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XEW DRAFT OF: H. P. I0f). L. D. 136 

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRD LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1563 

H. P. IOf)7 House of l\cprescntativcs, l\Iarch 30, 1967 
Heported by 1\1r. Darey from Committee 'In Judiciary. Printed under Joint 

Rulcs No. 18 
l::EHTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUI<. LORD~INETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-SEV;~N 

AN ACT Relating to the Prohibited Practices of Collection Agencies. 

Be it enacted by the People of thc State of ;\laine, as follows: 

R. S., T. 32, § 576, amended. Section 576 of Title 32 of the l{evised Statutes, 
as enacted by section 1 of chapter 430 of the puhlic laws of 1965, is amendcd to 
read as follows: 

§ 576. Prohibited practices 

1\ 0 collcction agency shall: Threaten to l.ring legal action in its own name 
or list the name of -tfte a lawyer; use or cmploy justices of the peace, constables, 
sheriffs or any other officer authorized to seI ve legal papers in connection with 
the collection of a claim; use or thrcaten to use physical violence in c0!11lection 
with thc collcction of claims; furnish legal ad vice or otherwise engage in the 
practice of law or represent that it is competcnt to do so, or institute judicial 
procecdings on behalf of others; COll!11lUnicate with debtors in the name of a 
lawyer or upon the stationary of a lawyer, or prepare any forms or instruments 
which only lawyers are authorized to prepare; ;-l"'J.i..e.i..t purchase '*, receive or 
solicit assignlllents of claims for the purpose of collection, or institute suits 
thereon in any court; use instruments which simulate the form and appearence 
of judicial process; exercise authority 011 behalf of a creditor to cmploy the 
services of !cl\\'yers unless the creditor has specifically authorized the agency in 
writing to do so and the agency's course of conduct is at all times consistent 
with the true relationship of attorney and clicnt between the lawyer alld the 
creditor; demand or obtain in any lllanllcr a share of the compensation for 
serviccs perf orllled by it lawyer ill collecting a claim: publish or cause to bc 
published any list of debtors except for crcdit reporting Imrposes or threaten to 
do so; use "shamc cards." "sha1lle automobiles," or similar devices, methods of 
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intimidation or methods contrary to postal regulations to collect accounts; refuse 
to return any claim or claims upon written request of the creditor, claimant or 
forwarder after the tender of such amounts, if any, as may be due and owing to 
the agency; advertise or threaten to advertise for sale any claim as a means of 
forcing payment thereof, unless such agency is acting as the assignee for the bene­
fit of creditors or acting under an order of court; refuse or intentionally fail to 
account to its clients for all money collected within 60 days from the last clay of 
the month in which the same is collected; refuse or intentionally fail to return 
to the creditor all valuable papers deposited with a claim when such claim is re­
turned; ~ ffl' ~ ffl fttfTtt4 ftf fl'lter¥rH5- e+ tte-t te55- +R-itft .,e ~, ~ 
+fie wTf.Heft reEttl~ 6± Tfle dfti-fflnffl ffl' +"r;, Hrd:er, n wflHeft r~ffl'+ -ttt'€Ift 
dfti-ffl5- re ~ei\ ed: ~ 5tt€-fl. elairl'laffl ffl' ~nr~ operate under a name or in 
a manner which implies that such agency is a branch of or associated with any 
department of the Federal Government or of any state or municipal government, 
or use any seal, insignia, envelope or other format which simulates that of any 
government department or agency; commingle money collected for a customer 
with the agency's own funds or use any part of a customer's money in the con­
duct of the agency's business; ffl' share quarters or office space, or have a 
common waiting room with a practicing lawyer; make repeated or harassing 
communications to employers, or make collect telephone calls by subterfuge; 
engage in the business of lending money to any person, or contact any person 
for the purpose of securing a loan for any person with which to pay any claim 
left with it for collection, or recommend ffl' -:nt~~ any person or persons as a 
source of funds to pay any such claim; collect or attempt to collect from any 
person an amount in excess of the amount lel;ally 4tte Tfle ered:itor submitted by 
the creditor for collection. 




