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ONE HUNDRED AND FOURTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 124 

s.p. 41 In Senate, January 14, 1969 
Referred to Committee on Judiciary. Sent down for concurrence and 

ordered printed. 
JERROLD B. SPEERS, Secretary 

Presented by Mr. Tanous of Penobscot. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-NINE 

AN ACT Relating to Settlement with Joint Tortfeasors. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., T. 14, § 163, additional. Title 14 of the Revised Statutes is amended 
by adding a new section I63 to read as follows: 

§ 163. Release of joint tortfeasors 

Whenever a person seeks recovery for an injury caused by 2 or more 
persons, the settlement with or release of one or more of the persons causing 
the injury shall not be a bar to a subsequent action against the other person 
or persons also causing the injury. 

Evidence of settlement with a release of one or more persons causing the 
injury shall not be admissible at a subsequent trial against the other person 
or persons also causing the injury. After the jury has returned its verdict, 
the trial judge shall inquire of the attorneys for the parties whether such a 
settlement or release has occured. If such settlement or release has ocured, 
the trial judge shall reduce the verdict by an amount equal to the settlement 
with or the consideration for the release of the other persons. 




