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ONE HUNDRED AND THIRD LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1529 

H. P. 95t\ House of Representatives, March 9, 1967 
Referred to Committee on Agriculture. Sent up for concurrence and ordered 

printed. 
BERTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk 

Presented by Mrs. \Vheeler of Portland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY -SEVEN 

AN ACT Repealing Milk Control Prices at the Retail Level. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., T. 7, § 2954, amended. Section 2954 of Title 7 of the Revised Statutes, 
as amended hy chapter 245 and hy section 5-13 of chapter 425, both of the public 
laws of 1965, is further amended to read as follows: 

§ 2954. Price fixing 

The commission shall hold meetings on the 3rd Thursday of each calendar 
m011th, and shall appoint a time at each meeting \vhen any producer, dealer or 
consumer may present complaints or suggestions for the betterment of the con­
ditions of trade and shall endeavor to effect amicable reconciliations of differ­
ences which exist hetween the various milk interests, and such other meetings 
as are necessary to properly supervise and control the industry. The chairman 
shall call a meeting of the commission whenever requested in writing by any 2 

members of the commission. The c0111mission is vested with power to establish 
and change, after investigation and public hearing, of which due notice has 
been given by publishing at least 3 days prior to said hearing in appropriate 
newspapers, minimum prices to be paid to prodncers hy dealers for milk re­
ceived, purchased, stored. manufactured, pro,:essed, sold, distributed or other­
wise handled within the State. ++te ~~.ffitt ~ ~ ~ estttblisb, ~ 
~~tttffi.rt aflo4 ~tthlte heafffi~, '* wtMffi· ~ttt; ~ .ft.tr.s. ~ ~ try­
Imhli3hi~ a-t ~ j ~ ~ te 5ftffl ftet~ ffi. appfopfiate fteWSpUtJefS, 
ftte wfl.tollejilh~ ~ ~ j'ffiEe; -toe ~ eh::,.fg'CEi +er fHi.l* eistfibutee +er ~ 
w+tftffi. -tfl.e ~, v, hefe ( ef ~ttee4, ffi.eI..u4i~ -Hte folio" iflg ~ 

+. ,geaffl,s 4e eealers. .g,. dealefs -toe 4ettleffl.-; 
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~. ~~ ~ €6nS1:lffierS. ~ clealers ~ eOIiS1:lmerS; 

5". ~ ~ eOnS1:lffierS. ~ ~ ~ eOnS1:lHl:em, ~ ~ eOhs1:lffi]3tion 
.", +lTe ]3relGises wfi~ ~ 

"t. Dea+eT ~~. ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ eOnS1:lffi~On .", +lTe 
~ses 6f' resftl.e ~ eOl'tS1:lffierS; 

5". f2ersett te refS6n. ~ iHTJ" rer~ fffi4; ffi..ei-tffiffi in +lTe ~get~ elits­
~~ftS te fMwther r~ 

e. -i=l-¥~1:leers ~ 4eni-eTs. ~ j7¥...e.~ ~ ~eTHers. 

~ -l-J,. pwcl1:leers '* ffiW ~ j7¥~1:l€ecl ntt4 ~ te eonsmn;::rs .", +lTe 
j7¥€~S 6.f +fie ~tteer fire eJ(el1:lclet~ 4retn ~ el'la]3ter in res]3eet te ~ 
Sfi~. 

The commission in its discretion may waive public hearing when the sole 
change to be made in minimum prices is to conform with orders of any federal 
agency, duly authorized by law to determine prices. 

The commission is vested with power to establish and change, after investi­
gation and public hearing·, classifications of milk according to its various usages, 
and shall specify to what classification the prices fixed and established under 
this chapter shall apply. 

+fte ~eft.j.ei' 1'6 ~ett±er j7¥fee.S ~ .H± Stt±eS ~ -Be ~1'nblishecl fflrl.,. in ~ 
ffittrk;::~ ~s tt5 fM'e ne€-e~ ~ 1'~e 5tit~ffi.g '* ffiarlce1' eonditions. Aft 
~-s- ttetween 4en+e¥s SB-a-l+ -Be ~~ed mi±±e '* S~ etasstiteattan nS +lTe 
€6ffinH-EiS~6ft ~ tl1'1*'eprin+e ¥ttl-@s ftTB:J" f'T~e. 

ffe tH'tee sffiH± -Be estn-hli5-lte4 ~ iHTJ" 6f'le 6f' ffi6¥e 6~ snffl. ~ ~ nt 
+lTe fmft-1e tffl9.e n j7¥iee sftaH. -Be established ~ nft '* sfti~ ~ in an,- tna¥lcet. 

Prices so fixed shall be just and reasonable taking into due consideration the 
public health and welfare and the insuring of an adequate supply of pure and 
wholesome milk to the inhabitants of this State under varying conditions in 
various marketing areas, seasonal production and other conditions affecting the 
costs of production, transportation and marketing in the milk industry, includ­
ing a reasonable return to the producer ntt4 ~er. 

~ +t~ 5tti4 i'Ht¥lil'lHIR't ~ in iHTJ" fflarlcet Wfl.teft sfHH.l. ~ te +lTe 
¥ttrt01:lS dassifieatioftS '* ~ ntt4 w.ffie.fl. ftTB:J" ~ in +lTe several Hl:arlcet 
ttre&S- '* t±Te ~, +lTe eOI'l'lfRission 5-B-aft Htrnt-s-fl. aft ~-s- registered in ~ 
fflfH'~ wttfl. ft seheclt4e '* ~ rrtees., ntt4 sfHH.l. p1:lblish ft sehed1:lle tfl.~ 
in ft17fJropriate l'le .(jpitJ3er!iO in ~ ffiar~. &ttefl. ~ sfHH.l. -Bee6ffle e#ee­
tf..v.e in aeeorRuHee wttfl. +i+J.e 5", ~ter-s 5"'* ~ s-e7 ntt4 thereafter ft6 ~, 
5-t6re er ~ ~ haftRling ~ in ~ ffiar~ 4-a-l+ ~ 6f' ~ ~ ~, 
~ 6f' ~ te ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ tfl.ftn 1'~ sehecl1:lled ffiifttHl:1:lR'l ~ 
es+af;.j..j.4e4 ~ t±tnt ffiftf~. 

Any dealer may deduct an allowance for transportation from the producer'S 
farm to the dealer's dairy plant pursuant to a reasonable schedule of charges 
filed with the commission, with a copy to each affected producer, at least 30 
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days prior to the proposed effective date. Any interested producer or any or­
ganization representing producers may petition the commission at any time to 
review the reasonableness of any such schedule of transportation charges, and 
the commission is empowered to suspend proposed schedules pending hearing, 
and, after hearing, to disapprove and reject any schedules, then pending or 
theretofore in effect, found to be unreasonable, or, after hearing, to approve any 
such schedules found to be reasonable or to establish any new schedules deemed 
to be reasonable. 

H ~ ~ ~ftH. fE;.r tHtJ" ~ ~ ~~ iTt ~ t3F8:etiee clestHleti i e 
~ -tfl.e seRe cltd e eJ, miHiffi ttffi ~ fE;.r fHi.+l.t estab lisR e cl ttft4e.p #l+s ehat3teF fE;.r 
8:flj" maFkct, inelttclirig ~ ft&t limitecl ~ ;tflj" cliseottnt, ~, gFatttity, ftd,­
veFtisil'ig £tHo n'8:Hee 6T' eombinatiol'l ~ 4€1'f' fHi.+l.t wi-tft ~ ~ eOffimoclity. 
tit ftd,4i~iol'l +e m+y t3cBalty fflh~ ~l-4e4 ~ fflw, tfi.e eOffiffiissieH a#eT 
~ ttfl-€!. aeaFing ii'Ii'tj" t3Fohibit ~ ~~ t3Faetiee, ttfl-€!. ~ ~ feeliHg 
himself aggFie \ ecl ~ ~ ~ ~ -tfl.e €eiTlH'lissioH ~ ttft4e.p #l+s ehat3teF 
~ ~ ~ -tfl.e £ttt3eFieF Gettrt. 

The minimum prices established for sales of milk by producers to dealers 
may, if such sales are made by bulk tank, be increased by such amounts per 
hundredweight as may be determined by the commission. Violation of this 
paragraph shall be sufficient cause for the Mftffi.e Mti* commission to revoke 
or withhold a dealer's license. 

'NhcncveF fHi.+l.t t3Foclttcecl o11tsicle -tfl.e ~te beeomes fI: sttbj eet ~ Fegttlation 
~ -tfl.e &te:te iTt tfi.e exeFcise ~ f..t.9 ~ p€~, #l+s eaat3teF ~ ~ ttfl-€!. 
#te j*lWeF'" ~ t.fte cefi1fi1issiofi ~ fI:tttt€.fl.. Aft.e.r; ~ s-ttefl. fHi.+l.t ~ t3Focll1eecl 
~ eeffit wf.tftffl t.fte j l1FisclictiOJ'I ~ #l+s f~, ~ 5tHe ~ s-ttefl. fHi.+l.t wi-tftffi 
#l+s &te:te at fI: Iffiee ~ tfie:ft #te s ch e cll11e4 fl'IiHiffi11m Iffiee establish e cl iTt 
8:flj" ~eft ti+ftffiet 5#a+l -B-e 11nla\ ffal. 




