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SECOND SPECIAL SESSIO:-.J 

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRD LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1765 

1 I. 1'. J ~5C) House of R'cpresentatives, January l), IgoR 
Re kneel to Committee on Education. Sent Ul) for concurrence and ordered 

prink(!. 
BERTHA W. JOHNSO:\. Clerk 

! )rc~ented by l\Ir. Shute of Farmington. 

STATE OF MAINE 

1:\ THE YEAR OF OUR LORD Nl:\ETEE:\" HUNDRED 
SIXTY-EIGHT 

AN ACT to Correct Errors and Inconsistencies in the Education Laws. 

l\" it enacted by the People of the State of .l'.!aire, as follows: 

Sec. 1. R. S., T. 20, § 154, amended. The)]'(l sentence of section I ,;-1 of 
Title 2C) oi thc Rn'ised Statutes, as repealed and replaced by section 1 oi Section 
C oi chapter H)1 of the private and special la\\'s of 1967. is amended to read as 
iollo\\'s: 

lJp()ll approval of said certificate. the superintendent so employed shall. 011 

prescntation of proper vouchers, receive fm'lTt-thl:" at intervals to be determined 
by the commi~sioner out of the sum appropriated for general purpose aid for the 
['llit all amount in accor,dance \"ith sectioll 3723. 

Sec. 2. Effective date. Section I of this ,-\ct shan become effectiH' July 2, 

I(i)~. 

Sec. 3. R. S., T. 20, § 305, amended. The 61h paragraph of section 3D::; of 
Title 20 oi till' !{c\'ised Statutes, as enacted by ,;ection 3 of chapter -11:\3 oi the 
puhlic !a,,'s oi I ()67, is amended to read as follo,,'s: 

Said ,l·-i"et'"f;.+;'", assessors shall cOlllmit the aisessment to the C()l1~t;l!)L' or 
collector ()f said 1l1t1l1icipality who shall have all the authority and p()\\'ers 10 

('oIL ct said taxes as is in him veste(l hy law to collect state. county and jll1111ici
pal taxes, 

Sse. 4. R. S., T. 20, § 1172, repealed and replaced. Section I T72 of Title .!() 

oi thl' !\t'\'ised Statutes, as a11lended by section 19 of chapter 42.1 oi the puhlic 
h\\\'s oi I (ii7. is repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 
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§ 1172. Construction requirements 

All school buildings or buildings used for school purposes shall be provided 
with toilet facilities of the flush water closet type connected with sewer, filter 
bed or septic tank, with separate compartments for the sexes, accessible only by 
separate passage ways from school rooms or corridors, and shall be installed 
in such manner and location as to insure privacy, cleanliness and supervision 
by teachers. The state board shall have the right to make such reasonable regu
lations in enforcing this section as local conditions warrant. 

Sec. 5. R. S., T. 20, § 1173, repealed. Section II73 of Title 20 of the Revised 
Statutes, as amended by section 19 of chapter 425 of the public laws of 1967, 
is repealed. 

Sec. 6. R. S., T. 20, § 2452, sub-§ 2, repealed and replaced. Subsection 2 of 
section 2452 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as last amended by chapter 289 
and by section 1 of chapter 456, both of the public laws of 1967, is repealed and 
the following enacted in place thereof: 

2. Special subsidy. Special subsidy shall be paid to the administrative units 
that have conducted driver education courses meeting standards established by 
the state board according to the following plan: $15 for each pupil completing 
the driver education course during the preceding year; said aid to be distributed 
as provided for in section 3723. Notwithstanding sections 1289 and 1291, when a 
student who has school privileges in an administrative unit not maintaining an 
approved secondary school completes an approved driver education course in an 
approved academy, special subsidy of $15 will be paid to the administrative unit, 
which shall pay such subsidy to the trustees or officers in charge of the said 
academy. 

Sec. 7. Effective date. Section 6 of this Act shall become effective January 
2, 1969. 

Sec. 8. R. S., T. 20, § 3115, amended. The 2nd sentence of section 3 [IS of 
Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 1 of chapter 317 of the 
public laws of 1965, is amended to read as follows: 

Subsidies for special education programs shall ~ ~ be no less than $300 
for each student enrolled for a full school year and a prorated amount when the 
enrollment is less than a full school year. 

Sec. 9. R. S., T. 20, § 3116, amended. The first sentence of section 3 [16 of 
Title 20 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

Every administrative unit is responsible for appropriating sufficient funds to 
provide itt +-ei't'5t #"e ~ ~ ~ e~~fttHoe for the education of hancli
capped or exceptional children ft& ffl 1*e~ .fer tft.e c(iucatio:-: e.f ~ffioa+ 
ehildFett. 

Sec. 10. R. S., T. 20, § 3117, amended. Section 3117 ot Title 20 of the 
Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 
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§ 3II7. Procedures 

.c\ class for g ~ ~ handicapped or exceptional children may be established 
in any public school, or under any other plan, provided it is approved as to 
requircments for admission, teacher preparation, plan of instruction, necessary 
facilities and supervision. In administrative units where there are too few handi
capped or exceptional children to make the organization of a special class 
feasible, such children may be entered in a specia' class in another administrative 
unit. The sending unit shall pay to the receiving unit or private school the actual 
per pupil cost incurred in the operation of the program for handicapped or 
exceptional children during the preceding school year. The per pupil tuition 
charge shall be computed on the basis of financial reports filed by the administra
tive unit or private schools. Such financial reports shall be filed July 1st of 
each year in such form as the state board may rEquire, and the allowable tuition 
charge may not exceed the per pupil operating eost as determined by the state 
board from the financial reports of the preceding school year. Other programs 
consistent with the purpose of this chapter may ;)e deyeloped with the approval 
of the commissioner. 

Sec. II. R. S., T. 20, § 3459, amended. The last sentence of the 3rd para
graph of section 3459 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 
1 I of chapter 224 of the public laws of [967, is amended to read as follows: 

If bonds or notes of the district are issued pursuant to this paragraph, the dis
trict shall be reimbursed in each year during which such bonds or notes are 
outstawliug O\1t of moneys appropriated for this purpose, an amount equal to 
its annual payments of principal and interest on s\1ch bonds or notes, which 
amounts shall he the only state aid for school construction purposes paid or to 
be pai(l to the district for said school project or projects, except for any St11llS 

which may be paid or payable pursuant to the last 2 sentences of the first para
graph of section 3457 on account of sums contributed by the district for the 
project or projects. 

Sec. 12. R. S., T. 20, § 3459, amended. Section 3459 of Title 20 of the 
Revised Statutes. as enacted by section I T of chapter 224 of the public laws of 
1<)67, is <lll1cndc(l hy adding at the end, a new paragraph, as follows: 

The commissioner shall pay from funds appropriated for that purpose the 
state's share of the principal and interest on bonds that were sold in anticipation 
of state aid for projects authorized by local units between February 9, 1966 and 
April 27, 1967. Payments shall be made each month as needed to retire the 
principal and interest on bonds sold in anticipation of state aid. Any interest 
paid by a School Administrative District or a municipality when borrowing in 
anticipation of state aid shall be reimbursed by the state upon application to the 
commissioner following the sale of bonds for the state's share of the school 
construction project authorized between February 9, 1966 and April 27, 1967. 

Sec. 13. R. S., T. 20, §§ 3672-3673, amended. Sections 3072 and 3073 of 
Title 20 of the Reyised Statutes arc amended to read as follows: 

§ 3672. State Education Board as state agency 

The hoard is designated as the sole agency for administering the funds allotted 
under an)' federal Act providing for financial assistance in the cOl1stmction of 
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school facilities, and it is authorized to make such certifications to the Lnited 
State's Commissioner of Education as are necessary to entitle the State to receive 
the benefits of such Act, including the authority to elect that any portion of such 
a federal allotment be in the form of a commitment by the Federal Government 
to make direct payments of interest and principal on debts of local agencies for 
the construction of school facilities or other purpose. 

§ 3673. State Treasurer as custodian of funds received 

The Treasurer of State is designated as custodian for al! moneys recei "ed hy 
the State from appropriations allotted under the authority of such a federal Act 
providing for financial assistance for constructing school facilities or other 
purpose. Said treasurer is authorized to receive and to provide for the proper 
custody of such funds and to make disbursements therefrom upon the orcl~r of 
the board, its executive officer or other legal authority. 

Sec. 14. R. S., T. 20, § 3722, amended. The 5th and 6th sentences of the 
2nd paragraph of section 3722 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted 
by section 3 of Section C of chapter 191 of the private and special laws of H)67, 
are amended to read as follows: 

A portion of the receipts from Public Law 874, 81st Congress. as amended. ~ 
and any penalties applied for illegal expenditures ei' and uncertified teachers shall 
be deducted from the foundation program allocation in the same proportion as 
the unit's local effort toward the foundation program was to the total sum of the 
foundation program in the previous biennium. The board may adjust the effect 
of #te ~2n;tltie9 these deductions if evidence is submitted that undue hardship or 
unusual gain would occur in the subsidy of any unit. 

Sec. 15. R. S., T. 20, § 3723, amended. The first sentence of the 4th para
graph of section 3723 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as repealed and replaced 
by section 5 of Section C of chapter 191 of the private and special laws of 19()7, 
is amencled to read as follows: 

\Vhenever any administrative unit's fiscal reports show that the average expendi
ture for fotl11RiitisR pFS§'Fiiffi ~ elementary or secondary operating costs 
not including debt retirement, capital outlay items, transportation, tuition, board, 
superintendent's salary or community services during the 2 years preceding the 
convening of the Legislature was less than the foundation program requirements 
of the same 2-year period for either elementary or secondary education pro
grams, the unit shal! have a portion of the average amount hy which it failed 
to meet the foundation program requirements deducted from its foundation 
program for the 2 years of the succeeding bienniurn. 

Sec. 16. R. S., T. 20, § 3723, amended. The first sentence of the 7th para
graph of section 3723 of Title 20 of the Revised Statutes, as repealed anel re
placed by section 6 of Section C of chapter 191 of the private and special laws of 
1967, is amended to read as fol!ows : 

Any administrative unit in which the average elementary operating expenditure 
or average secondary operating expenditure, not including debt retirement, capital 
outlay items, transportation, tuition, board, superintendent's salary or C0111-

munity services, exceeded the amount of the foundation program per pupil 
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allowance 111ultiplied by the adjusted pupil count of the previous biennium shall 
he entitled to an additional subsidy allocation on that part of its average ele
mentary or ;-;econdary foundation program amount of the previous biennium. 

Sec. 17. R. S., T. 20, § 3723, amended. Th,~ last paragraph of section 3723 
of Title 20 of the Revi"ed Statutes, as enacted b:{ section 7 of Section C of chap
ter H)l of the priYate and special laws of I967, is amended to read as follows: 

The total salary paid to a superintendent of ,;chools including state and local 
portions shall be used when computing the general purpose aid of a unit. ~ 
To the subsidy allocation of each unit shall be d::dHeted added that portion of 
the subsidy that ,yas earned because of the salary of a superintendent of schools. 
The amount thus @edm,,-r-e~ added shall be paid to the superintendent of schools 
under section 15-+. EYery unit in the State shall receive a subsidy allocation 
in 1<)68 \\"hich is no less than the amount originally allocated for the unit in 1968 
by the budget document which \\Tas recommended for legislative consideration. 

Sec. 18. Effective date. Sections I-+, IS, r6 and 17 of this Act shall become 
effectiYe July 2,1968. 

Sec. 19. R. S., T. 20, § 3723, amended. Section 3723 of Title 20 of the Re
vised Statutes. as amended, is further amended hy adding at the end, a ne\v 
paragraph. as iollO\\"S: 

All moneys expended for the operation of vocational educational programs, 
which are subsidized at either 50'% of the cost or 2/3 of the cost, shall be 
deducted before computing the average expenditure of the unit in determining 
whether or not the unit expended a greater or lesser amount than the foundation 
program requirement at the secondary level. 

Sec. 20. R. S., T. 20, § 2356-B, sub-§ I, amended. The first and 2nd sentences 
of the 2nd paragraph of suhsE'ction 1 of section -'3S()-B of Title 20 of the Revised 
Statutes. as enacted hy section 3 of chapter -+-+0 and amended hy section 2<)-F 
of chapter .; 13. hoth of the puhlic laws of HilS. are further amended to read as 
f ollOlYS : 

;\s l1sed in thi~ section. cost of construction shlll consist of the same items as 
arc eligihle for construction assistance to School Administratiye Districts in 
accordance \\"ith !"€;4ffift sections 3457, 3458, 3459 and the grants provided in this 
section shall he paid at such times and in such installments as are provided for 
in ,.,~"*" sections 3-+37, 3458 and 3459. Grants for construction assistance pro
"idecl by this section. inc lucling grants for equipping or for the completing of the 
equipping- of a facility already availahle, shall be in lieu of any construction 
assistance for the same facility made or authoriled uncler Dee:i6-R- sections 3457, 
3458 and 3459, and shall he made only on the l'asis of information a\'ailahle in 
the office of the commissioner on Xo\,ell1her 1st of each year covering expendi
tures made In" the ad111inistrati \"e unit in its preceding fiscal year as reported by 
its superintendent of schools to the commissioner on forms \\"hich he shall 
provide for the purpose. 

Sec. 21. R. S., T. 20, § 2356-F, amended. Section 235o-F of Title 20 of the 
Rn"ised Statutes. as enacted by section 3 of chapter 440 of the public 1a'\"5 of 
Il)6.'i. is amended by adding at the end the following: 
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Any student attending a regional vocational-technical center outside of his 
administrative unit on a tuition basis shall have transportation provided to and 
from the center by his administrative unit. The cost of transportation shall be 
subsidized in the foundation program under sections 3722 and 3723. 




