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ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 918 

H. P. 687 In House of Representatives, February 19, 1969 
Referred to Committee on Health and Institutional Services. Sent up for 

concurrence and 1,500 ordered printed. 
BERTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk 

Presented by Mrs. Wheeler of Portland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-NINE 

AN ACT Relating to Welfare Assistance. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., T. 22, §§ 3750, 3796, 445 1, 4452 , 4452 - A , 4453, 4454, 4455, 
4456, 4457, 4458 and 4458-A, repealed. Section 3750, as amended by chapter 
468 of the public laws of 1965, sections 3796, 445I, 4452, section 4452-A, as 
enacted by chapter 388 of the public laws of 1967, sections 4453 to 4456, sec­
tion 4457, as amended by section 60 of chapter 544 of the public laws of I967, 
section 4458 and section 4458-A, as enacted by chapter 380 of the public laws 
of I965, all of Title 22 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. 22, § 3100, additional. Title 22 of the Revised Statutes is 
amended by adding a new section 3IOO, to read as follows: 

§ 3100. State policy on welfare 

It is the policy of this State: 

I. Persons in need. That its social welfare program shall provide as­
sistance, care and service to the persons of the State in need thereof and 
thereby promote the well-being of all the people of the State; 

2. Purpose. That it is the purpose of the social welfare laws to establish 
and support programs which contribute to the prevention of dependency and 
social maladjustment, as well as rehabilitative, preventive and protective 
services; 

3. Administration. That assistance, care and service shall be administered 
promptly, with due regard for the preservation of family life, and without 
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restriction of individual rights or discrimination on account of race, religion, 
political affiliation or place of residence within the State; 

4· Adequate assistance. That assistance, care and service shall be so 
administered as to maintain and encourage dignity, self-respect and self­
reliance. It is the legislative intent that financial assistance granted shall be 
adequate to maintain a reasonable standard of health and decency based on 
current cost of living indices; 

5· Family life. That it is further declared to be the policy of this State to 
direct its efforts to the strengthening of family life for the care and protection 
of children; to assist and encourage the use by any family of all available 
personal and community resources to this end; and to provide substitute care 
of children only when the family, with the use of resources available to it, 
is unable to provide the necessary care and protection to assure the rights 
of any child to sound health, and normal physical, mental, spiritual and moral 
development; 

6. Federal funds. That all legitimate advantage should be taken of federal 
funds available toward Maine's public welfare costs. 

Sec. 3. R. S., T. 22, § 4459, repealed and replaced. Section 4459 of Title 
22 of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following enacted in place 
thereof: 

§ 4459. General assistance at expense of State 

A program of general assistance for persons in need of immediate as­
sistance, service or care shall be operated and administered by the department 
in accordance with rules and regulations adopted by the department after due 
notice of the pendency of such rules and regulations has been published in 
newspapers of general circulation in each county, with such publication ap­
pearing once weekly at least 3 weeks prior to the date of the proposed adop­
tion of said rules and regulations. Such a program of general assistance shall 
not include the operating and financing of institutions other than the pur­
chase of services from local establishments or agencies. 

On the effective date of this Act or as soon thereafter as possible, the 
overseers of the poor or other municipal officers previously charged with 
granting municipal relief shall hold such records until authorized by the 
commissioner to dispose of them or turn them over to the department. 

Any liability or commitment of any municipality or political subdivision with­
in the State for assistance or relief granted which exists or is pending on the 
effective date of this Act shall remain the responsibility of the municipality or 
political subdivision and neither expenses nor debts so incurred or pending 
shall be transferred to the department. 

Any bond, contract or other agreement between a municipality and the 
State or state institutions which binds a municipality for full or partial sup­
port, clothing, transportation, burial or any other aid, assistance or service 
provided to an inmate of a state institution or financial assistance granted by 
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the department entered into under laws or regulations prior to the effective 
date of this Act shall on that date become null and void. 

The commissioner shall establish within the department such organizational 
structures as he deems proper for the administration of this program of 
general assistance. 

Sec. 4. R. S., T. 22, §§ 4460, 446I, 4462, 4463, 4464 and 4466, repealed. 
Section 4460, section 4461, as amended by chapter 23 of the public laws of 
196j. sections 4462 to 4464 and section 4466, all of Title 22 of the Revised 
Statutes are repealed. 

Sec. 5. R. S., T. 22, § 4465, repealed and replaced. Section 4465 of Title 
22 of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following enacted in place 
thereof: 

§ 4465. Municipal service officer; appointment; duties 

1. Municipal service officer. The Commissioner of Health and Welfare 
shall determine those municipalities which need a municipal service officer 
who shall act under the sole supervision, control and direction of the com­
missioner, or his designated representative, in administering general assistance 
under this Title. The commissioner shall establish standards and qualifica­
tions for such municipal service officers. Within 60 days after notification 
by the commissioner of such need for a municipal service officer, the municipal 
officers of the municipality shall nominate one or more persons within the 
standards and qualifications established by the commissioner. When the com­
missioner determines that one municipal service officer shall serve more than 
one municipality, the municipal officers of each such municipality shall meet 
in conference and jointly nominate one or more persons within the standards 
and qualifications established by the commissioner. The commissioner shall 
appoint a municipal service officer from the nominees submitted by the 
municipal officers if such nominee qualifies for the appointment. If the 
municipal officers fail to submit nominations within 60 days after notifica­
tion by the commissioner that a municipal service officer will be appointed, 
or if the nominees submitted by the municipal officers do not qualify under 
the standards established by the commissioner, then the commissioner may 
appoint such municipal service officer without further consultation with the 
municipal officers. Any vacancies occurring in the office of municipal service 
officer shall be filled in the same manner as provided for appointment. The 
municipal service officer shall in no way be under the control, supervision or 
direction of any municipal official or officials. 

2. Duties. The duties of the municipal service officer shall be: 

A. To make available applications and information on general assistance 
as requested by any individual; 

B. To authorize from funds advanced to him emergency assistance pur­
suant to the statutes and the rules and regulations of the department; 

C. To perform other duties as directed by the commissioner and as re­
quired by law. 
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3. Application. The employment of a municipal service officer shall in no 
way prohibit any person from inquiring about or applying for assistance 
directly to an office of the Department of Health and Welfare nor prohibit 
a full-time employee of the Department of Health and Welfare authorized by 
the commissioner from answering inquiries, accepting applications for and 
authorizing grants of general assistance. 

Sec. 6. R. S., T. 22, § 4467, amended. Section 4467 of Title 22 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 4467. Liability of relatives for support; procedure 

The spouse, father, mother, !;F8:HeH8:tfIeF, gF8:HEh~'1stfIeF and adult children 
IrH4 gF8:HaefIilaFeH, ~ eSHS8:HgttiHit;, ~ ~ #I.e ~ ~ ~ ~­
~ ~ shall support persons chargeable in porportion to their re­
spective ability. A~, ~ The State or any kindred of a ~8:tt~eF person who 
has received general assistance, having incurred expense for the relief of such 
~B:tt~ei' person, may complain to the superior Court in the county where any 
of the kindered reside. The court may cause such kindred to be summoned, 
and upon hearing or default may assess and apportion a reasonable sum upon 
such as are found to be of sufficient ability for the support of such ~8:1:l~eF 
person to the time of such assessment, and shall issue a writ of execution. 
Such assessment shall not be made to pay any expense for relief afforded 
more than 6 months before the complaint was filed. Such complaint may be 
filed with the clerk of the court who shall issue a summons thereon, returnable 
and to be served as writs of summons are. On sttggestisH motion of either 
party alleging that there are other kindred of ability not named, the com­
plaint may be amended by inserting their names, and they may be summoned 
in like manner and be proceeded against as if originally named. The court 
may assess and apportion upon such kindred a sum sufficient for the future 
support of such ~8:tt~eF person, to be paid qtt8:FteFl) weekly or monthly, until 
further order-t &H4 fHfto)" ~ w+tft ~ ~ ~ *i1l:afea eOHseHti,,!;, tHeFcts 
IrH4 ~ wffit.t -tffiTe fte fHfto)" 4wel-t, fI8: f iHg ~ ffl ~ eSl'l'l:fsft ~ ~ €1'ffi­

veHieHee. On application of the ~, #I.e State or person to whom payment 
was ordered, the clerk may issue or renew a writ of execution returnable to 
the next term of the court to collect what may be due for any preceding 
EIttB:FteF period. The court may, from time to time, make any further order on 
complaint of a party interested, and after notice given, alter such assessment 
or apportionment. On failure to sustain a complaint, the respondents recover 
costs. 

Sec. 7. R. S., T. 22, §§ 4468-4482, repealed. Section 4468, as amended, sec­
tions 4469 to 4476, section 4477, as amended, and sections 4478 to 4482, all of 
Title 22 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

Sec. 8. R. S., T. 22, § 4483, amended. Section 4483 of Title 22 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 4483. Reimbursement to individuals relieving destitute persons 

Ts if HS The department shall pay expenses necessarily incurred for the 
relief or ~B:tt~efs destitute persons by @oft iHh8:@it8:Ht a person not liable for 
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their support, after notice and request to the 8. efseefS department, until 
provision is made for them. 

Sec. 9. R. S., T. 22, §§ 4484, 4485, repealed. Sections 4484 and 4485 of 
Title 22 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

Sec. 10. R. S., T. 22, § 4486, repealed and replaced. Section. 4486 of Title 
22 of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following enacted in place 
thereof: 

§ 4486. Claims against decedent's estate 

Upon the death of a person who is receiving or has during his lifetime 
received assistance under this chapter, the State shall have a claim against 
his estate, allowable in probate court and enforceable in accordance with Title 
18, for the total amount of money payments paid under this chapter. Such 
claims shall have priority over all unsecured claims against such estate, 
except: 

1. Administration expenses. Administration expenses, including probate 
fees and taxes; 

2. Expenses of last sickness. Expenses of last sickness; 

3. Funeral expenses. Funeral expenses, not exceeding $400, exclusive of 
clergymen's honorarium and cemetery expense; 

4. Claims. Claims filed against such estate under section 3453. 

The Attorney General shall collect any claim which the State may have 
against such estate. No such claim shall be enforced against any real estate 
while it is occupied as a home by the surviving spouse of the deceased re­
cipient and said spouse does not marry again. If the State participates in 
federal funds for the purposes of this chapter, a sum equal to the pro rata 
share to which the United States is equitably entitled of the net amount 
collected from the estate of the recipient, with respect to general assistance 
furnished him, shall be promptly paid by the Treasurer of State to the United 
States as required by the laws of the United States. 

Sec. 11. R. S., T. 22, §§ 4487-4490, repealed. Sections 4487 to 4490 of 
Title 22 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

Sec. 12. R. S., T. 22, § 4491, amended. Section 4491 of Title 22 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 4491. False representations to department 

Whoever knowingly and willfully makes any false written representations 
t... #te OVCfSeCFE1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ftfi1' .fe.wft e¥ ery. e¥ ~ ~~ e¥ to the De­
partment of Health and vVelfare or its agents for the purpose of causing 
himself or any other person to be supported in whole or in part ~ 8! fe.wft e¥ 

ery. e¥ by the State shall be punished by a fine of not more than $300 or by 
imprisonment for not more than I I months. 

Sec. 13. R. S., T. 22, §§ 4492-4495, repealed. Section 4492, as amended by 
section I of chapter 292 of the public laws of 1965, sections 4493 and 4494, and 
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section 4495, as enacted by section 1 of chapter 434 of the public laws of I965, 
all of Title 22 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

Sec. 14. R. S., T. 22, §§ 4496-4498, additional. Title 22 of the Revised 
Statutes is amended by adding 3 new sections, 4496 to 4498, to read as follows: 

§ 4496. Grant, renials, decreases or closings to be confirmed in writing 

Any action relative to granting, denial, decreasing or closing of general 
assistance to an individual or family must be confirmed in writing to the 
applicant and shall include the specific reason or reasons for such action. 

§ 4497. Right to fair hearing 

Any person dissatisfied with a decision, act, failure to act or delay in action 
in regard to his request or application for assistance shall have the right to a 
fair hearing by the commissioner or his designated representative in the same 
manner as prescribed in the administration of financial assistance under the 
Federal Social Security Act. 

§ 4498. Limitation on liability for medical assistance 

The Department of Health and Welfare shall not be liable for medical or 
surgical care furnished to any person eligible for or receiving general as­
sistance unless the department agrees to it prior to its being furnished. With­
out prior agreement, application for recovery may be made for necessary 
emergency care, and payment will be made by the department when it is 
determined that circumstances did not allow time to secure prior agreement 
to pay and that the recipient of such services was without resources. 

Sec. IS. R. S., T. 22, § 3301, repealed. Section 3301 of Title 22 of the Re­
vised Statutes, as amended by section 1 of chapter 503 of the public laws of 
I965, is repealed. 

Sec. 16. R. S., T. 22, § 46, amended. The last sentence of section 46 of 
Title 22 of the Revised Statutes is repealed, as follows: 

~ ~efSSft ~ @.e ~eHl:ea & ~a:1:l~e¥ ~ ~ ~ h8:viftg feeeivea ~ BeHefit 
~ ~~, ~ ~ 8¥ ~1:lfiiei~8:1, wfi.ieft ~ ~ -B-e€ft ~Me4 ffl ~ 
~ ~ ~ scetisH .f8¥ ffi¥@, S1:l~~Sft, ffieaieal 8¥ cmfgiea:l ~-efl-t ft¥ 

ea1:leatisH. 

Sec. 17. R. S., T. 22, § 458, amended. Section 458 of Title 22 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 458. Medical supplies for indigent persons 

The local health officer in any 48wft municipality furnishing an indigent 
person fia, iH/; ~1:1fJef settleffieHt ffl 8:Hstfief +6-wtT antitoxin or other medical 
supplies shall be reimbursed by the ~ ffl 'W~ #te ~ffi ~ ~a1:l~ef 
settle~et'i4; State. +*e ~ ~ feimB1:lfse ~ @of ~ f1:1fHisfiiflg ffitdt 
S1:lflfllic5 ~ titt;" ~&.t ~gft8 ~ settle~eHt ffl fttt;" ~ 8¥ -ffl-wft ~ 
#te~. 
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Sec. 18. R. S., T. 22, § 957, amended. The last paragraph of section 957 of 
Title 22 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

All expenses for medical care and medicine, including antitoxin, incurred in 
carrying out this section, or incurred in furnishing families or persons affected 
with tuberculosis with supplies needed to prevent the spread of infection, shall 
be deemed a legitimate expenditure for the protection of the public health 
and shall be charged to the account of incidental expenses of the town ~ 
~ ~ ~ flIH:lf'eF 8:ee81:1Flt, fi@oF ~ ~ ~ ~ q1:18:F!±FltiFle4 tttt4 8:sststea 
M e8FlStaeFea ft f'8:1:1f'eF, ~ M S1:1Bjeet ~ aisfF8:FleJ.iisei'FleFlt fs.F ~ e!H:tS'e, tHT­

~ sttefl. f'eFS8FlS ftFoe 8:1Fe8:a) f'8:1:1f'eFS ft9 aefiFlea ffi -tfte Revisea 25t8:t1:1tes. 
All other expenses may be recovered from the person quarantined, or whose 
family is quarantined or from his parents, if able, otherwise from the tewft 
ffi ~ fl.e flft9 ~ sett+eFf1oeftt State. +ft+s seeti8Fl ~ ~ Fele8:se -tfte 
~ ~ -Hte 8Bli!;,8:ti8fts wfl.i.eft ftFoe ti'Flf'8Sea 'I:l1*ffl i-t ~ seeti8fls ~ ~ 
'*'*7+. 

Sec. 19. R. S., T. 22, § 960, amended. Section 960 of Title 22 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 960. Antitoxins, vaccines and drugs; available free 

To provide for the control of diphtheria and other contagious diseases, the 
local health officer shall furnish antitoxin, vaccines, drugs and necessary 
medical attention free to all indigent persons suffering from such diseases at 
the expense of the ~ State, in such manner as the department may direct. 

If the health officer fails to furnish such supplies, the State may do so ftfT4 
~ -Hte 8;ee81:1ftt ~ -Hte ~. 

Section 20. R. S., T. 22, § 1049, amended. The last sentence of section 
1049 of Title 22 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

In cases of needy patients, who are not able to provide themselves with proper 
supplies or material in the opinion of the attending physician needed to pre­
vent the communication of infection, the physician may send a requisition to 
the local health officer of the town in which the tuherculotls patient lives, 
for such suplies and materials to aid him in preventing the spread of the 
disease, and all local health officers sha11 honor, so far as possible, any 
requisition signed by the attending physician, and the hi11 for these supplies 
shall be paid by the ~ State. 

Sec. 21. R. S., T. 22, § 4705, amended. Section 4705 of Title 22 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 4705. Special officers 

Afi. 8veFseeF ~ -Hte ~, ft A road commissioner, a local health officer and 
a tribal hall keeper may be appointed by the tribal governor of each of the 
Indian tribes subject to the approval of the tribal council, if any, of each 
such tribe. Such officers shall advise with the commissioner and receive com­
pensation for duties performed upon his authorization. 
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Sec. 22. R. S., T. 22, § 4713, repealed. Section 4713 of Title 22 of the Re­
vised Statutes is repealed. 

Sec. 23. R. S., T. 22, §§ 4771, 4772, repealed. Sections 4771 and 4772 of 
Title 22 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

Sec. 24. R. S., T. 14, § 1506, amended. Section 1506 of Title 14 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 1506. Improper action in Superior Court, % costs; report of referees, full 
costs allowed 

In actions commenced in the Superior Court, ~ ~ -B;- 6+' Et!;ait'lst 
~ ~ -Hte ~~ ~ J'lEttiJ'leFs if it appears on the rendition of judgment 
that the action should have been commenced before a District Court, including 
actions of replevin where the value of the property does not exceed $20, the 
plaintiff recovers for cost only 1~ part of his debt or damages. On reports of 
referees, full costs may be allowed unless the report otherwise provides. 

Sec. 25. R. S., T. 17, § 3062, amended. Section 3062 of Title 17 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 3062. Warrant to search for enticed female 

When ftft ~€-ef' ~ -Hte ~ a police officer, constable, parent or guardian 
has reason to believe that a female has been inveigled or enticed to a house 
of ill fame, he may complain on oath to a competent judge who may issue his 
search warrant, as in other cases, to enter such house by day or night, search 
for such female and bring her and the person in whose keeping she is found 
before him, and may order her to be delivered to the complainant or to be 
discharged, as law and justice require. 

Sec. 26. R. S., T. 18, § 3601, amended. The first paragraph of section 3601 
of Title 18 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

The judge of probate may appoint guardians to the following persons resi­
dent in his county, or resident out of the State, and having estate in his county, 
although over 21 years of age, on written application of any of their friends. 
relatives or creditors or of the municipal officers 6+' OV::FSee+'~ ~ 4-e ~ of 
the town where they reside or of the Department of Health and Welfare; but 
when the judge is interested, either in his own right, in trust or in any other 
manner, or is within the 6th degree of kindred, said application shall be made 
to and such appointment shall be made hy the judge in any adjoining county 
and the record of said appointment shall show why it was so made: 

Sec. 27. R. S., T. 19, § 62, amended. The 6th sentence of section 62 of Title 
19 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

No certificate shall be issued to a male or female under 16 years of age with­
out the written consent of their parents. guardians or persons to whom a 
court has given custody of such minors first presented, if they have any liv­
ing, and without said clerk having notified in writing the judge of probate 
in the county in which they reside of the filing of such intentions, who may in 
the interest of public welfare order that no such certificate shall be issued 
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ft6f' ~ fto ~, ~ ~ ~ rB:t:1:rCf', wftett +fl.e S (Cf'SCCf'S ~ ~ ~ ~ 
+fl.e rB:t:1:rCF Fcsi!ics !icrssit fto ~ ~ -Hte+t: ~, ~ ~ ~ rBet:1:rCFS ~ +fl.e 
~. 

Sec. 28. R. S., T. 21, § I, sub-§ 22, repealed. Subsection 22 of section I 
of Title 21 of the Revised Statutes is repealed. 

Sec. 29. R. S., T. 28, § 303, amended. The 2nd paragraph of section 303 
of Title 28 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

No licensee by himself, clerk, servant or agent shall sell, offer to sell or 
furnish any liquor to any person on a passbook or store order, or receive 
from any person any goods, wares, merchandise or other articles in exchange 
for liquor, except only such packages or original containers as were originally 
purchased from such licensee by the person returning the same. No licensee, 
by himself, clerk, servant or agent entitled to sell malt liquor not to be con­
sumed on the premises shall sell, furnish, give or deliver such malt liquor 
to any person visibly intoxicated, to any mentally ill person, to a known 
habitual drunkard, te ~ ]'JB:t:1:]'JCF to persons of known intemperate habits or 
to any minor under the age of 2I years. No licensee by himself, clerk, servant 
or agent shall sell, furnish, give, serve or permit to be served any liquor to be 
consumed on the premises to any person visibly intoxicated, to any mentally 
ill person, to a known habitual drunkard, ~ ~ pBot:1:]'Je+' to persons of known 
intemperate habits or to any minor under the age of 2I years. Any licensee 
who accepts an order or receives payment for liquor from a minor shall be 
considered as in violation of this paragraph. 

Sec. 30. R. S., T. 28, § 1058, amended. Section IOS8 of Title 28 of the Re­
vised Statutes, as amended by chapter I43 of the public laws of I965 and by 
chapter 2IS of the public laws of 1967, is further amended to read as! follows: 

§ 1058. Furnishing liquor to certain persons prohibited 

Whoever knowingly procures or in any way aids or assists in procuring 
liquor or whoever furnishes, gives or delivers liquor to a minor who may not 
legally purchase liquor for himself or for any intoxicated person, flftt:1:I~er 
mentally ill person or person of known intemperate habits, except that this 
provision shall not apply to liquor served to a minor in a home in the 
presence of his parent or guardian. shall be punished by a fine of not more 
than $200 or by imprisonment for not more than IT months, or by both. 

Sec. 31. R. S., T. 30, § 2055, amended. The first sentence of section 2055 
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

Each town shall hold an annual meeting in March, at which time the follow­
ing town officials shall be elected by ballot: Moderator, clerk. selectmen. 
assessors, ~~ ~ +fl.e ~ treasurer and school committee. 

Sec. 32. R. S., T. 30, § 2060, sub-§ 4, amended. Subsection 4 of section 
2060 of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

4. Selectmen. The following provisions apply to selectmen B:-lT4 SVCfOCCf:-l: 

A. A town may determine at a meeting held at least 30 clays before the 
annual meeting whether 3, 5 or 7 shall be elected ~ ~ ~ and their 
terms of ofifce. 
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(x) Onc~ the determination has been made, it shall stand until revoked 
at a meeting held at least 30 days before the annual meeting.· . 

(2) If a town fails to fix the number, 3 shall be elected. If a town fails 
to fix the term, it shall be for one year . 

.:g. Wft.e.tt ~ ~ ~ ~ eleetea, -Hte seleetHtefl ~ ~ @!9 ~ 
~6f-Hte~. 

C. A town may, in electing these officials, designate one of them as chair­
man of the board. 

(x) If no person is so designated, the board shall elect by ballot a 
chairman from its own membership, before assuming the duties of office. 
Where no member receives a majoritv vote, the clerk shall determine the 
chairman by lot. . 

D. If the town fails to fix the compensation of these officials at its annual 
meeting, they shall be paid $10 each per day for every day actually and 
necessarily employed in the service of the town. 

Sec. 33. R. S., T. 30, § 2203, sub-§ 5, repealed. Subsection 5 of section 2203 
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is repealed. 

Sec. 34. R. S., T. 30, § 5303, amended. Section 5303 of Title 30 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 5303. Audit 

The board is authorized and empowered, in the event that a municipality 
becomes one year and 6 months in arrears in the payment of its taxes to the 
State in full or in part or defaults on any bond issue or payment of interest 
due thereon or refuses or neglects to pay school and other salaries due ftft4 ~ 
Feeei {eEl ~ -Hte ~ ~ ffl St'lflflsFt 6f ~ ~, to cause t 0 be made an 
audit of the financial condition of said municipality at the expense of said 
municipality, or an investigation of the financial affairs of such municipality 
that will reveal whether or not its affairs are in such condition that the in­
terest of the State and public necessity in its judgment require that its affairs 
be taken over and administered under this subchapter and to make such other 
investigation of the affairs thereof as it shall deem wise to determine the rea­
son for such failure to pay such taxes and indebtedness ftft4 -Hte ~ ~ -Hte 
ftee4~~~6fta~. 

¥lsefie o'eF ~ Htt'll'lieiflality B~ ~ ftflfllieatisl'l ~ -Hte ~ ~ ~ 
ffl St'lflflsFt 6f ta r~, -Hte ~ *' at'ltssFil'!eEi ftft4 EiiFeeteEi ~ ~ ~ @.e 
~ -Hte ~ ftft4 il'l o'esti~atis19: flFS, iEie4 ~ ffl +Me seetisl'l. 

Sec. 35. R. S., T. 30, § 5614, amended. Section 5614 of Title 30 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 5614. Money for schools 

All plantations may raise and expend money for the support of schools and 
making and repairing schoolhouses, as provided in Title 20, section 851, ftft4 
~ St'lflflsFt 6f -Hte r~, @!9 ~e4 ffi +i* ~, seetisl'l ~ and for sums 
necessary for legal plantation expenses. 
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Sec. 36. R. S., T. 34, §§ 1091-1095, repealed. Sections 1091 to 1095 of Title 
34 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

Sec. 37. R. S., T. 34, § II41, amended. Section 1141 of Title 34 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ II41. House of correction maintained by town 

A town, at its own expense, may build and maintain a house of correction. 
~ ~ ~ ~ eeFFeetiefl ffi. s@ .fH:t.H+, ~ alH'13f'Wtlse +* &H;" ~ tflefeof 
~ ~ ~ ffi¥ ~ ~tlf~ese. 

Sec. 38. R. S., T. 34, § II42, amended. Section Il42 of Title 34 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 1142. Selectmen in charge 

Such house of correction shall be in charge of the 0, eFSeefS ~ ~ ~ 
selectmen of the town maintaining the same, who shall have the inspection 
and government of the same and may establish from time to time such rules 
and orders not repugnant to law as they deem necessary for governing and 
punishing persons lawfully committed thereto. ~ ftfl- all'l'lsflotlse *' ~ 
~ 8. ~ ~ eOffeetieH, -Hte l'l'Iastef tflefeof ~ ~ 1'l'lastef' ~ -Hte ~ ~ 
eOffeetion; ~ Ht ~ €ftSe9 ~ ovefseefS tflefeof The selectmen shall ap­
point a suitable master, removable at their pleasure, and may fix his com­
pensation. The O'tefSeefS selectmen, from time to time, shall examine into the 
prudential concerns and management of such house and see that the master 
faithfully discharges his duty. 

Sec. 39. R. S., T. 34, § 1143, amended. Section 1143 of Title 34 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 1143. Food and clothing for inmates 

Every person committed to such house of correction shall be supplied with 
suitable food and clothing and, if sick, with such medical attendance and 
care as the 0, efseefS selectmen order. All expenses incurred for commitment 
and maintenance, exceeding the earnings of the person confined, shall be paid 
by the town ~ ~ ~fisoflef ~ ftffl ~ s-ettlel'l'left't maintaining such 
house of correction or by ftffl the prisoner's kindred. 

Sec. 40. R. S., T. 34, §§ II46-II47, repealed. Sections 1146 and II47 of 
Title 34 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

Sec. 41. R. S., T. 34, § II48, amended. Section II48 of Title 34 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ II48. Earnings and expenditures of prisoners accounted for; excess 

The master shall keep an exact account of the earnings of each prisoner 
and of the expense incurred for commitment and maintenance, specifying the 
time of his commitment and liberation, and present it. on oath, to the ~­
~ ~ -Hte ~ selectmen of the town where such house is established, 
annually and oftener if directed. +J.i.e ~ ~ Te~F ~e ~~ ~ ~ 
eUf'eftses Mfet. flefltletifl~ ~ eafniH~s ~ -Hte ~fisoHef .ffflffl -Hte ~+t ~ 
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~ flFis8HeF ~ ffis ~ settleffleHt. If such account shows the earnings of 
such prisoner to exceed the expenses incurred for commitment and main­
tenance of said prisoner, such excess may be paid by the 8¥eFseeFS a+ ~ ~ 
selectmen to or for the benefit of the dependent family or kindred of said 
prisoner. 

Sec. 42. R. S., T. 34, § II49, amended. Section I I49 of Title 34 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ II49. Remedy against family 

If there are kindred, obliged by law to maintain the prisoner as provided in 
Title 22, section 4467, such master 6'F ~ ~ 8131ige4 ~ ~ fH.9 B:eeoHHt 
has the same remedy against such kindred as is provided ffi +tf.l.e ~, eRB:fJter 
+95+ for ~ the State incurring expense for relief and support of ~ffl 
indigent persons. 

Sec. 43. R. S., T. 34, § IISO, amended. Section IISO of Title 34 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ IISO. Persons committed only on conviction 

Persons shall be committed to w6'FhhoHl'les 6'F houses of correction only 
upon conviction of the offenses, acts or conditions for which such commit­
ments are by law authorized before the District Court. .(::;8l'l~fHitfHel'!ts ~ 
',,> 8FhRoHses fi'iftJ" ~ *"'" ~ a+ 'R'e-t ~ -tfl.B:.tt ~ ffiOl'!tRS. 

Sec. 44. R. S., T. 34, § 2421, sub-§ I, amended. The last 2 sentences of 
subsection I of section 242I of Title 34 of the Revised Statutes are amended 
to read as follows: 

The department, after being made chargeable in the first instance of such 
expenses, shall recover amounts paid under this section from the proposed 
patient if able to pay, or from persons legally liable for his support under 
section 2SI2 if able to pay 6'F ~ 4e ~ft e4 ~ ~+*e~ e,J: #re fl'""­
~ ~iefit ~ i+ ti'i'~4 +- #re eJCfJel'!s:OEl a+ tt fJB:HfJeF. #8 ~~ ~ft-t 
~ seetioHs ~, ~ B:tr4 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ #re 4iEla13ili:ies a+ ~­
]'leFisffl e¥ ~ e~ ft fJB:1:lfJCF ~ ~ft a+ +Hs ffi~ ~ f*t'" B:~ a+ ~ 
e]tfJeHses a+ enaR9:iHatiofi e¥ eOfHffiitffl :::l1t. 

Sec. 4S. R. S., T. 34, § 2421, sub-§ 2, amended. Subsection 2 of section 
2421 of Title 34 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

2. Payment of expenses of indigent patients. If the department shall 
determine that neither the proposed patient nor any person liable for support 
under section 2512 is able to pay expenses of examination and commitment 
it shall certify that fact to the Department of Health and Welfare, which 
department ~ 4eteFffliHc I<RetReF ~ J'lFofJose4 fJB:tieHt ~ tt ~ ~­
~ ~ t-fte~. ++ t-t ffl 4e~oftoe4 -tlTa-t t~ f"F~4 f"'t+i:€ft-t ~ ft 
~ se-t#e~ ......ttftift ~ ~, t-fte ~epB:Ftffi~ft-t a+ Meft-tfH. ~~ B:tt4 ~­
FeetioHs ~ see* FeifHbl:lFSeffiCl'!t ~ ~ fflHHicifJality a+ ~ se-t#e~. 
++ t-t ts 4eteFffliHe4 -tlTa-t ~ ts ~ ~ 5€ttleH'l21'1t ~ t-fte &18:*, t-fte ~­
)'lB:FtH'leHt a+ HeB:ltR B:tr4 \VelfB:Fe shall reimburse the Department of Mental 
Health and Corrections for expenditures made under subsection I. 



LEGISLA TIVE DOCUMENT No. 9I8 I3 

Sec. 46. R. S., T, 34, § 3002, amended. The 2nd paragraph of section 3002 
of Title 34 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

All funds collected from this source shall be credited to the General Fund. 
~ l3ltti13eF s.isltBilities ~ @.e eFelttes. ~ ~ ~ ftfl:;" oH4 6+' ItSStstltHee 
~ ~ #tts seetioH. 

Sec. 47. R. S., T. 37, § 102, amended. The last sentence of section I02 of 
Title 37 of the Revised Statutes is repealed, as follows: 

DtifiHg' 4-e ~ ~ ~ fH.@. ts ~ ~, 4-e Feei13ieftt #te~ ~ +l:&t 
floeqtiiFe 6+' ~ flo settleffi:CHt 6+' @.e ffi 4-e 13Foeess ~ ItcqtiiFi~ 6+' ~ flo 
settleffieHt ftoflo4 ~ ~ Feceiving' ~ fH.@. ~ #tts StiBcl'l:ltflteF ~ -&e 
eOHsis.eFes. flo l3ltti13eF. 

Sec. 48. R. S., T. 37, §§ 151, and 152 and 154, repealed. Section 151, sec­
tion 152, as amended by section 8 of chapter 67 of the public laws of 1967, and 
section 154, all of Title 37 of the Revised Statutes are repealed. 

Sec. 49. Transfer of full-time employees. Any person who on the effec­
tive date of this Act is a full-time salaried employee in any municipal office or 
department charged with full-time duties relating to administering municipal 
relief and who upon date of request is in such full-time employment may 
request the Director of Personnel or the Commissioner of Health and Welfare 
for tr<:l:nsfer to employment in the Department of Health and Welfare. There­
upon such person shall be employed at a salary no less than that he is receiv­
ing from the municipality at the time of the transfer for full-time employment 
without being subject to merit examination or probation status. From the 
date of transfer to full-time employment in the Department of Health and 
Welfare such persons will be subject to the same job classification and 
performance standards as present employees of the Department of Health and 
Welfare who have attained permanent status, with the exception that their 
salaries shall be no less than they received from the municipality on date of 
transfer. Duties and responsibilities of transferred employees shall be estab­
lished by the Commissioner of Health and \Velfare. Any such transfer em­
ployee. if not already a member of the Maine State Retirement System, shall 
be allowed creditable service for a determination of his retirement benefits, 
provided such employee, prior to the date any retirement benefits become 
effective for him, makes contrihutions into the Members' Contribution Fund 
for the years of municipal service on the same basis as he would have made 
contributions had such service been under the State Retirement System. The 
commissioner is authorized to establish with the municipal officers, on a con­
tract basis, the conditions and circumstances by which municipal service of­
fices will be maintained. 

Sec. 50. Effective date. The effective date of this Act shall be January r, 
I97°· 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

This Act reflects reforms recommended by the Task Force on Intergovern­
mental Welfare Programs. Provision for the cost of administration of this 
Act has been made in the Executive Budget. 




