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ONE HUNDRED AND THII~D LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 110 

S. P. 66 I n Senate, January I;l 1967 
Referred to Committee on State Government. Sent down for concurrence 

and ordered printed. 
JERROLD B. SPEERS, Secretan' 

Presented by Senator Berry of CUl11 berland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY -SEVEN 

RESOL VE, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution Authorizing the Legis­
lature to Enact Bond Issues, to be Ratified by the People Upon Petition or 
Referral by the Legislature. 

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of each branch of the 
Legislature concurring, that the following amendment to the Constitution of 
this State he proposed: 

Constitution, Article IX, Section 14, amended. Section 14 of Article I:\, of 
the Constitution, as a1l1ended, is further a1l1ended to read as follows: 

Section 14. State debt limit, exception. The credit of the State shall not be 
clirectly or indirectly loaned in any case, except as provided in sections q-_-\ and 
14-B. The Legislature shall not create any debt or debts, liability or liabilities, 
on behali of the State, which shall singly, or in the aggregate, with preyious 
dehts and liabilities hereafter incurred at anI' one time, exceed two 1l1illion 
dollars, except to suppress insurrection, to repe(invasion, or for purposes of \var : 
ftolffi. e<:t'et'f.i:~ tH5'" -Htttt W-h-eit€¥ff ~,,,,-1;~tJ.,,, ef ~ft H~ ~.J..l. 4eeffl i4 
fl~5iH':r, try. fJi'~ :: t::t'~t ffit4-e-tJ. -e:r iT ~~ ~ tfte ~'" ~ 
tftffeett ft1; iT ~~t ~ -5fJ€e-ftH. eleftion, ~ L~~isli'lhlFe ffti±j>" rttlHWFize +floe 
~tITl:Ttee ~ -ee+H-!", OTt -hffi~.J.+ ~ -tfte ~~ ",1; -3-1:*'4 ~ ttftf1. ffi ~ [\l~10t1i1t5 
ftolffi. fei: 5ttt'ft j+t1i'fle58 5 ft5 ft~i'~~ try. 5fleft f\~ hut this shall not be con­
strned to refer to any 1l1oney that has been, or may be deposited \vith this State 
by the GO\'ernlllent of the United States, or to any fund which the State shall 
hold in trust for any Indian tribe or in trust for any purpose. Notwithstanding 
the foregoing, whenever two-thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, the 
Legislature, by proper enactment, may authorize the issuance of bonds on behalf 
of the State at such times and in such amounts and for such purposes as 
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approved by such action; and such enactment shall take effect ninety days after 
the recess of the Legislature, unless a petition of electors, the number of which 
shall not be less than one percent of the total vote for Governor cast in the last ,,",'" 
gUbernatorial election preceding the filing of such petition, and addressed to the 
Governor and filed in the office of the Secretary of State within ninety days 
after the recess of the Legislature, requesting that the bond issue specified in 
the petition be referred to the people, and thereupon the legislation shall be 
voted upon and become effective in accordance with Article IV, Part Third, 
Section 17; the Legislature by its resolve may refer a bond issue to the people 
for ratification at a general or special election. \",henever ratification by the 
electors is essential to the validitv 0 f bonds to he issued on behalf of the State. 
the question submitted to the electors shall be accompanied by a statement setting 
forth the total amount of bonds of the State outstanding and unpaid, the total 
amount of bonds of the State authorized and unissued and the total amount of 
bonds of the State contemplated to be issued if the enactment submitted to the 
electors be ratified. 

Form of question and date when amendment shall be voted upon. Resolved: 
That the aldermen of cities, the selectmen of towns and the assessors of the sev­
eral plantations of this State are empowered and directed to notify the inhabit­
ants of their respective cities, towns and plantations to meet in the manner pre­
scribed by law for calling and holding biennial meetings of said inhabitants for 
the election of Senators and Representatives at the next general election in the 
month of November or special state-\vide election, on the Tuesday following the 
first ~londay of November following the passage of this resolve, to give in their 
yotes upon the amendment proposed in the foregoing resolution. and the ques­
tion shall be: 

"Shall the Constitution be amended to Authorize the Legislature to Enact 
Bond Issues. to be Ratified by the People Lpon Petition or Referral hy the 
Legislature ?" 

The inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall yote by ballot 011 

said question, and shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against the 
\vords "Yes" or "No" their opinion of the same. The ballots shall be received. 
sorted. counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings and 
returns made to the office of the Secretary of State in the same manner as votes 
for Governor and Members of the Legislature, and the Governor and Council 
shall count the same, and if it shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants 
voting on the question are in favor of the amendment, the Governor shall forth­
with make known the fact by his proclamation, and the amendment shall there­
upon. as of the date of said proclamation, become a part of the Constitution. 

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. Resolved: That the Secretary of 
State shall prepare and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations bal­
lots and blank returns in conformity with the foregoing resolve. accompanied 
b~- a copy thereof. 




