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ONE HUNDRED AND THIRD LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 30

S. P14 Office of the Clerk of the House
Filed January 3, 1967 under Joint Rule No. 6. To be printed and delivered
to the Senate of the 103rd Maine State Legislature.
JEROME G. PLANTE, Clerk
Presented by Senator Hildreth of Cumberland.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SIXTY-SEVEN

AN ACT to Authorize the Creation of the Maine State Park and Recreation
Area Fund and the Issuance of Not Exceeding Eight Million Dollar Bonds of
the State of Maine for the Financing Thereof.

Preamble. Two-thirds of both Houses of the Legislature deeming it neces-
sary in accordance with Section 14 of Article IX of the Constitution of Maine to
authorize the issuance of bonds of the State, the proceeds of which to be credited
to the Maine State Park and Recreation Area Fund:

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. Intent and purpose. The State of Maine takes pride in the incompa-
rable sea coast, myriad water courses, rugged terrain and forested areas that
were her natural endowment.

The Legislature authorizes the establishment of the Maine Park and Recrea-
tion Area Fund in order to preserve more =ffectively some remainder of this
natural heritage for the future use, enjoyment and spiritual well-being of our
own citizens and those of other places who increasingly accept our invitation to
visit Maine.

The Legislature recognizes the need to equip those charged with the responsi-
bility of effectuating its intent with bhroad discretion and flexibility as well as
with funds. It expressly emphasizes that the power of the State should be exer-
cised with caution and fairness as well as with courage and imagination.

Sec. 2. Acquisition of interests in land and water. The Maine State Park
and Recreation Commission shall {from time to time acquire on hehalf of the
State of Maine, with the approval of the Governor and Council, lands and wa-
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ters or any interest therein within the State of Maine from any source by gift,
devise, lease, purchase or eminent domain.

Sec. 3. Considerations. In making such acquisitions of intercsts in lands
and waters, the commission and the Governor and Council shall consider and
place importance upon future as well as present needs, preservation of natural
conditions as well as development for recreation, and remoteness or limited use
as well as proximity of population or highways. They shall make such acqui-
sitions for a variety of purposes and uses, which may be combined or single
with respect to any acquisition, including but not limited to: Qutdoor recreation,
preservation of sites of historic or scientific interest, highway scenic or picnic
areas, wildlife preservation and ecological conservation.

Sec. 4. Rules and regulations. The commission may from time to time estab-
lish such rules and regulations with respect to any such acquisition as it may
deem necessary.

Sec. 5. Improvements. The commission may construct improvements upon
such lands when and where appropriate.

Sec. 6. Maine State Park and Recreation Area Fund. There is created the
Maine State Park and Recreation Fund to which shall be credited the proceeds
of the bonds authorized by this Act and from which expenditures may be made
as authorized by this Act to carry out the purposes of this Act.

Sec. 7. Issue of bonds. The Treasurer of State is authorized, under the di-
rection of the Governor and Council, to issue from time to time serial coupon
bonds in the name and behalf of the State to an amount not exceeding $8,000,000
for the purposes of this Act. Said bonds shall be deemed a pledge of the faith
and credit of the State. Said bonds shall not run for a longer period than 20
years from the date of the original issue thereof.

Sec. 8. Records of bonds issued to be kept by State Auditor and Treasurer.
The State Auditor shall keep an account of such bonds, showing the number and
amount of each, the date of countersigning, the date when payable and the
date of delivery thereof to the Treasurer of State, who shall keep an account of
each bond, showing the number thereof, the name of the person to whom sold,
the amount received for the same, the date of sale and the date when payable.

Sec. 9. Sale, how negotiated; proceeds appropriated. The Treasurer of State
may negotiate the sale of such bonds by direction of the Governor and Council;
but no such bond shall be loaned, pledged or hypothecated in behalf of the
State. The proceeds of the sales of such bonds, which shall be credited to the
Maine State Park and Recreation Fund and which shall be held by the Treasurer
of State and paid by him upon warrants drawn by the Governor and Council,
are appropriated to be used solely for the purposes set forth in this Act.

Sec. 10. Interest and debt retirement. Interest due or accruing upon any
bonds issued under this Act and all sums coming due for payment of bonds at
maturity shall be paid by the Treasurer of State from any money in the treasury
not otherwise appropriated.
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Sec. 1. Contingent upon ratification of bond issue. Sections 1 to 10 of this
Act shall not beconie effective unless and until the people of the State of Maine
shall have ratified the isstance of bonds as set forth in this Act.

Sec. 12. Referendum for ratification. The aldermen of cities, the selectmen
of towns, and the assessors of the several plantations of this State are em-
powered and directed to notify the inhabitarts of their respective cities, towns
and plantations to meet in the mauner prescribed by law for calling and holding
biennial meetings of said inhabitants for the election of Senators and Represent-
atives, at the next general election, to give in their votes upon the acceptance or
rejection of the foregoing Act, and the question shall be:

“Shall a bond issue be ratified for the purposes set forth in ‘An Act to Au-
thorize the Creation of the Maine State Park and Recreation Area Fund and the
Issuance of Not Exceeding Eight Million Dollar Bonds of the State oi Maine
for the Financing Thereof,” passed by the 1o3rd Legislature?”

The inhabitants of said cities, towns and plantations shall vote by ballot on
said question and shall indicate by a cross or check mark placed against the
words “Yes” or “No” their opinion of the same. The hallots shall be received,
sorted, counted and declared in open ward, town and plantation meetings, and
return made to the office of the Secretary of State in the same manner as votes
for Governor and Members of the Legislature, and the Governor and Council
shall count the same, and if it shall appear that a majority of the inhabitants
voting on the question are in favor of the Act the Governor shall forthwith make
known the fact by his proclamation, and the Act shall become effective in 30
days after the date of said proclamation.

Secretary of State shall prepare ballots. The Secretary of State shall prepare
and furnish to the several cities, towns and plantations ballots and blank returns
in conformity with the foregoing Act, accompanied by a copy thereof.





