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ONE HUNDRED AND THIRD LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1529

H. P. 958 House of Representatives, March 9, 1967
Referred to Committee on Agriculture. Sent up for concurrence and ordered
rinted.

v BERTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk
Presented by Mrs. Wheeler of Portland.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SIXTY-SEVEN

AN ACT Repealing Milk Control Prices at the Retail Level.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

R. S, T. 7, § 2954, amended. Section 2954 of Title 7 of the Revised Statutes,
as amended by chapter 243 and by section 5-1B of chapter 423, both of the public
laws of 1963, 1s further amended to read as follows:

§ 2954. Price fixing

The commission shall hold meetings on the 3rd Thursday of each calendar
month, and shall appoint a time at each meeting when any producer, dealer or
consumer may present complaints or suggestions for the betterment of the con-
ditions of trade and shall endeavor to effect amicable reconciliations of differ-
ences which exist hetween the various milk interests, and such other meetings
as are necessary to properly supervise and control the industry. The chairman
shall call a meeting of the commission whenever requested in writing by any =z
members of the commission. The commission is vested with power to establish
and change, after investigation and public hearing, of which due notice has
been given by publishing at least 3 days prior to said hearing in appropriate
newspapers, minimum prices to be paid to producers by dealers for milk re-
ceived, purchased, stored, manufactured, processed, sold, distributed or other-
wise handled within the State. Fhe commiscion shat fix and establish, after
%ﬁg@ﬁeﬁ&ﬁéﬁﬂ%&h&ﬁmg&whﬁ%éﬂeﬁeﬂeehﬁbeeﬂwby
publishing at least 3 days prior to said hearing in appropriate newspapess,
within the State, wherever produced, ineluding the following sales:

+. Dealers to deaters. By dealers to dealers
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2 Dealess to consumess. By dealers 0 consumerss

3. Steores to consumers. B stores to consumers, exeept for consumption
on the premrises vwhere sobds

#. Dealer to stores. By denlter to stores cither for eonsumption on the

PFERHSES OF Fesale 10 CORsHIersy

5. Rersen to persen. Dy any pesson not ineluded in the foregoing elas-
stRerttons o another person:

6. Produeers to deaters. By preoducers to deaters.

Sates by producers of save mithe produced and sold to constmers en the

premrses of the produeer are exeluded from this ehapter i respeet to sueh
sates.

The commission in its discretion may waive public hearing when the sole
change to be made in minimum prices is to conform with orders of any federal
agency, duly authorized by law to determine prices.

The commission is vested with power to establish and change, after investi-
gation and public hearing, classifications of milk according to its various usages,
and shall specify to what classification the prices fixed and established under
this chapter shall apply.

Fhe dealer to denter priess for all sates shall be established ondy i sueh
market arenas #5 afe mecessary for the stabilizing of merket conditions. AH
sates betwveen deaters shall be considered mile of suel elassifiention as the
eomatssion by epproprinte rules may provide.

Ne price shall be established for any one or fmore of sard sates unless at
the same time & price shalt be established for all of said sales in any marleet.

Prices so fixed shall be just and reasonable taking into due consideration the
public health and welfare and the insuring of an adequate supply of pure and
wholesome milk to the inhabitants of thlS State under varying conditions in
various marketing areas, seasonal production and other conditions affecting the
costs of production, transportation and marketing in the milk industry, includ-
ing a reasonable return to the producer and deater.

Lpon fistng satd minininin prices in any muarket which shall apply to the
wartotus classtientions of mitk and which may vary i the several market
areas of the State, the commission shall furnish all desters resistered i said
market with o sehedule of such prices, and shall publish & schedule thereof
1 appropriate mewspapers th satd mmasket. Such order shall become effee-
#Hye m accordaiee with Fitle 5, chapters 30+ to 307 and thereafter no deales,
store or other person handhng mils tn sweh marleet shall buyr or offer to busy,

sel or offer to sell mille for prices less thean the scheduled mintmum prices
estabhshed for that marlet.

Any dealer may deduct an allowance for transportation from the producer’s
farm to the dealer’s dairy plant pursuant to a reasonable schedule of charges
filed with the commission, with a copy to each affected producer, at least 30
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days prior to the proposed effective date. Any interested producer or any or-
ganlzatlon representing producers may petition the commission at any time to
review the reasonableness of any such schedule of transportation charges, and
the commission is empowered to suspend proposed schedules pending hearing,
and, after hearing, to disapprove and reject any schedules, then pending or
theretofore in effect, found to be unreasonable, or, after hearing, to approve any
such schedules found to be reasonable or to establish any new schedules deemed
to be reasonable.

H shall be unlwwinl for any persen to cngage i any proectice destruetive
ef%hesd&eé&}edm%&mpﬁeeséefm&kes%a%hsheéﬂﬂd&%hﬁeh&p&f%f
ey marleet, eluding but not Hmited to any diseount, rebate, gratuity, ad-
vertiohne alowanee or combination price for mitk with any other commedity.
In addition o any penantty otherwrise provided by low, the commisston after
nottce and hearing wmay prohibit any sueh praectice, and any person feeling
hrmse&aggﬁwveébymayeféefeé%heeeﬁmﬁs&eﬂﬁﬁeeéaﬁéefﬂﬂseh&p&e*

The minimum prices established for sales of milk by producers to dealers
may, if such sales are made by bulk tank, be increased by such amounts per
hundredweight as may be determined by the commission. Violation of this
paragraph shall be sufficient cause for the Meire MiHe commission to revoke
or withhold a dealer’s license.

%ﬂﬁﬁefm&kpfeé&eeéeaﬁtée%hesra%ebeeemes&&u%ye&e%ﬁg&&aeﬁ
by the State m the exercise of its peliee pewers, this ehepter shall apply and
the porwrers of the commisston shall attach. After any sueh milk so produeced
shall come within the jurtsdietion of this Skate, aﬁys-a-l-ee-fsﬁ-ehﬁﬁ-l-kwﬁ-hm
this State at & price less then the scheduled mintmum price esteblished in
any given market shal be antasvefad.





