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ONE HUNDRED AND SECOND LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document 

S. P. 316 
Referred to Committee on Legal Affairs. 

ordered printed. 

Presented by Senator Letourneau of York. 

No. 1042 

In Senate, February 9, 1965 
Sent down for concurrence and 

ED\VIl\ H. PERT, Secretary 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-FIVE 

AN ACT Revising the Urban Renewal Law. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of .iVIaine. as follcl\\"s: 

Sec. I. R. S., T. 30, § 4801, sub-§ 12, amended. Subsection 12 of section -+801 
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'12. Urban renewal plan or renewal plan. "Urban renewal plan" or "renewal 
plan" means a plan, as it exists from time to time for an urban renewal project, 
which plan shall conform to the ~fteffi<l. ~. ~ ~e ffi1:lnieip~ ~ fr w~ 
comprehensive plan as set forth in sections 4951 to 4957 except as provided in 
section 4808; and shall he sufficiently complete to indicate such land acquisition, 
demolition and remo \'al of structures, rede\'{'lopment, improYements and re­
habilitation as may he proposed to he carried out in the urban renewal area, 
zoning and planning changes, if any, land uses. maximum densities, building re­
quirements, and the plan's relationship to definite local objectives respecting ap­
propriate land uses, improved traffic, public transportation, public utilities, recre­
ational and com1Jlunity facilities. and other public improvements.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. 30, § 4804, sub-§ 5, amended. Suhsection 5 of section -+8o_t 
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'5. Surveys, appraisals, studies and plans. \Vithin its area of operation, to 
make or have made by the planning hoard or other agency, public or private, all 
surveys, appraisals. studies ane! plans, including the preparation of a +Tm~ t*Rft 
community renewal program for the municipality, necessary to the carrying out 
of the purposes of this subchapter, and to contract or cooperate with any ane! all 
persons or agencies, puhlic or private. in the making and carrying out of such 
snne),::;, appraisals, studies ane! plans.' 
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Sec. 3. R. S., T. 30, § 4806, sub-§ I, amended. Subsection I of section 4806 
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'I. Comprehensive plan. The authority shall not recommend an urban re­
newal plan to the municipal officers until a +!TftotCf comprehensive plan in sub­
stance for the development of the municipality has heen prepared as set forth 
in subchapter V.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., T. 30, § 4806, sub-§ 3, amended. The first sentence of subsec­
tion 3 of section 4806 of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as 
follows: 

'Prior to recommending- an urban renewal plan to the municipal officers for 
approval, if such plan has not heen prepared by the planning board, the author­
ity shall submit the plan to the planning board for review and recommendations 
as to its conformity with the TTHt~~ r#t~ ~ ~ f'ffie~'R1~ ;0;4 -Hte f!+tt­

~e~ tt9 'it ~l," comprehensive plan.' 

Sec. 5. R. S., T. 30, § 4806, sub-§ 4, amended. Subsection 4 of section 4806 
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'4. Whether plan accomplishes certain purposes. Prior to recommending an 
urhan renewal plan to the municipal of-ficers for approval, the authority shall con­
sider whether the proposed land uses and huilding requirements in the renewal 
project area are designed with the general purpose of accomplishing, in conform­
ance with the ffiits{oe~ comprehensive plan, a coordinated, adjusted and harmoni­
ous deyelopment of said municipality which will, in accordance with present and 
future needs, promote health, safety, morals, order, convenience, prosperity and 
the general welfare, as well as efficiency and economy in the process of develop­
ment; including, among other things, adequate provision for traffic, vehicular 
parking, the promotion of safety from fire, panic and other dangers, adequate 
provision for light and air, the promotion of the healthful and convenient dis­
tribution of population, the provision of adequate transportation, water, sewer­
age and other public utilities, schools, parks, recreational and community facili­
ties and other public requirements, the promotion of sound design and arrange­
ment, the wise and efficient expenditure of public funds, the prevention of the 
recurrence of insanitary or unsafe dwelling accommodations, slums or conditions 
of blight, and the provisions of adequate, safe and sanitary dwelling accommoda­
tions.' 

Sec. 6. R. S., T. 30, § 4806, sub-§ 7, amended. Subsection 7 of section 4806 
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'7. Approval of renewal plan; disapproval. Following snch hearing, the 
municipal officers may approve by resolution a renewal plan, if it finds that said 
plan is feasible and in conformity with the +l'M:t~¥ ~ ~ ~ 4c~ffie* ~ 
#te ffllll9:ieifmlitj it" ft w~ comprehnsive plan; provided that. if the planning 
board disapproves any renewal plan, the plan shall not be deemed approved ex­
cept hy 2/3 vote of the municipal officers. A re€~~€fl+ renewal plan which 
has not heen approved by the municipal officers when recommended by the au­
thority may again he recommendecl to it with any moclifications deemed advis­
able.' 
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Sec. 7. R. S., T. 30, § 4806-A, additional. Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is 
amended by adding a new section 4806-A, to read as follows: 

'§ 48::>6-A. General neighborhood renewal plans 

Any authority authorized to perform planning work may prepare a general 
neighborhood renewal plan for urban renewal areas which may be of such scope 
that urban renewal activities may have to be called out in stages. Such plan may 
include, but is not limited to, a preliminary plan which outlines the urban renewal 
activities proposed for the area involved, provides a framework for the prepara­
tion of urban renewal plans and indicates generally the land uses, population 
density, building coverage, prospective requirements for rehabilitation and im­
provement of property and portions of the area contemplated for clearance and 
redevelopment. A general neighborhood renewal plan shall conform to the com­
prehensive plan and the workable program of the municipality.' 

Sec. 8. R. S., T. 30, § 4901, amended. Section 4901 of Title 30 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'§ 4901. Purpose 

The purpose of this subchapter is to assist municipalities and their FeaevelofJ­
Hte* urban renewal authorities to obtain the additional federal capital grants 
for urban renewal projects \\"hich are available pursuant to Title I of the Hous­
ing Act of 1949, as amended, which establish, as local grants-in-aid for federally­
assisted urban renewal projects being or to be undertaken by municipalities or 
their ~~~ urban renewal authorities. the aggTeg'ate amount of ex­
penditures made by an educational institution of higher learning or hospital 
directly or through a private redevelopment corporation, for land, buildings and 
structures located in areas adjacent to or in the immediate vicinity of federally­
assisted urban renewal projects if such land, buildings or structures are to be re­
developed or rehabilitat'ed by such institution for educational or hospital uses 
in accordance \vith a development plan approved under state or local law after 
public hearing' and found acceptable hy the Housing and Home Finance Adminis­
trator after considering the standards specified in section I IO(h) of Title I of the 
Housing Act of 1949, as amended; such additional federal capital grants being 
available in an amount equal to 2 or 3 times the aggregate amount of such ex­
pen eli tures.' 

Sec. 9. R. S., T. 30, § 4902, sub-§ I, amended. Suhsection J of section 4902 
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'I. Development plan. "Development plan" shall mean a plan proposed by 
an educational institution of higher learning or a private redevelopment corpora­
tion for the redevelopment and renewal of a project area, and which plan shall 
conform to the ~HeFltl ~ft ..+ -Hte ~l+f;- ~ n, ~ comprehensive plan and 
shall conform to the requirements of subchapter III with respect to the content 
of redevelopment or renewal plans.' 

Sec. 10. R. S., T. 30, § 4902, sub-§§ 2-A and 2-B, additional. Section 4902 
of Title 30 of the Revised Statutes is amended by adding 2 new subsections, 2-:\ 
and 2-B, to read as follows: 
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'2-A. Hospital. "Hospital" shall mean any public or private hospital licensed 
by the State, no part of the net earnings of which inures to the benefit of any 
private shareholder or individual. 

2-B. Hospital uses. "Hospital uses" shall mean uses related to the functions 
of a hospital in providing care and treatment of the ill or injured, including the 
housing, feeding and care of resident interns, physicians and nurses.' 

Sec. II. R. S., T. 30, § 4903, amended. Section 4903 of Title 30 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'§ 4903. Preparation and approval of development plans 

The governing body of any municipality is authorized to approve, after a pub­
lic hearing thereon, a development plan proposed by any educational institution 
of higher learning or hospital located in such municipality, or by a private re­
deyelopment corporation, for the redevelopment and renewal of an area, herein­
after in this subchapter referred to as a "project area" adjacent to or in the im­
mediate vicinity of the location of principal buildings of such institution or 
hospital. or a major branch of such institution or hospital, where teaching or re­
search is done or where students or faculty live, and the area of an urban re­
newal project, assisted under Title I of the Housing Act of 1949, as amended, 
which is being undertaken by such municipality or its f'e6:e, eleflffieRt urban 
renewal authority. Any state educational institution of higher learning, hospital 
or private redevelopment corporation is authorized to prepare such development 
plans. Any city may authorize any educational institution of higher learning 
or hospital established and maintained by such .city to prepare such development 
plans.' 

Sec. 12. R. S., T. 30, § 4904, amended. Section 4904 of Title 30 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'4904. Public hearing 

Prior to approving any development plan pursuant to section 4903, the govern­
ing body of the municipality or its f'~¥-el:~fi'te'flot urban renewal authority shall 
hold a public hearing on such development plan. such public hearing to he helel 
not less than 7 nor more than 14 days after notice of the time, place and purpose 
thereof shall have been published in a newspaper having general circulation in 
Stich 1l1t1nicipality.' 

Sec. 13. R. S., T. 30, § 4905, amended. Section 4905 of Title 30 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'§ 4905. Cooperation in carrying out approved development plan 

If the governing body of a municipality approves a development plan for a 
project area, such municipality and its f'e4:: (e!ef3ffi€fl't urban renewal authority 
may cooperate with the educational institution of higher learning, hospital or 
private redevelopment corporation in carrying out stlch approved development 
plan, and, for such purpose, may contract with such educational institution, 
hospital or private redevelopment corporation for the exercise of any of the 
powers of such municipality and its ;;e4e¥e~ffl"'~ urban renewal authority. 
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Any municipality or its Fe€le I e18~meftt urban renewal authority, and any state 
educational institution of higher learning, and, when so authorized by such city, 
any educational institution of higher learning or hospital established and main­
tained by any city, may do all things, and may take such actions, as may be nec­
essary or desirable to assure that it obtains credit as a local grant-in-aid for the 
aggregate amount of expenditures made by any such educational institution, 
hospital or redevelopment corporation which would be eligible as such under 
Title I of the Housing Act of 1949, as amended.' 




