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XEW D1ZAFT OF: S. 1'. ()SJ, 1.. D. 151 

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRD LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1580 

S. P. 599 In Senate, April 13, lSJ67 
Reported by Report 13 from Committee on ~;tate Covernment. Printed under 

Joint Rules ~o. 18. 

JEl\.RULD B. SPEERS, Secretary 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAI\ Ol~ OUJ\. LOI~D NIf\"ETEEN HUNDRED 
STXTY-SEVE:.J 

RESOLVE, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution to Grant Adult Rights 
to Persons Twenty Years of Age and to Reduce the V oting Age to Twenty Years. 

Constitutional amendments. Resolved: Two-thirds of each branch of the 
Legislature concurring. that the following amendments to the Constitution of 
this State be proposed: 

Constitution, Article I, Section 6-B, additional. ~;rticle 1 of the Constitution 
is amended by adding a new section ()-B, to read as follows: 

Section 6-B. Adult rights to persons twenty years of age. No law shall be 
enacted which shall deprive a person who has attained the age of twenty years 
of statutory or common law rights of an adult. 

Constitution, Article II, Section I, amended. The iirst sentence oi sectioll I 

of Article II of the Constitution, as amended, IS further amended to read as 
follows: 

Every citizen of the United States oj the age of +w~-~ twenty years and 
upwards, excepting persons under guardiansl- ip j or reasons of mental illness. 
having his or her residence established in this State for the term of six months 
next preceding any election, shall be an elector for Governor, Senators and 
Representatives, in the city, town or plantation where his or her residence has 
been established for the term of three months next preceding such election. and 
he ?r she shall continue to be an elector in such city. town or plantation for the 
penod of three months after his or her removal therefrom, if he or she continues 
to reside in this State during such period, ulLless barred by the provisions of 
the second paragraph of this section; and the elections shall he by written ballot. 
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Form of question and date when amendments shall be voted upon. Resolved: 
That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors of the 
several plantations of this State are empowered and directed to notify the 
inhabitants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in the manner 
prescribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said inhabitants 
for the election of Senators and Representatives at the next general election in 
the month of November or special state-wide election on the Tuesday following 
the first Monday of November following the passage of this resolve to give in 
their votes upon the amendments proposed in the foregoing resolution, and 
the question shall be: 

"Shall the Constitution be amended as proposed by a resolution of the 
Legislature to Grant Adult Rights to Persons Twenty Years of Age and to 
Reduce the Voting Age to Twenty Years?" 

The inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by ballot 
on said question, and shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against the 
words "Yes" or "No" their opinion of the same. The ballots shall be received, 
sorted. counted and declared in open ward. town and plantation meetings and 
returns made to the office of the Secretarv of State in the same manner as 
votes for Governor and Members of the Legislature. and the Governor and 
Council shall count the same, and if it shall appear that a majority of the 
inhabitants voting on the question are in favor of the amendments, the Governor 
shall forthwith make known the fact by his proclamation, and the amendments 
shall thereupon, as of the date of said proclamation, become a part of the 
Constitution. 

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of 
State shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations 
ballots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolve, accompanied 
by a copy thereof. 




