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FIRST SPECIAL SESSIOX 
I L\IERGE"t(CY ) 

ONE HUNDRED AND SECOND LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1676 

B, P, 1208 Ilouse of Representatives, January 17, 1<)66 
The Committee on .-\ppropriatiuns and Financial Affairs suggested, 

JEn()~IE G, PLAXTE, Clerk 
Presented hy ~Ir. Katz of Augusta, 

STATE OF MAINE 

T:\ T1 IF YEAR OF OCR LORD ~1:\ETEEX HUNDRED 
SIXTY-SIX 

AN ACT to Provide Funds for the Purchase of Psychiatric Drugs for the 
Department of Mental Health and Corrections, Augusta State Hospital. 

Emergency preamble. \Yhereils, Acts of the I ~egislature clo nut become 
effective until <)0 days after adjournll1ent unless enacted as emergencies: and 

\\'hereas, thE' admission rilte at the ,~ugnsta State Hospital has increased 
sharply in the past several years, 1110re than douhle the numher of patients being 
admitted and discharged in ]()63 as cOtllpared \\'ith the year 1962: and 

\\'hereas, an increase in the ll1edical staff at the ,\ugusta State Hospital has 
enal)led the marked expansion of the patient after-care service; and 

\\'her('a5, the increased admission rate anc! expansion of after-care or out­
patient sen ice haH' resnlted in the administration of unanticipated qnantities 
of psychiatric drngs, which administration of drugs has further res,llted in SU 1)­

stantial and unforeseen expenditurE's from the current operating hudget of the 
.\ugusta State I lospita!: and 

\\'bereas, additional iuncls are \'itally necessar.l' for the purchase of psychiatric 
drugs in order to keep pace with the increase in adll1ission rate and expanded 
after-care ~en'ice, ;md in order to forestall a pos:;ible burden on other necessary 
hospital s('1'vices dne to the lack or' funds; and 

\\'hereas, in the j\1dgment of the I_egislature, these facts create an emergency 
within the meaning of the Constitutioll of .Maine and require the follO\\'ing legis­
lation as imll1cdiately necessary for the presen'ation of the puhlic peace, health 
and safety: nl)\\', therefore, 



2 LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 1676 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of ::Vlaine, as follows: 

Appropriation for psychiatric drugs, Department of Mental Health and 
Corrections for the Augusta State Hospital. There is appropriated from the 
Unappropriated Surplus of the General Fund for the purchase of psychiatric 
drugs for the Department of Mental Health and Corrections, Augusta State 
Hospital, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1966, the sum of $54,000 and for 
the fiscal year ending June 30. 1967 the sum of $60,000. 

Emergency clause. In view of the emergency cited in the preamble, this Act 
shall take effect when approved. 




