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ONE HUNDRED AND SECOND LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 529 

H. P. 417 House of Representatives, January 26, r965 
Referred to Committee on Judiciary. Sert up for concurrence and ordered 

printed. 
JEROME G. PLANTE, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. Richardson of Cumberland. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-FIVE 

AN ACT Relating to Jurisdiction of Law Court on Questions of State Law 
Certified by Federal Courts. 

Be it enacted by the]::leople of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., T. 4" § 57, amended. The first sentence of section 57 of Title 4 
of the Revised Statutes is amended to read c.s follows: 

'The following cases only come before the court as a court of law: Cases on 
appeal from the Superior Court or a single Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court; 
criminal cases in which there are motions for new trials upon evidence reported 
by the justice; questions of law arising on reports of cases, including, in civil 
cases, interlocutory orders or rulings of such importance as to require, in the 
opinion of the justice, review by the law court hefore any further proceedings in 
the action; bills of ex:eptions in criminal case:; ; agreed statement of facts; cases, 
ciyil or criminal, pre~enting a question of law; all questions arising in cases in 
which equitable relief is sought; motions to dissolve injunctions issued after 
notice and hearing or continuecl after a hear: ng; questions arising on writs of 
habeas corpus, mandamus and certiorari and questions of state law certified by 
federal courts.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., T. 4, §57, amended. Sectior 57 of Title 4 of the Revised Stat­
utes is amended hy adding a new paragraph at the encl to read as follows: 

'When it shall appear to the Supreme COUJi of the United States, or to any 
court of appeals or district court of the United States, that there are involved in 
any proceeding before it one or more questions of law of this State, which may be 
determinative of the cause, and there are no dear controlling precedents in the 
decisions of the Supreme Judicial Court, such federal court may certify any such 
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questions of law of this State to the Supreme Judicial Court for instructions con­
cerning such questions of state law, which certificate the Supreme Judicial Court 
sitting as a law court may, by written opinion, answer.' 




