MAINE STATE LEGISLATURE

The following document is provided by the
LAW AND LEGISLATIVE DIGITAL LIBRARY

at the Maine State Law and Legislative Reference Library
http://legislature.maine.gov/lawlib

Reproduced from scanned originals with text recognition applied

(searchable text may contain some errors and/or omissions)




STATE OF MAINE
HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES

HOUSE AMENDMENT " A " to H. P. 838, L. D. 1076, Bill, "AN

ACT Authorizing the Legislative Bodies of Municipalities to

Reapportion Council Districts.

Amend said Bill by striking out all after the enacting clause

and inserting in place thereof the following:

'R. 8., T. 30, §5353, repezled and replaced. Section 5
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the follow
enacted in place thereof:

§ 5353, Reapportionment
1. Adoption by ordinance Districts established for the
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lowing conditions:

A. Territory. Each district shall be formed of compact,

contiguous terxritory, as nearlv rectangular as possible

and its boundary lines shall follow the center lines of

streets.

B. Voters. Each district shall contain as nearly as pos

the same number of GULliiled voters, determined from the

reciztration for t

ial election, but districts




HOUSE AMENDMENT to H.P. 838, L. D. 1076 - Page 2

O The districts.

D. Effect. The ordinance shall be effective as of the

30th day after adoption by the legislative body. ~The new

districts and boundaries, as of the effective date, shall

supersede previous districtis and boundaries for the

purposes of the next regular municipal election, including

nominations.

2. Failure to enact ordinance. The legislative body shall

enact the reapportionment ordinance in the calendar year following

shall serve until their terms expire. Such at~large elections shall

continue until the legislative body enzcts an ordinance in accordance

with subsection 1, except that the ordinance shall be enacted at

least 60 days prior to a regular municipal election.

3. Referendum. The gualified voters of the municipality,

except where the lecislative body ig the town meeting, shall have

power to reguire reconsideration by the legislative body of any

ggcﬁ adopted ordinance and, if the legislative body fails to repeal

—_—
an ordinance so reconéidered; to approve or reject it at a municipal
election.
A. Commencemaent of procsedings; pestitioners' committee;
affidavit. Any ay -commence referendumn
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and be responsible for CTICU]d(in the pCiLthﬂ and filing

it in proper form, stating their names and addresses and

specifying the address to which all notices to the committee

are to be sent, and citing the oxdinance sought to be

reconsidered.

Promptly after the affidavit of the petitioners' committee

is filed the clerk shall issue the appropriateé petition

blanks to the petitioners' committee.

B. Petitions.

(1) Number of signatures. Petitions must be signed

by qualified voters of the municipality equal in nuwmber

to at least 15% of the total number of qualified voters

registered to vote at the last presidential election.

(2) Form and content. All papers of a petition shall

be uniform in size and style and shall be assembled as

one instrument for filing. Each signature shall be

executed in ink or indelible pencil and shall be followed

by the address of the person signing. Petitions shall

contain or have attached thereto Lhroughout their cir-

culation the full text of the ordinance sought to be

" reconsidered.

(3) Affidavit of c1rc07<Lo . dCh ‘paper of 'a peu1tlon

shall have attached to it whan filed an affidavit executed

BEpSP et e R e e A 5 e e R e e 1.t R e A P o e e et

by the circulator thereof Ct’t1nk that hb DeLJona]4§
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circulated the paper, the number of signatures thereon,

were affixed in his presence, that

0

that all the signaturs

he believes them to be the genuine signatures of ‘the

ersons whose names they purport to be and that each
ber : Y

signer had an opportunity before signing to read the

full text oif the ordinance sought to be reconsidered. .

e et e e e

(4) Time for filing petitions. Petitions must be

filed within 30 days after adoption hy the" legislative

body.of the ordinance sought to be reconsidered.

" Procedure after filing,

e,

(1) Certificate of clerk; amendment, Within 20 days aftetf‘

the petition is filed, the municipal clerk sha11 comple£e§ 

a certificate as to its sufficiency, specifying, 1if it dg’
T W—‘f—-_—ﬁﬁm

insufficient, the particulars wherein it is defective and

shall promptly send a copy of the certificate to the

petitioners' committee by registered mail. A petition

certified insufficient for lack of the required number

of valid signatures may be amended once if the petitioners!

committee files a notice of intention to amend it with

the clerk within 2 days after receiving the copy of his

certificate and files a supplementary petition upon

additional papers within 10 days after receiving the copy LR
pap Y PY oy

of such certificate. Such supplementary petition shall
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{3) Court review, new petition. A final determination

as to the sufficiency of a petition shall be subject

to court review. A final detexmination of ‘insufficiency,

even if sustained upon court review, shall not prejudice

the filing of a new petition for the same purpose.

—_—

D. Suspension of effect of ordinance. When petition is filed

with the clierk, the ordinance sought to be reconsidered

shall be suspended from taking effect. Such suspensioﬂ'sﬁall

terminate when:

(1) There is a final determination of insufficiency of

the petition; or

(2) The petitioners' committee withdraws the petition;

oxr

{3) The council repeals the ordinance; or

(4) Thirty days have elapsed after a vote of the

municipality on the ordinance.

E. Action on petitions.

......

£inally determined sufficient, the legislative body shall

promptly reconsider the referred ordinance by voting its

" repeal. 1If the legislative body fails to repeal the

" referred ordinance within 30 days after the date the

petition was finally determined sufficient, it shall

submit the referred ordinance to the voters of the

nunicipality.

(2) Submission to voters. The vote of the municipality

(Con't)
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oh'a referred ordinance shall be held not less than

“regular municipal election i to be held within the

period. prescribed in this ‘subsection, the 1egislative‘

body shall provide for a cpecial election, otherw1se,

the vote shal1 be held at the same tlme as “such

‘ regular elecbwon, except tnaf tbe leglslatlve body

may in its dlscretlon prov1de for a SDe01al electlon

at an earWJer date w1th1u the preccrlbed perloa

Coples of the referred ordlndnce Qhall be made available

at the polls.

(3) Form of ballot. The form of the ballot for the

" repeal of such ordinance shall be'subStantialIY'és
follows:

"Shall the ordinance entitled 'V oo ot

be repealed?"

Yes /7 / No /T /

(The voters shall indicate their choice bz'arcrosskov

YES or No)

- (4) Wrthdrawalof petltlons. A petltlon may be withdrawn

at any twme prwor to the lSLh day precedlno the day

scheduled for a vote of the town by flllng Wth the

“town clerk a request'For w1thirawal sxgned by at least 4

memberb of the petitioners' committee. Upon the filing

“of such request'the petition shall have no further force

<0vé3-> [% D20 - S B0
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or effect and all proceadings therebn shall be terminated.

iie

F. esults of election., If a majority of the gualified

electors voting on a refserred ordinance vote against it,

it shall be considered

o))

rapzaled uvon certification of the

election results.'

n

Filed by Mr. Moreshead of Augusta,

163

Reproduced and distributed under the direciion of the Clerk
of the House.
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