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ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 220 

H. P. 181 House of Representatives, January 16, 15)69 
Referred to Committee on State Government. Sent up for concurrence and 

ordered printed. 
BERTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. Scott of Presque Isle. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-NINE 

AN ACT Transferring Arson Investigation Authority from Insurance Depart­
ment to the Department of the Attorney General. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec.!. R. S., T. 25, § 2391, amended. The Sth and 6th sentences of section 
2391 of Title 2S of the Revised Statutes are amended to read as follows: 

~ fH1:tHtetflB:l s~~teeFs ~ B:1:tthsFtl!e ~ fi.F.e ~~ ~ ~~ffi #te 
4ttttes- tfHflSsea ~ ~ ~ seettsns ~, ~ ~ ~, ftH-4, Wfl.eft ~ 
ft1:tdWFtl!ea, ~ fi.F.e tl'lSfleetsFs ~ ~ tM+ #te ~s" eFS fh:~Fesy ~H~eFFea 
ftoH4 ~ fleF~SF1'l'l ~ #te ~ tReFetH flFeseFisea. Such fire inspectors shall 
furnish the Attorney General and the Insurance Commissioner with such in­
formation as M they or either of them may require and shall perform such 
inspections as #te Il'ls1:tF8:1'1ee CSFl1fHtsstsHeF they or either of them may direct. 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. 25, § 2394, amended. Section 2394 of Title 2S of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 2394. Investigation of fire origin; Attorney General may direct 

When property is destroyed or damaged by fire the +tI1:tHietflal SmeeFs fire 
inspectors in cities and towns shall immediately notify the IHs1:tFanee ~­
fHtssisl'leF Attorney General of the same, and shall investigate the cause, cir­
cumstances and origin of the fire, and especially examine whether it was the 
result of carelessness or of design. The investigation shall be commenced 
within 3 days after the occurrence of the fire, not including the Lord's Day, 
and the IHs1:tFS:l'lee GSFl1fHissisHeF Attorney General may supervise and direct 
such investigation whenever he deems it expedient or necessary. 
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Sec. 3. R. S., T. 25, § 2395, amended. Section 2395 of Title 25 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 2395. Filing statement of cause of fire 

When the HHll'liei]3al offieers fire inspectors have completed their investiga­
tion, ~ sft&H ~ ~ 2 ~ .a#@.r -HTe OeeUFfel'lee e.f -HTe 4H-e they shall 
immediately file with the Insurance Commissioner and Attorney General a 
written statement of all the facts relating to the cause, circumstances and 
origin of the fire, the kind, value and ownership of the property destroyed or 
damaged and such other information as may be required by Bftf4 eOl'B:mfflsf.e.1'l:.e¥ 
either the Insurance Commissioner or the Attorney General. ~ lfisuFafiee 
C01+l1+lissiofieF ~ ~ ij, ~ e.f fH.l. ~ iWlestit;ate4 ttfi4e.F seetiofis 
~ t€; ~e+, ~e-¥ wi4- ~ ~, statisties tHT4 eiFeUi'l'lstanees €6fifieete4 
tBeFe'" itB. ~ re~ s~ it-t ~ ~ffieS ~ ~ t€; ~ ~~ tHT4 
s-ueft ]3oFtiofiS e.f i-t ~ -tfl.e ~i4 eOI'B:i'l'lissioncF ~ cJ(]3eaiefl-t sft&H ~ ~­
~ itt ftffl~.J. ~ t€; -HTe GOveH'IOF tHT4 Coufieil. 

Sec. 4. R. S., T. 25, § 2396, amended. Section 2396 of Title 25 of the Re­
vised Statute is amended to read as follows: 

§ 2396. Examination of cause of fire by Attorney General 

The Il'lsuF8:fiec COffl1+lissioncF Attorney General may WBCfiC, eF he ~ 
i+ cJffleaiefit e¥ 8:ayis8:l3J.e examine or cause to be examined the cause, cir­
cumstances and origin of all fires occurrring in the cities and towns within 
the State, of which he has knowledge, by which property is damaged or 
destroyed and may 5f:leeia++;-~~ tHT4 decide whether the same was the re­
sult of carelessness or design. The InSUF8:1'l:ee C01+lfflissiofieF ~, Wfl.eH itt ~ 
Oflifiiol'l SiH4 flFoeeedifit;S Moe fieeCSS8:FY Attorney General may take or cause 
to be taken the testimony on oath of all persons supposed to be cognizant of 
any facts or to have means of knowledge in relation to the matters as to 
which such examination is made, and may cause the same to be reduced to 
writing. -I+ ft.e sft&H ~ e.f ~ ~fi ~ ~ ts eviaefiee suffieiefit t€; 

eht8:Ft;e a~ ~@fi ~ the ~ e.f a¥Sefi e¥ ineefiaiafl-5ffi, ft.e 4a.J..J. ~ s-ueft 
fleFsofi t€; .J".e 8:Hestea ~ ehfugea ~ ~ @#@~, ~ sft&H fuFl'lisB t€; 

-HTe ~ €ounty ftt.te¥fie;- ~ ~ €yiael'lee, togetheF wt+lT ~ fi8:ffieS e.f 
witl'lesses tHT4 ~ il'lfoF1+l8:tion ~+affl.e4 ~ ~, il'leluail'lt; ij, ~ e.f ~ ~­
fieffi tHT4 i'l'l8:teFial testi1+l@Hy ffi -tfl.e €itS'e. 

Sec. 5. R. S., T. 25, § 2397, amended. Section 2397 of Title 25 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 2397. Witnesses; investigations private 

The Il'lsuF8:nee C01+lfflissioneF, -HTe 6CpUty il'lSUF8:l'lee e01+l1+lissiol'leF tHT4 -HTe 
Hlounieiflal offieeFs e.f ~ tHT4 ~ Attorney General, or his designee, shall 
~ have the power to summon and compel the attendance of witnesses be­
fore them or either of them, to testify in relation to any matter which is by 
sections 2394 to 2396 a subject of inquiry and investigation, and to compel the 
production of all books, records, documents and papers pertaining to said 
subject of inquiry and investigation. .£a.i.4 InsuF8:l'lee COfflmissiol'leF, aefluty 
ifiSUFal'lee eOffii'l'lissiol'leF tHT4 mUl'lieifla± oFfieeFs The Attorney General, or his 
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designee, may administer oaths and affirmations to persons appearing as 
witnesses before them; and false swearing in any matter or proceeding afore­
said shall be deemed perjury and shall be punished as such. 

~ 11'l:sHF8:1'l:ee CSl'H1'l:'lissis1'l:eF trH4 The Attorney General or his SHfJSFEiia8:tes 
designee shall have authority, at all times of the day or night, in the per­
formance of the duties imposed ~ efl8:flteFs ~ ~ ~ upon him, to enter up­
on and examine any building or premises where a fire is in progress or has 
occurred and other buildings or premises adjoining or near the same. A++ 
iavesti~8:tis1'l:s fte+4 ~ €Ii" ~ +floe EiiFeetis1'l: ~ +floe .J1'l:StfF8:aee CS1'l:'lmissisaer, 
EieflHty iaSHF8:aee eS1'l:'l1'l:1issisaH €Ii" +floe 1'l:1HHieij'l8:1 sfaeeFs ffit%J' ffi +fte.ii:' ffis­
eFetisa tte j'lFiv8:te, a-tt4 j'leFSSHS Persons other than those required to be present 
~ +floe j'lFsvisisHS ~ may be excluded from the place where such in­
vestigation is held and witnesses may be kept separate and apart from one an­
other and not allowed to communicate with one another until they have been 
examined. 

Sec. 6. R. S., T. 25, § 2399, amended. The first paragraph of section 2399 
of Title 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

The Insurance Commissioner may incur such expense and appoint a Di­
rector of State Fire Prevention, an assistant director of state fire prevention 
and such supervising state fire inspectors, subject to the Personnel Law, as 
may be necessary to carry out all fire preventive ~ in, esti~8:tive laws, rules 
and regulations which he is by law empowered to administer. He may incur 
reasonable expenses in educating the public in fire prevention and protection. 
The Director of State Fire Prevention, the assistant director of state fire pre­
vention and supervising state fire inspectors appointed under this section 
shall carry out those functions which the commissioner may direct. Supervis­
ing state fire inspectors shall have the same powers and duties throughout the 
several counties of the State as sheriffs have in their respective counties relat­
ing to fire prevention ~ ~ e+fl.ef' fJHFHin~6. Their power and duties 
shall include the duty to inquire into and arrest for violations of any of the 
provisions of efi8:]'lteFs :tH ~ ~ chapter 317, and to arrest for impersonation 
of or interference with fire inspectors. 

Sec. 7. R. S., T. 25, § 2399, amended. The last sentence of the 2nd para­
graph of section 2399 of Title 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read 
as follows: 

Said funds shall be used solely to defray the expenses incurred by the In­
surance Commissioner in administering all fire preventive trH4 ia, esti~8:ti, e 
laws, rules and regulations and in educating the public in fire safety and are 
appropriated for such purposes. 

Sec. 8. R. S., T. 25, § 2400, amended. Section 2400 of Title 25 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 2400. Fire inspectors to keep record 

M"HHieij'l8:1 sffieeFs Fire inspectors shall record or cause to be recorded all 
rehlFl'l:s investigations made under sections 2394 to 2399. 
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Sec. g. R. S., T. 25, § 2401, amended. Section 2401 of Title 25 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 2401. Violations 

Any ~ @f' ~ e#tee¥ person or any insurance company neglecting or 
refusing to perform any duty required by sections 2394 to 2400 shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than $10 nor more than $100 for each offense. 




