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(EMERGE::\CY) 

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRD LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1358 

H. P. 928 :House of RepresentatiYes, March 2, 196; 
Referred to Committee on Labor. Sent up for concurrence and ordered printed. 

BERTHA v\'. JOHNSO~, Clerk 
Presented by Mr. Brown of Augusta, 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAI~ OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY -SEVEN 

AN ACT Revising Laws Relating to Elevators. 

Emergency preamble. \Vhereas. Acts of tlw Legislature do not become efft'l'­
tiye until (j0 days after adjournment unless enacted as emergencies; and 

\\'hereas. the ele\'ator law and rules and reg\1lations require that passenger 
eleyators he inspected every 3 months anc! freight eleyators be inspected en'l'V 
6 1110nths ; and 

Whereas. a nationwide strike involving elevator mechanics and servicenwlI 
hegan on Febr\1ary 3. H)6; "'ith no indication oi settlement in sight; amI 

\Vhereas. manv of those eleyator mechanics and sen'icemen are authorized 1)\ 
the Board oi EI~yator ]~ul;:s and Regulations as elt'\'ator inspectors yet are n(;t 
making the required inspections; and 

\\'hereas. the lack of required inspections jeopardizes public life. limh and 
and property; and 

\Vhereas. the owner or nser of an ele\'ato ~ is not a!lO\ve,d to operate snch 
elevator \\'ithout a valid certificate of operation posted thereon; and 

",rhereas. certificates of operation can he granted only when inspection pro\'('" 
that the ele\'atur is safe for continued operation; and 

\Vhereas. in the judgment of the Legislatnre these facts create an emergenCl 
\vithin the llleaning of the Constitution of :-hine and require the folIowing leg'is­
lation as immediat'ely necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health 
anrl safety; now, therefore, 
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., T. 26, § 433, amended. The last sentence of section 433 of Title 
26 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

The commissioner may appoint such state elevator inspectors as are necessary 
to carry out this subchapter from among applicants who successfully pass the 
examination as provided for in section 434. 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. 26, § 434, amended. Section 434 of Title 26 of the Revised 
Statuttes is amended to rea,el as follows: 

Examination for the state ~ fttH;~fiud inspectors shall be given by the 
supervising inspector or by 2 or more examiners to be appointed by the super­
"ising inspector. +H-e ~€¥.-l"'ft ~ .Jo.e @*s,Tl'li-tte4 ~ ~,. s,ft ~tHTliftS,ffflft k-e ~ 
il'+e. Such examination must he written in part or in whole, and must he confined 
to questions the answers to which will aid in determining the fitness and com­
petency of the applicant for the intended service mt4 ~ .Jo.e ..+ ttft~ ~e 
~~ett4- .f~e~. +tt e~ nflo s,M'l~ffi ~ ft €'ei'~.fe ..+ .. tt~~ ~,.. 
..... ~5-S- ~ @~ft~€lft, fte fflft;" ~~..t ~ #te ~ ~ ft ~ @~ffloa-ff ... ft 
,,"~ffl ~ 4tt~ ~ notiRCn~ett ~ ~ ~ttFe ~ f*l:8-9 a-R-fI. ~ £ftfi. €-:mfflfftn-ffett 
"l:-E.].l. t..". f:;i .... ~flo ,,<\"-i~tt~ ~¥~~-l' ~ -6,. 4e +H..,-:,.;:4 "-l' .j.,:r e"'~9ift€T';:; ",th=,= -tfl+lft 
-Ht~ .J.,;-~ #i-e ~ ~afflifta.fteft ~ ~..,.eft. ~ +he ~ ~ ~4t5 ~ft..J. 
~~ft, .f~ ~ 4frl.+ 4e~Tl'lffi.e ,,<,he~F,ef' €l"f ~ #te uPfllicaffi t~ 
fj lialifie4. 

The record of the applicant's examination Wfl.e.ffl.eoF ~ftrr1 €l"f "'flo ~..t shall 
he accessible to him ""~ fM5. €Tl'l~,.ef'. The examinations must he kept on fik 
in the office of the supervising inspector for a period of not less than 2 years. 

Sec. 3. R. S., T. 26, § 435, repealed. Section 435 of Title 26 of the Revised 
Statutes is repealed. 

Sec. 4. R. S., T. 26, § 461, amended. The first sentence of the fi.rst para­
gTaph of section 461 of Title 26 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read <1:-; 

follows: 

.j.O,it€~~ The owner or user of each elevator proposed to he used \\"ithin this State 
shall -Be have each such elevator thoroughly inspected by either the supervising 
inspector or a state elevator inspector €l"f s,ft .mtfiofized el-e ..... ~-l' tn"flec~ and 
i i found to conform to the rules of the board, upon payment of the inspection fee 
~oFe of@(1I:l:iR'4 as provided for in section 464 and a registration fee of $3 per 
year by the owner or user of such elevator t'o the state inspector or the super­
vising inspector, the latter shall issue to such owner or user an inspection 
certificate. 

Sec. 5. R. S., T. 26, § 461, amended. The first sentence of the 2nd para­
graph of section 461 of Title 26 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read 
as follows: 

To maintain a certificate in force, ~ a state elevator inspector @¥ ftft ~­
~-e4 el-e¥t"t~ ~~ or the supervising elevator inspector shall inspect every 
passenger elevator periodically at least every 6th calen.dar month and every 



LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 1358 3 

freig-ht elevator at least every 12th calendar 1110nth following the 1110nth in which 
the initial inspection has been made. 

Sec. 6. R. S., T. 26, § 461, amended. The 4th paragraph of section 461 of 
Title 26 of the Re\-ised Statt1tes is amended to read as follows: 

\\"henever upon inspection, an inspector jinds that an elevator is unsafe and 
creates a l11enace to public safety, he shall promptly make the facts known to the 
supen-ising inspector '* "' 5+rt~ €+e¥-El~e+' ;19:9jleetoF who may or,c1er the con­
veyance out of service immediately, post or direct the posting of a red card of 
condemnation at eyery entrance to the C011\'eyance, and shall notify in writing 
the O\yner or lessee of the building in whie h the elevator is located_ The con­
demnation card shall he a \\-arning- to the PLlhlic and shall he of such type and 
dimensions as the hoard shall determine. 

Sec. 7. R. S., T. 26, § 465, repealed. Se:tion 465 of Title 26 of the Reyised 
Statutes is repealed. 

Sec. 8. R. S., T. 26, § 466, amended. Section 466 of Title 26 of the Revised 
Statutes i~ amended to read as follows: 

§ 466. Reports by state and authorized elevator inspectors 

The state ftfT4 H1:lthoFi~::fl elevator inspec10rs shall make a ft1ll report to the 
supen-ising inspector, giving all data required by the rules and regulations 
adoptee! hy the board an.cl shall report to the supervising inspector and to the 
O\\"11('r or lessee all defects found and all noncompliances with such rules and 
regulations. \\'here any seriot1s infraction oj said rules and regulations is found 
hy a state "'1' ft~1'.j.",e4 eln',ltor inspector and where such infraction is, in the 
opinion of the inspector. dangerous to life. limb or property, it shall he the duty 
of said inspector to report such infraction immediately to the supen'isillg­
inspector. 

Sec. 9. R. S., T. 26, § 467, sub-§ 6, amended. Subsection 6 of section 467 of 
Title 2() of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

6. Examinations. To hold examinations, and to establish the fitness of 
applicants to become ele\'ator inspectors; itft4 -t+f'~ itti-Jo::oFizatioft ~ -Hte ~, 
4# t;;.Sft€ €et'~~ e4 ~~~oi'i~ .joe 4~e ~eft5 wlte ~ ~~ 
~_4 ~fT €*1±miTrn-l-ffiftB ftft4 iH'-€ n-rf'i'&¥e4 +ry- -t-fH;; ~4 it", authoFiu~4 e+e­
..... -!oeF tm;peeteFB-; 

Sec. 10. Appropriation. There is apprcpriated from the General Fund to 
the Department of Labor and Industry the SLl111 of $2,000 for the fiscal year end­
ing June 30, F)67 to carry out the purposes o' this Act. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this Act 
shall take effect \\"hen approyed. 
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STATEMENT OF FACTS 

Estimated cost and expenditures 
Department of Labor and Industry 

Fiscal Year er~ding 6/30/67 

Cost to Administer 

(3) $3.000 - Inspectors' salaries 
900 - Inspectors' expenses 
700 - Clerk typist 
-1-00 - Equipment, mailing 

and supplies 

$5,000 - Total 

Dedicated Revenue 

$3,000 (300 inspections @ $10) 

Appropriation No. 3410 
Fiscal Years ending 6/30/68 

and 6130/69 
Cost to Administer 

(3) $2-1-,000- Inspectors' salaries 
7,500 - Inspectors' expenses 
3,000 - Clerk typist 

200 - Mailing and supplies 

$34,700 - Total 

Dedicated Revenue 

$36,000 (3,630 inspec't'ions @ $10) 

The strike of the elevator servicemen and repairmen who are authorized as 
elevator inspectors but are employed by elevator companies has highlighted a 
problem which has existed in the Elevator Division for many years. Their 
inspections are erratic and their reports are not' of uniform grade. It is a 
problem we have hac! to live with because of our lack of funds and personnel. 
However, a bill passed by the I02nd Legislature which increases the inspection 
fee from $6 to $10 in conjunction with the ahove-mentione,d strike, no\\' makes 
state inspection of all elevators feasible. 

Also, it is not inconceivable that the authorized inspectors employed hy 
insurance companies will org'anize and strike at any time. This would result in 
1,313 elevators being shut down within 6 months' time. Only 174 elevators are 
now being inspected by the supervising inspector out of a total of 1,487 elevators 
in the State. 

An appropriation of $2,000 will be required for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1967. Some time \\lill be required t'o hire and train the 3 required inspectors an,d 
it is doubtful that they can be in full production before June 1, 1967. After that 
date, the Act shall he self supporting. 




