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ONE HUNDRED AND SECOND LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1011 

H. P. 767 House of Representatives, February 9, I965 
Referred to Committee on Appropriations and Financial Affairs. Sent up for 

concurrence and ordered printed. 
JEROME G. PLANTE, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. Anderson of Orono. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-FIVE 

AN ACT Providing State Scholarships for Higher Education. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., T. 20, c. 510, additional. Title 20 of the Revised Statutes IS 

amended by adding a new chapter 5IO to read as follows: 

'CHAPTER 510 

STATE SCHOLARSHIPS 

§ 3681. State scholarships established 

State scholarships are established in the several counties of the State. Schol­
arships shall be maintained by the State and awarded as provided by this chapter. 

Scholarships shall be awarded each county annually, on the basis of one scholar­
ship for every 2 representative districts therein, and shall be awarded to the 
county at large without regard to representative district boundaries. For pur­
poses of this chapter, counties having an odd number of representative districts 
shall be counted as having representative districts to the next even number. 
Scholarships shall be awarded on the basis of need and ability under rules de­
termined by the State Scholarship Board. Additional scholarships shall be 
awarded each county on the same basis, in accordance with this section, in such 
number as may be fixed and determined by the State Scholarship Board with 
the approval of the Commissioner of Finance and Administration. 

Each scholarship shall entitle the holder thereof to a grant of full tuition 
while in attendance at a state-supported college or university during a period of 
not to exceed 4 years of undergraduate study, or an annual grant of $400 to be 
applied to tuition at any approved private college in this State, during a period 
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of not to exceed 4 years of undergraduate study, but not to exceed a total grant 
of $1,600, such grant to be held subject to the limitations of sections 3683 and 
3686. The grants shall be paid upon the warrant of the controller issued with 
the approval of the Commissioner of Education to or for the benefit of such 
holder at the rate of $200 per term, but not to exceed 3 terms in any calendar 
year under regulations prescribed by the Commissioner of Education out of 
the fund referred to in section 3682. Such approval shall be given upon vouchers 
or other evidence showing that the person named therein is entitled to receive 
the sum specified, either directly or for his or her benefit. Payments may be 
made directly to the college attended by the person named in such certificate, 
in behalf of and for the benefit of such person under regulations prescribed by 
the Commissioner of Education. But a person who completed the requirements 
for a state scholarship in the month of January or June immediately prior to 
the actual award of the scholarship and who in the interim entered upon a course 
of study in a college may, on application, have such certificate become effective 
,at the time when he began his regular college course. 

:§ 3682. State Scholarship Fund 

There is created within the General Fund of the State a special State Scholar­
:ship Fund. Such fund shall consist of all money appropriated therefor by the 
Legislature and all money and property received by the State or the Commis­
sioner of Education by gift, grant, devise or bequest for the purpose of providing 
funds for the payment of such scholarships and of all income or revenue de­
rived from any trust created for such purpose. 

Such fund shall be kept separate and distinct from the other state funds and 
payment shall be made therefrom to the persons entitled thereto in the same 
manner as from other state funds, except as otherwise provided by this chapter. 

Whenever any such gift, grant, devise or bequest shall have been made or 
any trust shall have been created for the purpose of providing funds for such 
scholarships, the incomes or revenues derived therefrom shall be applied in 
maintaining scholarships in addition to those to be maintained by appropria­
tions made by the State Legislature, as provided herein, and no part of such in­
come or revenue shall be applied for the maintenance of state scholarships es­
tablished for each county. Such additional scholarships shall be equitably ap­
portioned by the Commissioner of Education among the several counties on the 
same basis as those created by section 3681. 

§ 3683. State Scholarship Board to make rules 
There shall be created a State Scholarship Board, consisting of the Commis­

sioner of Education, the President of the University of Maine, the Chairman 
of the State Board of Education, one representative to be chosen by the Gover­
nor from among the Presidents of the several State Teachers Colleges, the Presi­
dent of the Maine Teachers Association and the Chairman of the Governor's 
Advisory Committee on Education. 

The State Scholarship Board shall make rules governing the award of such 
scholarships including the determination of need and ability, the minimum 
levels of achievement to be required of each grantee in order to retain the 
scholarship for each succeeding year, the issuance and cancellation of certificates 
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entitling persons to the benefits thereof, the use of such scholarships by the 
persons entitled thereto, and the rights and duties of such State scholars, and 
the colleges which they attend, in respect to such scholarships, and providing 
generally for carrying into effect the provisions of this chapter. 

§ 3684. A ward of scholarships 

Ministerial duties required to carry into effect the provisions of this chapter 
and the rules established by the State Scholarship Board shall be the respon­
sibility of the Department of Education. 

In case a pupil who is entitled to a scholarship shall fail to accept such 
scholarship within 15 days after being notified that he is entitled thereto or 
shall fail to comply with the rules of the State Scholarship Board as to such 
scholarships and the same shall have been revoked or cancelled on account 
thereof, or, if for any other reason such scholarship shall become vacant, then 
the pupil standing next highest to those pupils on such list for such county 
who have received scholarships, shall be entitled to receive appointment to such 
vacant scholarship. 

If any person entitled to a scholarship or a holder of the same shall have 
become or shall hereafter become a member of the Armed Forces of the United 
States, his scholarship shall not be deemed vacant and he shall be entitled to 
reinstatement and to the unused benefits of his scholarship, if he resumes his 
college education within 18 months after honorable discharge. A pupil entitled 
to a scholarship under State Board of Education rules who failed to apply 
therefor within the time required by such rules to entitle him to a scholarship, 
and a pupil whose name would have been included in the list of names of candi­
dates to be considered in the award of scholarships as provided herein except for 
errors or inadvertencies in the preparation of such list, may apply to the State 
Board of Education for a scholarship and if it shall appear to the satisfaction of 
the State Board of Education that there was reasonable cause for the failure of 
such pupil to apply for such scholarship as required by State Board of Education 
rules, or that an error or inadvertency occurred in the preparation of the list 
of candidates for suc.h scholarships and it shall appear that except for such 
failure, error or inadvertency the applicant would have received a scholarship, 
the State Board of Education may award a scholarship to such pupil and such 
scholarship shall be issued and payments shall be made thereon out of moneys 
available therefor in the same manner as other scholarships are issued and paid.. 

In case a scholarship belonging to a county shall not be claimed by a resident 
of such county, or if there be no resident of the county entitled to appointment 
to the vacant scholarship in such county, the Commissioner of Education shall 
fill such vacancy by appointing from the state list the person entitled to such 
vacancy as provided in this section. 

The Commissioner of Education shall cause such person entitled to receive 
appointment to a schOlarship to be notified of his rights thereto and of his 
forfeiture of such rights by failure to make the application for such scholarship 
required under section 3685. 

The Commissioner of Education may grant a leave of absence for a period 
of not to exceed 12 months to any holder of such a scholarship who is tem-
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porarily unable to avail himself of the benefits of such scholarship because of 
illness or other cause satisfactory to the commissioner. Notwithstanding the 
time limitation contained in section 3681, the granting of such leave shall operate 
to extend the period of time during which the holder of such scholarship shall 
be entitled to the benefits thereof and shall not operate to reduce the total amount 
of such benefits. 

§ 3685. Issuance of scholarship certificate 

Upon the application of a pupil duly notified of his right to a state scholar­
ship, the Commissioner of Education shall issue to such pupil a scholarship 
certificate. Such application and such certificate shall be in the form prescribed 
by the Commissioner of Education and such certificate shall specify the college 
for which it is valid. Said commissioner may also require such additional state~ 
ments and information to accompany such application as he may deem necessary. 

§ 3686. Revocation of scholarship 

If a person holding a state scholarship shall fail to comply with the rules of 
the State Scholarship Board in respect to the use of such scholarship, or shall 
fail to attain the minimum level of achievement prescribed by the State Scholar­
ship Board for the retention of such scholarship, or shall fail to observe the 
rules, regulations or conditions prescribed or imposed by such college on students 
therein, or shall for any reason be expelled or suspended from such college, or 
shall absent himself therefrom without leave, the Commissioner of Education 
may, upon evidence of such fact deemed by him sufficient, make an order under 
the seal of the State Scholarship Board, revoking such scholarship and there­
uP.on such sch.olarship shall become vacant and the person holding such scholar­
ship shall n.ot thereafter be entitled t.o further payment or benefits under the 
provisi.ons of this chapter and the vacancy caused thereby shall be filled as 
provided in section 3864. 

§ 3687. C.ourses of study 

A person entitled to a sch.olarship shall not be restricted as to the ch.oice .of 
the c.ollege which he desires t.o attend or the course of study which he proposes 
to pursue; provided that no such sch.olarship shall include professional instruc­
tion in theology, or in any graduate courses following the receiving of a bach­
elor's degree; and provided that the college selected by the person entitled t.o 
such sch.olarship is situated within the State of Maine, and is incorporated as a 
college and authorized under the laws of this State and the rules of the State 
Board of Education t.o confer degrees. The term "college" as used in this sec­
tion includes universities, professional and technical schools and other institu­
ti.ons for higher education authorized to confer degrees, requiring 4 years of 
undergraduate study to obtain a degree and approved by the State Board of 
Education; also "junior college" provided the pers.on entitled to the scholarship 
pursues a course therein approved by the Commissioner of Education for 2 

years of credit toward a degree in a college authorized by the State B.oard of 
Education to confer degrees.' 

Sec. 2. Appropriation. There is appropriated from the General Fund the 
sum of $15438 for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1966 and the sum of $48,355 
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for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1¢7 to the Department of Education 1'0 
carry out the purposes of this Act. The breakdown shall be as follows: 

EDUCATION, DEPARTMENT OF 1965-66 1966-67 

Personal Services (I) $ 2,938 (I) $ 3,155 
All Other 12,000 45,200 
Capital Expenditures 500 




