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ONE HUNDRED AND THIRD LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 136 

] I. P. IOC) House of Representatives, January 18. F)67 
Reierr-ed to Committee on Judiciary. Sent up for concurrence and 0[(lerec1 

printed. 
BEf.i.TH;\ \\T. JOHNSON, Clerk 

Presented b\" ::\lr. Scott of \Vilton. 

STATE OF MAINE 

1::\ THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-SEVEN 

AN ACT Relating to the Prohibited Pf2.ctices of Collection Agencies. 

De it enacted by the People of the State of ::\Iainc, as follows: 

R. S., T. 32, § 576, amended. Section j7(j oj Title 32 of the H.evised Statutes. 
as enacted by sect~cn I of chapter ~30 of the puhlic laws of 1C)6j, is amended to 
read as iol1ows: 

§ 576. Prohibited practices 

:\0 collection agency shall: Threaten to brillg legal action ..-r in its own name 
or list the name of f+t;: a la\\'yer: USe or employ justices of the peace, cOllstah1e". 
sherins or allY other officer authorizcd to serve legal paners in connection \\·jth 
the collection of a claim; use or threaten to \lse physic. I violence in connectioll 
with the collection of claims; furnish legal advice or otherwise engage ill tlw 
practice of law or represent that it is competent to do so. or institute judiciai 
proceedings on behalf of others: COlll1l1l1l1icate with debtors in the name of a 
lawyer or upon the stationery of a !a\vyer. or prepare any forms or instruments 
\\hich only ];l\\'yers are authorized to prepare: ,,~purchase or receive a.ssign­
mcnts of claims for the purpose of collection. or institnte suits thereon in any 
conrt: ns(' instrn11lents which simulate the form and appearance of judici;;l 
process; exercise ilnthority on behalf of a creditor to employ the sen-ices 0 f 
la\\"yers unless the creditor has specifically allhtorized the agency in writing to 
do so ~ ~ ~-ef'lo""7'" ..,.~ "* ..,...,~t ~; tH, ~ ~ t'(Jl1jiJt219~ "Ii'<-+fft ~ 
4~ ¥@~<'l~ ..,f tt-Hf1rftey ftf+e. ffl€t+f -Ite~~t+ tfte tawye;- tttt4 f.he ere,lit..-r: 
demand or obtain in any manner a share of the compensation for services per­
formed hy a lawyer in collecting a claim; publish or cause to be puhlished a 11\' 

list of debtors except for credit reporting pnrposes or threaten to do so; us'e 
"shame ClI-tlS," "shame automobiles," or similar devices, methods of intilllida-
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tion or methods contrary to postal regulations to collect accounts; refuse to 
return any claim or claims upon written request of the creditor, claimant or for­
warder after the tender of such amounts, if any, as may be due and owing to 
the agency; advertise or threaten to advertise for sale any claim as a means of 
forcing payment thereof, unless such agency is acting as the assignee for the 
benefit of creditors or acting under an order of court; refuse or intentionally 
fail to account to its clients for all money collected within 60 days from the 
last day of the month in which the same is collected; refuse or intentionally fail 
to return to the creditor all valuable papers deposited with a claim when such 
claim is returned ; ¥€~ €H" +tH+ ~ ~* it-F iftterva~9 ~ ft8~ +ess- tR-aft ~ ~, 
ttt'..m -Hte wftH.eft ~~ t4 -Hte e+ni~ @'f' ~4er, it vlritten T'e~ ~ft 
..,.~ T'eeef.¥e.t ~ ~ ~~ ffi" fUf ({aHle+' operate under a name or in 
a manner which implies that such agency is a branch of or associated with any 
department of the Federal Government or of any st'ate or municipal goyernment, 
or use any seal, insignia, enyelope or other format which simulates that of any 
gO\'enlll1ent department or agency; commingle money coIlected for a customer 
with the agency's own funds or use any part of a customer's money in the con­
duct of the agency's business; €H" share quarters or office space, or have a C0111-
1110n waiting r00111 with a practicing lawyer; make repeated €H" and harassing 
communications to employers, or make coIlect telephone caIls by subterfuge; 
engage in the business of lending money to any person, €H" ~~ ~ ~ft 
~F ~~ ~i:H'fi~-e ~ t-ie€urift~ it ~ f€H" it.;ry" ~e~ wi#!-~ ~ rn" fI~ 
-t'fflHTt· L::f~ wi-Ht tt ~ €,*l~ft, ~ +'e€~H+-~ft4 €H" sugges-t tm;" ~~ €H" t"ff­
.,.;+->~ ~ it ~ t4 ~ ~ ~ flft,. 5-ti'€* el-EiffiT, ~€-t ~ ~~ ~ ~ 
~-1Tl' i'i~ ~€i"9Sft flft tHTi'6-Uf'Ho ift ~9 ~ -Hte ft-1Tl,*,f'Ho l-@gal1) tltTe -Hre ~~ 
collect or attempt to collect from any person an amount in excess of that sub­
mitted by the creditor for collection, except a service charge of no more than $2. 




