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ONE HUNDRED AND THIRD LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1265 

H. P. 851 House of Representatives, March I, 1967 
Referred to Committee on Legal Affairs. Sent up for concurrence and ordered 

printed. 
BERTHA W. JOHNSON, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. Richardson of Stonington. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY -SEVEN 

AN ACT Revising Laws Relating to Boilers and Unfired Steam Pressure Vessels. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. R. S., T. 26, § 141, repealed and replaced. Section 141 of Title 26 
of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 

§ 141. Definitions 

As used in this subchapter, the following words shall have the following 
meanings: 

1. Approved. "Approved" shall mean approved by the department. 

2. Authorized inspector. "Authorized inspector" shall mean a person author­
ized under section 247 to inspect boilers, and who is an employee of an insurance 
company licensed to insure boilers against loss from boiler explosion in this 
State. 

3. Board. "Board" shall mean the Board of Boiler Rules provided for in 
section 171. 

4. Chief inspector. "Chief inspector" shall mean the chief inspector of 
boilers provided for in section 175. 

5. Commissioner. "Commissioner" shall mean the Commissioner of Labor 
and Industry of this State. 

6. Department. "Department" shall mean the Department of Labor and 
Industry of this State. 

7. Deputy inspector. "Deputy inspector" shall mean an employee of the 
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Department of Labor and Industry of this State, appointed under section 175 to 
inspect boilers. 

8. Miniature boiler. "Miniature boiler" shall mean a boiler so defined by 
the Board of Boiler Rules. 

9. Schoolhouse. "Schoolhouse" shall include, but not be limited to, any 
structure used by any school or college, public or private, for the purpose of 
housing any classroom, gymnasium, auditorium or dormitory. 

10. State inspector. "State inspector" shall mean the chief inspector or any 
deputy inspector, or both, as provided for in section 175. 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. 26, § 173, amended. Section 173 of Title 26 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 173. Rules and regulations 

The board shall formulate and adopt rules to provide for the Sft.fe ftfi4 proper 
construction, installation, inspection, repair, safe use and operation of steam 
boilers, hot water heating boilers, and hot water supply boilers, used or proposed 
to be used in this State. ~ ~ '*' fOfl'lHilated ~ eOnfOffR ~ ~ ~ 
j'lfaetieable -t€t +ITe ~ € .. tie ..+ +ITe Afflefiean Soeiet) ..+ Meefiafiieal 
Efi~ifieefs ftfi4 afllefiafflents ftfi4 il'itefj'lfetatiofis tfiaeto ~e ftfi4 aj'lj'lfo, ed 
~ +ITe eOl'lneil ..+ +ITe 50eiety. The board in formulating such rules shall be 
guided by nationally recognized standards pertaining to the construction and 
safety of boilers such as, but not limited to, the boiler codes of The American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers and amendments and interpretations thereto 
adopted by said society. 

Rules ~tt+a+e-4 adopted by the board shall become effective 90 days after 
the elate ~ tH'e n-e~. Afty of their adoption, except that, any change in 
the rules which would raise the standards governing the ~ ..+ construction 
of new ~ffi- boilers or the quality of fllateftal materials used in tfieffi- their con­
struction shall ~ become effeetive -t:tftHl permissive upon adoption by the board 
and shall become mandatory 6 months after the date of adoption of such change 
in the rules. Before any rules or regulations are adopted, a public hearing shall 
be held, after suitable notification ~ be has been published in at least 3 neWs­
papers tfifol'lgfiottt in the State. 

Sec. 3. R. S., T. 26, § 174, amended. Section 174 of Title 26 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 174. Installation of new boilers 

No new steam boiler, hot water heating boiler or hot water supply boiler, to 
which this subchapter applies, which does not conform to the rules fOfflll'llated 
adopted by the Board of Boiler Rules governing new installations of such boilers 
shall be installed in this State. 

All new boilers. to be installed for operation within this State, when con­
structed in this State, shall be inspected during their construction, by an in­
spector authorized to inspect boilers in this State, or, if constructed outside +ITe 
this State, such boilers shall be inspected during their construction, by an in-
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spector holding a certificate of authority from the ffi.tef i,fiBf'~¥ 8.f +ftffi ~ 
commissioner, or, by an inspector who holds a eC'ftifieaff 8.f ffi.spe~ com­
mission as an inspector of steam boilers issred by -Hte The National Board of 
Boiler and Pressure Vessel Inspectors. 

Sec. 4. R. S., T. 26, § 212, repealed and replaced. Section 212 of Title 26 

of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 

§ 2I2. Welding on boilers; certificates for welders 

No welding shall be done on any steam boiler that carries pressures in excess 
of IS pounds per square inch or on any piping thereof that comes within the 
scope of the rules adopted by the Board of Boiler Rules, until approval of the 
proposed welding is obtained from the chief inspector or a deputy inspector or 
an authorized inspector. No welder other than a person holding a welder's 
certificate of authority provided for in this section shall do any welding governed 
by this section unless he first obtains authorization to do so from the chief 
inspector or from a deputy inspector. 

Any person, firm, partnership or corporation that violates any of the pro­
visions of the first paragraph of this section :;hall be punished by a fine of not 
more than $100. 

The Board of Boiler Rules is authorized to adopt reasonable rules governing 
the qualification and certification of welders to perform welding work governed 
by this section, and to set the fees for welders' qualification examinations and 
for the issuance and renewal of welders' certificates of authority provided for 
in this section. 

The commissioner or a person delegated by him, shall conduct welders' qual­
ification examinations in accordance with the rules adopted by the Board of 
Boiler Rules governing such examinations, and when the welder's test specimens 
are examined and approved by the chief inspector, or by a deputy inspector or 
an autrorized inspecto:" delegated by him in case of emergency, said inspector 
shall so certify to the commissioner and on receipt of payment of the fees 
prescribed by the board, the commissioner shall issue to each person who 
successfully passes said examination, a welder's certificate of authority which 
shall authorize such person to perform welding work governed by this section. 
Such certificates shall be issued for an effective period of I2 months, and 
shall be renewable annually in accordance w::th the rules of the board. Fees 
collected under this section shall be deposited with the Treasurer of State to be 
cred.ited to the General Fund. 

Any welder's certificate of authority may be suspended or revoked by the 
commissioner for incompetence, untrustworthiness, willful falsification or for 
performing welding work not sanctioned as provided for under this section. 

Sec. 5. R. S., T. 26, § 241, amended. Se:tion 24I of Title 20 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to reael as follows: 

§ 241. Certificate required 

1t shall he unlawful for any person, firm, partnership or corporation to 
operate under pressnre ill this State tt ,,1oett"* any boiler, to which this subchapter 
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applies, without a valid inspection certificate as provided for in said subchapter. 
The operation of it 5+enffi any such boiler without an inspection certificate shall 
constitute a misdemeanor on the part of the owner Or user thereof and be 
punishable by a fine of not more than $roo or by imprisonment for not more 
than 30 days, or by both. 

Sec. 6. R. S., T. 26, § 242, amended. Section 242 of Title 26 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 242. Temporary certificate 

\Vhenever it shall appear to the commissioner that an emergency affecting 
public safety fH'l:4 or welfare exists, or is imminent, the commissioner may 
authorize the chief inspector to issue a temporary inspection certificate for any 
boiler to be effective for a period not exceeding 6 months after an inspection 
certificate that was issued according to section 244 shall have expired. A 
temporary inspection certificate may be issued without an internal inspection 
being made, provided the boiler is inspected externally by a state inspector or 
by an authorized inspector, while under pressure, and a report of such inspection 
is filed with the department. If the boiler is insured, the temporary inspection 
certificate shall not h~ issued ttfl+i+ unless recommended in writing by 4M an 
iwthorizcci inspector ef employed by the company insuring the boiler and by the 
chief inspector or one of his deputies: or. if the boiler is not insured, the 
temporary inspection certificate shall he recommended in writing by at least 2 

tt~~~4 state inspectors. The provisions ft~ 4,", of section 244 concerning the 
fee for and the posting of the inspection certificate shall apply to the temporary 
inspection certificate. 

Sec. 7. R. S., T. 26, § 243, amended. Section 243 of Title 26 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to rea(l as follows: 

§ 243. Insurance 

In case a hoiler is insnred noft4 ~€€4-ffi by it -el-tt-iy freeT'::Ji::e€l an insurance 
company licensed to "Ie ~toft~ insure boilers in this State against loss from 
explosion, a copy of the record of each i;'l-~eHTR.J. inspec,ion required of such 
boiler under this subchapter, duly signed by the inspector who performed such 
inspection, shall be filed with the department by said insurance company within 
IS days of tb: date of each such inspection. 

: ;~. "af12 8:* iTI~f'fttt€-e eeffltlfttt:Y' E-aRee-l-f'r +fTf'rtH'noflee iipe* fttt:Y' ~ffi ~.J.ef' 
€-iw¥~·n~ &feF +5" t*'TI'i,4-El ~'ft~e t'f'~5ttFe '* 4fl.€ t*tl~ e*fl~Fef'r "tt4 if;' *'~ f'e­
ofte¥!'e4,TH-lt-~ fol~+.j. ffi.lffle,..j.ffi4~ -be ~¥eoft t-fte 4~~. Attj- ~iH'l:ee 
€~i'lj" efl.a.j..j. #*e",",i*, ~e.jo++y ~j. 4el"'~ffi ffiT.rrl.eaffi.j.~ ttf'flft ~ t*(l:-ei~ 
e.j: ifl6-i:H'R~e eoft f'r'd-e-h t.e~et'. 

Each insurance company shall give written notice to the department within 
30 days of their placement of insurance, or of the termination of their in­
surance, on any boiler to which this subchapter applies, except that, whenever an 
insurance company cancels its insurance on any such boiler, that company shall 
notify the department, in writing, not more than 10 days after their cancellation 
of their insurance on any such boiler, giving the date of their can:el1ation and 
the reason therefor. 
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When, for any reason, an authorized inspector ceases to be employed by the 
insurance company in whose behalf his certificate of authority as authorized in­
spector of steam boilers was issued by this State, written notice of the ter­
mination of their employment of that inspector shall be given the department by 
said company within 30 days of such termination. 

Sec. 8. R. S., T. 26, § 246, amended. Section 246 of Title 26 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 246. Powers of chief inspector 

The chief inspector is empowered: 

1. Free access to premises. To have free access for himself and his deputy 
or deputies during reasonable hours, to any premises in the State where a 
~ ~ ffl ~ 6f' ~e it ~ffi boiler or 1ffi'W'€f' boiler plant apparatus 
is located or is being built, installed, repaired or operated, for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether such boiler or boiler plant apparatus is ~, Htstalleel fHT4 
opeFfttffi in t!:€€~rdal'l:ee conformance with this subchapter; 

2. Inspection certificates. To issue, suspend and revoke boiler inspection 
certificates ~t~ ~ ,jo,fflters ffl -be ""f',~, ft-5- provided for in sections 
242 and 244 ; 

3. Enforce laws and rules. To enforce the laws of the State -go \ erBiB~ -HTe 
i'ffl'e ffl ;5~ relating to boilers and to enforce the rules of the Board of Boiler 
Rules; 

4. Records. To keep a complete record of the type, dimensions, age, re­
ported conditions, maximum pressure allowed ~eft, location and tlitte dates of 
ffi-s-t inspection s+ for all boilers to which this subchapter applies; 

5. Copies of rules. To publish and distribute among boiler manufacturers 
and others requesting' them, copies of the rules adopted by the board; 

6. Examinations and certificates of authority. To hold examinations pro­
vided for in section 176, and upon authorintion by the commissioner, issue 
certificates of €fflTIpetel~e~ authority to inspectors who have successfully passed 
such examinations. 

Sec. 9. R. S., T. 26, § 247, amended. S,~ction 247 of Title 26 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

§ 247. Authorized inspectors; duties 

ffi ~+ttett ffl ftfiJ" ~eptltj ~ inspeetors fttltfiorizeel itTt4 ~ffite4 ~ 
~ffi.H. +7:i", t.fi.e The commissioner shall, upon the request of any company 
authorized to insure against loss from expl05ion of ~ boilers in this State, 
issue to each of the boiler inspectors in the employ of such company eerti~ieates 
as are appied for, a certificate of authority as authorized fflspertorf+ inspector of 
steam boilers, provided that, each such inspector before receiving his certificate 
of authority shall ~ have passed satisfactorily the examination provided for 
in section 176, or, in lieu of such examination, shall hold a certificate as an 
inspector of steam boilers for a state that has it stanelarel ..+ examination stand-
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ards equal to ~ those of this State, for such certificates, or shall hold a 
eeftifieate commission from ~ The National Board of Boiler and Pressure 
Vessel Inspoctors as an inspector of steam boilers. Such authorized inspectors 
shall receive no salary from, nor shall any of their expenses be paid by, the 
State. tH:T4 tfi.e The -continuance of the authority of an authorized inspector's 
certificate shall be conditioned upon his continuing in the employ of it the duly 
authorized boiler inspection and insurance company ~ a1:lth,sfizeci for which 
his certificate of authority was issued and upon his maintenance of the standards 
imposed by this subchapter. Such authorized inspectors shall i1'l:5j'leet make all 
st-eftffi. inspections required of boilers under this subchapter that are insured by 
their respective companies, and when so inspected the owners or users of such 
insured boilers shall be exempt from the payment of the fees provided for in 
section 245. Each company employing such authorized inspectors shall within 
~ 15 days following each ttJ9:l'\l:1at ffi.tefflttl inspection required to be made under 
this subchapter by such inspectors, file a report of such inspection with the 
chief inspector. 




