ ~+I- beeoffie ~­
~ ffl aeeorclaRee ~ ++t+e "5", eHapters ~ ~ ~ atffi tHereafter He ~, 
~ er ~ ~ har:dliflg ~ ffi. ~ marlEet ~ -&tty er effeT. ~ -&tty, 
se+I- t't!" effeT. ~ se+I-~ ~ pi'i-e-es tess ~ tfl.e seHecl1:decl ffiiniffitlffi tfflees 
establisHed: ~ ~ ft'larlret. 

Any dealer may deduct an allowance for transportation from the producer's 
farm to the dealer's dairy plant pursuant to a reasonable schedule of charges 
filed with the commission, with a copy to each affected producer, at least 30 
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days prior to the proposed effective date. Any interested producer or any 
organization representing producers may pEtition the commission at any time 
to review the reasonableness of any such schedule of transportation charges, 
and the commission is empowered to sus?end proposed schedules pending 
hearing, and, after hearing, to disapprove and reject any schedules, then 
pending or theretofore in effect, found to he unreasonable, or, after hearing, 
to approve any such schedules found to be reasonable or to establish any 
new schedules deemed to be reasonable. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in any practice destructive 
of the scheduled minimum prices for milk between producer and dealer estab­
lished under this chapter ~ ftftj" tHarket, including but not limited to any 
discount, rebate, gratuity ad:, ertisir!~ ft!.ffl¥o'iHtee or combination price for milk 
with any other commodity. In addition tJ any penalty otherwise provided 
by law, the commission after notice and hearing may prohibit any such prac­
tice, and any person feeling himself aggrieved by any order of the commis­
sion issued under this chapter may appeal to the Superior Court. 

The minimum prices established for sales of milk by producers to dealers 
may, if such sales are made by bulk tank, be increased by such amounts per 
hundredweight as may be determined by the commission. Violation of this 
paragraph shall be sufficient cause for the .~ ~ commission to revoke 
or withhold a dealer's license. 

""hefle, er fltii.ko prod:ueed outside 4JTe £.t-&joe beeOfl~es it subj eet e.f regulatiofl 
-bJ- -tfl.e &f.a+e ffi -tfl.e e](ereisc e.f +t-s f!6+tee 1:""~, #ti-s efiapter 4aH ~ ~ 
-tfl.e po" ers e.f -tfl.e eOffitHi SSiOfl ~ ~. A-#eT ftftj" 5'li€'ft ffii.Ht ~ pro d:u e e d 
4aH ~ ~ -tfl.e jurisdietffifl. e.f -tfl.ts ~fa.te, ftftj" s-a+e e.f 5'li€'ft ffii.Ht ~ 
-tfl.ts &f.a+e fH; it tffiee ~ tfl.tttt -tfl.e sehed:ul-e4 l'nif',itHUffi tffiee estaBlished ffi 
ftftj" ~ tHarlfet 4aH .Jc,.e uflla" fttl-. 


