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NEW DRAFT "A" OF S. P. 201; L. D. 582 

ONE HUNDRED AND SECOND LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1577 

S. P. 565 In Senate, May 20, 1¢5 
Reported by Majority from Committee on Judiciary and printed under Joint 

Rules No. 10. 
EDWIN H. PERT, Secretary 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-FIVE 

AN ACT Relating to Comparative Negligence in Civil Actions. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

R. S., T. 14, § 156, additional. Title 14 of the Revised Statutes is amended 
by adding a new section 156 to read as follows: 

'§ 156. Comparative negligence 

Where any person suffers death or damage as a result partly of his own 
fault and partly of the fault of any other person or persons, a claim in respect 
of that death or damage shall not be defeated by reason of the fault of the per
son suffering the damage, but the damages recoverable in respect thereof shall 
be reduced to such extent as the jury thinks just and equitable having regard 
to the claimant's share in the responsibility for the damage. 

Where damages are recoverable by any person by virtue of this section sub
ject to such reduction as is mentioned, the jury shall find and record the total 
damages which would have been recoverable if the claimant had not been at 
fault and the extent to which those damages are to be reduced. 

Fault means negligence, breach of statutory duty or other act or omission 
which gives rise to a liability in tort or would, apart from this section, give rise 
to the defense of contributory negligence. 

If such claimant is found by the jury to be equally at fault, the claimant shall 
not recover.' 


