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ONE HUNDRED AND SECOND LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 928 

H. P. 6gT House of Representatives, February 3, 1965 
Referred to Conll1littee on Health and Institutional Services. Sent up for con­

currence and ordered printed. 
JEROME G. PLANTE, Clerk 

Presented hy Mrs. Carswell of Portland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-FIVE 

AN ACT to Revise the Laws Relating to the Support of Persons in State 
Institutions. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. 1. R. S., T. 22, § 4492, amended. Section 4492 of Title 22 0 f the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'§ 4492. Financial information to be furnished 

A treasurer of any hank, trust company, henet]t a"soC1ailOn, insurance com­
pany, safe deposit cc'mpany or any corporatiun or association receiving deposits 
of money. except national banks. shall, on request in writing signed by a mem­
her of the hoard 0 f overseers of the poor of cony town or city or its agents. or by 
the Commissioner of Health and \\'e!fare or his agents "-i' +.,. ~ .c:':"'ffiH"~~*e;o 
..,+ Me~ #etH+fl ~ ~~f"'*~ eT rlffl R~cffi~ or by the Commissioner of 
Veterans Sen'ices or his agents. inform sud hoard of overseers of the poor or 
the Department of Health and \\'elfare "i" -t~ ~fr¥-tHt~ ~ M€~ .j...j..eHlt!~ 
~1'l-4 ~~~ or the Department of Veterans Services of the amount deposited 
in the corporation or association to the credit of the person named in such re­
quest, who is a charge upon such town or city or the State, or who has applied 
for support to such town or city or the State. \V11oever willfully renders false 
information in reply to such request shall be punished by a fine of not less than 
$25 nor more than $100, to he recovered on complaint in any court of competent 
jurisdiction for the use of the town, city or the State making the request.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. 34, § 2512, repealed and replaced. Section 2512 of Title 34 
of the Revised Statutes is repealed and the following enacted in place thereof: 

'§ 2512. Persons liable 

No bills shall be rendered until a determination of ability to pay has been made 
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as provided, except that, in instances wherein the patient or legally liable person 
agrees to pay the fixed maximum rate, such determination may be limited to a 
verification by reliable references of the ability of such person to pay the fixed 
maximum rate. Each patient and the spouse, adult child and parent, jointly and 
severally, shall be legally liable from the date of admission for the support of 
any patient committed or otherwise legally admitted to either state hospital for 
the mentally ill or to the Pineland Hospital and Training Center, except that, a 
parent shall not be legally liable for support unless the patient was wholly or par­
tially dependent for support upon such parent at the time of admission. 

No child of a patient shall be liable for any part of such costs for a parent \vho 
willfully failed to support such child prior to the child's 18th birthday. Any 
child claiming such exemption shall be required to furnish the department with 
clear and cOll'!incing evidence substantiating such claim.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., T. 34, § 2513, amended. Section 2513 of Title 3-+ of the Re­
\'ised Statcltcs is amended by adding' at the encl, :2 new paragraphs, to read as 
follO\\"s : 

'Every agency and department of the State is required to render all reasonable 
assistance to the .department in obtaining all information necessary for the proper 
implementation of the purposes of this chapter. 

For the purposes of this chapter, the commissioner and any representative of 
the department duly authorized by the commissioner shall have the power to ad­
minister oaths, take testimony, subpoena and compel the attendance of witnesses 
and the production of books, papers, records and documents decmed material 
or pertinent in connection with the duty of securing payments for support as 
provided by this chapter. Any person who shall willfully testify falsely as to 
any matter in an investigation or proceeding under this chapter shall be guilty 
of, and punishable for, perjury. Banking organizations, insurance companies, 
brokers or fiduciaries upon request by the commissioner or any representative 
of the department duly authorized by the commissioner shall furnish to such 
person in writing and duly certified, full information concerning the earnings or 
income of or any funds deposited to the credit of or owing to such patient or any 
person legally liable for the support of such patient. Such certified statement 
shall be admissible in evidence in any action or proceeding to compel payment 
to the support of such patient, and shall be prima facie evidence of the facts 
therein stated.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., T. 34, § 25I3-A, additional. Title 34 of the Revised Statutes 
is amended by adding a new section 2513-A, to read as follows: 

'§ 25I3-A. Authority of superintendent to receive payments 

The Superintendent of the Augusta State Hospital, Bangor State Hospital and 
the Pineland Hospital and Training Center is authorized to receive as payee any 
benefits from social security, veterans administration, railroad retirement or any 
other like benefits paid on behalf of any patient, and shall apply such benefits 
toward the support of any such patient in accordance with the rate fixed by the 
department. Any surplus from such payments shall be held in a personal ac-
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count at the hospital in the name of such patient, and shall be available for such 
patient's personal needs.' 

Sec. 5. R. S., T. 34, § 2514, amended. Section 25 I 4 of Title 34 of the Re­
yised Statutes is amellded to read as follows: 

'§ 2514. Statement forms to be completed by persons liable for support 

The commissioner shall prescribe financial statement forms which shall be 
completed by the guardian or conservator of a patient, and by any person legally 
liable for support -I¥.+<-i~' t~ ~-F. Such statement shall be sworn to by 
such guardian, conservator or legally liable person ",tt4 ~l-J. fle +'€-ttH=floe4 ~ ~ 
,J€t1~e;+F "'<-'Fi,,*ii"T;')9 &'7'3 ~ tfte {#t~ ef ifl~ e-F ~l'ItHtteft f+ ffi~. 
~JUlcl 5t1"E"lt ~ffit ,~f.:i..l. ~ re4-tH=i"T 5t!-e* 5~Ht~ +e t*e 4e~€-ft4 flfoperl,. 
t'effi-t'+~c.# 'W~i"T :-5'" ~*,p, 4:~ '.{~14ffi'€ffi 5'fn.H.I. ~ ffitetftei" ~en+ ~ 
~ ,.~e4 rna,,}, 4'-e'Hn''M" -F€€'H}'l{ f."tt'-*,~z4 ,~,ft..J. 1+ #J.e 5'ioa:i-::-me;+F ~ ~ +!Tefl. 
~~ e~4 '<.....ttffli"T ~ ~ ef ~t~ ~ fflot.J#.e ~ ~ ~ &9-

fie~4 ~ f..lf ett€-* wc~ '* part ~ef, ffi,~ ef +fie.J.frH.e.r ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ ~* ~ oyzFElue. ~-md~ ffit~ ~ ~ seetion ~ ~ 
€'e~.te4 ii"T tfte ~ffi" ffi-a~ ftS fH"e ehHrgcs ~ supJ30rt ~ei" ~ eh8:pter. 
P21~Hltie-s ~ere4 ~ ~ "ee.tit3Tl- .gffl,.J.l. ~ ~ ffife +fie Gefler8:1 ~. 
A ~ ef ~ 5cetioft ~ ~ ffi bolcH8::e€l ~ t3Tl-~ ~ ~ ef ~ 
~ffle;+F ~.' 




