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ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 551 

H. P. 427 House of Representatives, February 4, I969 
Referred to Committee on Education. Sent up for concurrenCe and I,OOO 

ordered printed. 
BERTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk 

Presented by 1\1r. Levesque of :\Iadawaska. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-NINE 

AN ACT Permitting Bilingual Education. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., T. 20, § 102, sub-§ 7, amended. The 3rd sentence of subsec
tion 7 of section I02 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as 
follows: 

The basic language of instruction in all schools, public and private, shall be 
the English language, except as provided in this section. 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. 20, § 102, sub-§ 16, additional. Section I02 of Title 20 of 
the Revised Statutt's, as amenclt'cl, is further amended by adding a new sub
section 16, to read as follows: 

I6. Bilingual education. The commissioner is empowered to cooperate 
with the United States Department of Health, Education and Welfare in 
carrying out the Bilingual Educational Programs Act; and such other federal 
programs as may concern the improvement of educational programs designed 
to meet the educational needs of children in areas having high concentration 
of children from non-English-speaking families. 

Subject to the approval, annually, of the commissioner, the school committee 
or the school directors of any administrative district having a high concen
tration of such children may provide early childhood programs involving 
bilingual education techniques designed to provide children during their pre
school, kindergarten and early elementary years with educational experiences 
which will enhance their learning and earning potential. 




