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ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 664

S. P. 224 In Senate, February 6, 1969
Referred to Committee on Judiciary. Sent down for concurrence and ordered

printed.
JERROLD B. SPEERS, Secretary

Presented by Senator Beliveau of Oxford.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SIXTY-NINE

AN ACT Relating to Communications Between Physicians and Patients.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

R. S, T. 32, § 3153, additional. Title 32 of the Revised Statutes is amended
by adding a new section 3153 to read as follows:

§ 3153. Communications between physicians and patients

Except at the request of, or with the consent of, the patient, no duly
licensed physician shall be required to testify in any civil or criminal action,
suit or proceeding at law or in equity respecting any information which he
may have acquired in attending, examining or treating the patient in a pro-
fessional capacity if such information was necessary to enable him to furnish
professional care to the patient. However, when the physical or mental con-
dition of the patient is at issue in such action, suit or proceeding or when a
court in the exercise of sound discretion, deems such disclosure necessary to
the proper administration of justice, no information communicated to, or
otherwise learned by, such physician in connection with such attendance,
examination or treatment shall be privileged and disclosure may be required.

Nothing in this section shall prohibit disclosure by a physician of informa-
tion concerning a patient when such disclosure is required by law.





