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FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

ONE HUNDRED AND SECOND LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1713

S. P. 675 In Senate, January 17, 1966
The Committee on State Governiment suggested.
EDWIN H. PERT, Secretary
Presented by Senator Manuel of Aroostook.

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SIXTY-SIX

AN ACT for Licensing Private Detectives and Watch, Guard and Patrol
Agencies.

Be 1s enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

R. S, T. 32, c. 55, repealed and replaced. Chapter 55 of Title 32 of the Re-
vised Statutes is repealed and the foilowing enacted in place thereof:

‘CHAPTER 55

PRIVATE DETECTIVES
WATCH, GUARD OR PATROL AGENCIES

3801, Detectives, watch, guard or patrol agencies; license; bond; unlawful
5, g T P g H ;
to advertise as state detective; fee

The Governor, with the advice and consent of the Council, may license private
detectives and watch, guard or patrol agencies for the detection and prevention
of crime or protection and safeguarding of property for the term of one year,
unless such license is sooner revoked for cause. The license year shall commence
on July 1. Each person so licensed before receiving his license shall give a
bond as hereinafter prescribed. Nothing contained in this chapter shall be
construed to confer on any person so licensed any of the power and authority
of sheriffs or police officers, except in cases of felony and offenses under Title
17, chapters 61, 73, 113 and 115 and section 3104. No person so licensed shall
advertise or represent himself as a state detective under penalty of the forfeiture
of his license and a fine of not more than $100, to be recovered upon complaint.
Every person licensed shall, before receiving his license, pay to the Secretary
of State the license fees prescribed.
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§ 3802. When license required; exceptions; penalties

No person shall, for compensation, engage in, advertise or hold himself out
as being engaged in, or solicit private detective business or the business of
watch, guard or patrol agency, notwithstanding the name or title used in de-
scribing such business, unless licensed for such purpose as provided in this
section,

This section shall not apply to:

1. State employees. A person employed by or on behalf of the State of
Maine, including the Legislature or either of its branches, any committee of the
Legislature or either of its branches, any special commission required to report
to the Legislature, any political subdivision of the State of Maine or any public
instrumentality, while such person is engaged in the discharge of his official
duties;

2. Charitable agencies. A charitable, philanthropic or law enforcement
agency, duly incorporated under the laws of the State of Maine, or any agent
thereof while he is engaged in the discharge of his dutiest as such agent; pro-
vided that such agency is promoted and maintained for the public good and not
for private profit;

3. Credit bureaus. A credit reporting bureau or agency whose business is
principally the furnishing of information as to business and financial standing
and credit responsibility;

4. Investigation of insurance applicants. Investigations as to the personal
habits and financial responsibility of applicants for insurance or indemnity
bonds, provided such investigations do not include other activities described
in this section;

5. Attorneys. An attorney at law in the practice of his profession;

6. Business statistics. Investigations with respect to, or the compilation
or dissemination of, any data or statistics pertaining to any business or industry,
by any trade or business association, board or organization, incorporated or
unincorporated, not operated for profit, representing persons engaged in such
business or industry, or by any agent of such trade or business association while
he is engaged in the discharge of his duties as such agent;

7. Insurance adjustors. An insurance adjustor or investigator while acting
in such capacity;

8. Credit investigations. Any trade or business association, board or organ-
ization, incorporated or unincorporated, which furnishes as a service to members
thereof, information pertaining to the business and financial standing, credit,
responsibility or reputation of persons with whom such members consider doing
business; provided that an investigation conducted by such association, board
or organization shall be no more extensive than is reasonably required to deter-
mine the business and financial standing, credit responsibility or reputation of
such person;



LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 1713 3

9. Genealogical investigations. A person engaged in earning his livelihood
by genealogical work and the compilation of family history while so engaged;

10. Law enforcement officers. Any law enforcement officer of the State
of Maine or any political subdivision thereof.

Whoever violates this section shall be punished by a fine of not less than $s50
nor more than $500, or by imprisonment for not more than 11 months, or by
both.

§ 3803. Application for license

An application for a license to engage in the private detective business or a
license to engage in the business of watch, guard or patrol agency shall be filed
with the Secretary of State on forms furnished by him, and statements of fact
therein shall be under oath of the applicant. Such application shall include a
certification by each of 3 reputable citizens of the State residing in the com-
munity in which the applicant resides or has a place of business, or in which
the applicant proposes to conduct his business, that he has personally known the
applicant for at least 3 years, that he is not related to the applicant by blood or
marriage, and that the applicant is honest and of good moral character. The ap-
plicant, or, if the applicant is a corporation, its manager, superintendent or official
representative, shall be at least 21 years of age and be of good moral character,
and his or her application shall be referred to the Chief of the State Police by the
Secretary of State for an investigation and a report to the Governor and Council.

§ 3804. Fees; bonds

The fee for a resident detective license shall be $25 per year. The fee for an
original nonresident detective license shall be $300 and for a renewal nonresident
detective license $100 per year. The fee for an original resident watch, guard
or patrol agency license shall be $200 and for a renewal resident watch, guard
or patrol agency license $100 per year. The fee for an original nonresident
watch, guard or patrol agency license shall be $500 and for a renewal nonresi-
dent watch, guard or patrol agency license $200 per year. If a person fails to
apply for a renewal of a license within 6 months after the expiration thereof
he shall pay the fee provided for an original license.

The license of any person duly licensed as a private detective on the effective
date of this Act shall continue in force until the first day of July following the
expiration of his present license, provided the person files a renewal of his cur-
rent bond with the Secretary of State covering the period from the expiration
of his license to July 1. The license shall be renewed upon payment of the above
fee without filing of the application referred to in section 3803.

Each holder of a resident detective license shall give to the Secretary of State
2 bond in the sum of $1,000. Each holder of a nonresident detective license
shall give to the Secretary of State a bond in the sum of $5,000. Each holder
of a resident watch, guard or patrol agency license shall give to the Secretary
of State a bond in the sum of $5,000. Each holder of a nonresident watch, guard
or patrol agency license shall give to the Secretary of State a bond in the sum
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of $5,000. All bonds must be executed by the applicant or principal and by a
surety company authorized to do business as such in the State of Maine as
surety.

The above bonds for detectives shall be conditioned upon the proper discharge
of the services which the licensee may perform by virtue of such license. Watch,
guard or patrol agency bonds shall be conditioned as above and to answer for
all neglect and misdoings of its employees. The bonds shall be filed with the
Treasurer of State.

§ 3805. Watch, guard or patrol agency; employment of assistants; penalty for
making false statements

A watch, guard or patrol agency licensee may employ to assist him in his busi-
ness as many persons as he may deem necessary but shall not knowingly employ
in connection with his business in any capacity any person who has been con-
victed of a felony or any former licensee whose license has been revoked.

If a licensee falsely states or represents that a person is or was in his employ,
such false statement or representation shall be cause for revocation of his license.
Whoever falsely states or represents that he has been a licensee or employed by
a licensee shall be punished by a fine of not less than $50 nor more than $500.

No person shall be employed by any licensee until he shall have executed and
furnished to such licensee a statement under oath setting forth his full name,
date of birth and residence; his parents’ names and places of birth; the business
or occupation in which he has been engaged for the 3 years immediately preced-
ing the date of filing his statement; and that he has not been convicted of a
felony or of any offense involving moral turpitude. Such statements shall be
kept on file by the licensee and furnished to the Secretary of State on demand.

Any person who is or has been an employee of a licensee and any licensee who
divulges to anyone other than his employer or as his employer shall direct,
except before an authorized tribunal, any information acquired by him during
such employment in respect to any of the work to which he has been assigned
by such employer, and any such employee who willfully makes a false report to
his employer in respect to any such work, shall be punished by a fine of not less
than $s0 nor more than $500, or by imprisonment for not more than 11 months,
or by both.

§ 3806. Use of badge prohibited; exception; identification cards; penalties

No licensee or employee or agent of a licensee shall use a badge of any kind
for identification purposes except a guard or watchman in uniform who shall
wear any such badge on the left breast of his uniform. Such badge shall not
contain the word “Police.” A licensee or his employee or agent may use as
identification a card, approved as to form by the Secretary of State, which shall
bear the signature of the licensee and, if such card is used as identification by
an employee or agent, the signature of such employee or agent.

Whoever violates this section shall be punished by a fine of not more than
$100.
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§ 3807. Authority to arrest; compensation

Private detectives, licensed as aforesaid, shall have the same authority to
arrest in cases of offenses under Title 17, chapters 61, 73, 113 and 115 and sec-
tion 3104 and of felonies in any part of the State, and shall receive the same fees
as sheriffs in similar cases. No extra compensation shall be paid to them in
any case from the State or county treasury.

§ 3808. Appointment

The Governor, with the advice and consent of the Council, may license 100
Hetectives for the purpose contained in this chapter.

The Governor and Council may revoke any license granted under this chapter
for cause shown, after hearing has been held and after proper notice has been
given.’





