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S'j ATE OF IvjAINE 
SENATE 

l04th LEGISLATURE 

SENATE AlVlENDMENT liB" to H.P. 687, L.D. 918, Bill, "AN AC'I' 
?,elating to Welfare Assistance. II 

Amend said Bill by striking out everything after the enacting 
clause and inserting in place thereof the following: 

'Sec. 1. R. S., T. 22, §3100, additional. Title 22 of the 
Revised statutes is amended by adding a new section 3100 to read as 
follows: 

~3100. State Policy on welfare 

It is the policy of this State: 

1. Persons in need. That its social welfare program shall provide 
assistance, care and service to the persons of the State in need 
thereof and thereby promote the well-being of all the people of the 
State; 

2. ~rpose. That it is the purpose of the social welfare laws to 
establish and support programs which contribute to the prevention of 
dependency and social maladjustment, as well as rehabilitative, preven­
tive and protective services; 

3. Administration. That assistance, care and service shall be admin­
istered promptly, with due regard for the preservation of family life, 
and without restriction of individual rights or discrimination on accoun~ 
of race, religion, political affiliation or place of residence within 
the State; 

4. Adequate assistance. That assistance, care and service shall be so 
administered as to maintain and encourage dignity. self-respect and 
self-reliance. It is the legislative intent that financial assistanc~ 
granted shall be adequate to maintain a reasonable standard of health 
and decency based on current cost of living indices; 

5. Family life. That it is further declared to be the policy of this 
State to direct its efforts to the strengthening of family life for 
the care and protection of children; to assist and encourage the use 
by any family of all available personal and community resources to this 
end; and to provide substitute care of children only when the fam~ 
with the use of resources available to it, is unable to provide the 
necessary care and protection to assure the rights of any child t9 ___ 
sound health, and normal physical. mental, spiritual and moral develop­
ment; 

6. Federal funds. That all legitimate advantage should be taken of 
federal funds available toward Maine's public welfare costs. 
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Sec. 2. R. S., T. 22, §4467, repealed and replaced. Section 
4467 of Title 22 of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following 
enacted in place thereof: 

§4467. Liability of relatives for support: procedure 
The ~ouse~father-,motheran(f-adul t--chlldren- s-ha-il support 

Rers~ns char~eabYe- in--proportiontot-heir-r-espect1Ve--abTli ty-:- - A- town, 
the State or any kindred of a person-Whe>tlaS--received genE;ral assis~ 
ance, havi~g incurred expense for the relief of such person~---rnay---- ----
~o~plain to the Superior Court in the county where any of the kindred 
resi~_The court may cause such kindred to be suminoned, and upon 
hearing or default may assess and apportion a reasonable sum upo~ 
such as are founcfto be of sufficient ability for the support 6f such 
2erson to the time 0-£ such assessment, and shall issue a writor--­
execution. Such assessment shall not be made to pay-any expense for 
relief afforded more than 6 months before the complaint was filed:--­
Such complaint may be filed with the cler:k of the court who shall 
issue a summons thereon, returnable and t:.O be served as writs of 
summons are. On motion of either party alleging that there are other 
kindred of abili ~not named, the complaint may be amended by insert-­
ing their names, and they may b-e summoned in like manner and be pro--::-­
ceeded against as if originally named. 'I'he court may assess ---and -­
apportion upon such kindred a sum sufficient for the future support of 
such person, _to be paid weekly or monthly, until further order:--on:--­
~lication of the town, the State or person to whom payment~---­
ordered, the clerk may issue or renew a writ of exeCUtIon returnable 
to the next term of the court to collect what may be due for any pre­
ceding period. The court may, from time to time, make any further 
order on complaint of a party interested, and after notice giveri;-aiter 
such assessment or apportionment. On failure to sustain a complaint, 
the respondents recover costs. 

Sec. 3. R._ S., T. 22, §§4496 & 4497, additional. Title 22 of 
the Revised Statutes is amended by adding 2 new sections, 4496 and 
4497! to read as follows: .----

§4496. Grant, denials, decreases or closings to be confirmed in 
writing 

Any action relative to granting, denial, decreasing or closing 
general assistance to an individual or family must be confirmed in 
writing to the applicant and shall include the speCIfIc reason~ 
reasons for such action. ------

§4497. Right to fair hearing 

of 

Any person dissatisfied with a decision, act"f~ilure to act or 
delay in action in regard to his request or application for assistance 
shall have the right to a fair hearing by the commissioner or his- ----. 
designated representative. Based on his :FIndings, the commissioner 
may make such recommendations to the municipality as he deems just 
and proper. . ( - .--.. -
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Sec. 4. Appropriation. '1here is appropriated from the General 
Fund to the Department of Health and \,\Telfare the sum of ;~245, 000 to carr 
out the purposes of this Act. The breakdown shall be as follows: 

HEALTH AND HELFARE, DEPARTMENT OF 

AFDC - UF 

Personal Services 

All Other 

Food Program 

Personal Services 

All Other 

Capital Expenditures 

Total 

1970 - 71 

(8 ) $ 45,000 

100,000 

(8 ) 50,000 

50,000 

$245,000 

Sec. 5. Effective date. The effective date of this Act shall 

be January 1,1970.' 

Proposed by Senator KA1'Z of Kennebec. 

~eproduced and distributed pursuant to Senate Rule ~o. 11A. 

(Filing No. S-223) 
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