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STATE OF MAINE 
SENATE 

101st LEGISLATURE 

SENATE AHENDMENT "A" to S. P. 598, L. D. 1565, Bill, "An Act Relating tc 

Minimum Number of School Days in Public Schools." 

Amend said Bill by striking out everything after the enacting 

clause and inserting in place thereof the following: 

"Sec. 1. R.S., c. 41, §32, amended. The first sentence of sec
tion 32 of chapter 41 of the Revised Statutes, as amended by section 
12-A of chapter 364 of the public laws of 1957, is fu~·ther amended to 
read as follows: 

'The school moneys of every administrative unit shall be so expended as 
to give as nearly as practicable the same aggregate annual length of 
terms in all its schools, and every administrative unit shall make pro
vision for the maintenance of all its schools for not less than 
~G-wee~s 175 actual school days annually.' 

Sec. 2. R.S.,c. 41, §98, sub-§III, amended. Subsection III of 
section 98 of chapter 41 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 
1 of chapter 369 of the public laws of 1955,is amended to read as fol
lows: 

'111. Minimum school year. It has a minimum school year of ±8G 
±e~a± 175 actual school days.' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 41, §154, amended. Section 154 of chapter 41 
of the Revised Statutes, as amended, is further amended to read as fol
lows: 

'Sec. 154. School holidays; special observnnces. The following 
days shall be observed as school holidays, namely: Patriot's Day, 
April 19; Memorial Day, May 30: Independence Day, July 4th; Labor Day, 
first Monday in September; Veterans Day, November 11th; Christmas Day, 
December 25th; Thanksgiving aRa ArBer Day, as appointed by the Gover
nor and Council. Areer-Say-sRa±±-Re~-Be-reee~R~£ea-as-a-seRee±-~e±~aay 

HR±es9-eBservea-By-~ea€Rer-aRa-~~~i±s-£er-~Re-~~r~ese-£er-wflieR-i~-~s-

aes~~Ra~ea-BY-~Re-6everRer-aRa-~e~R€i±~ Lincoln Day shall be observed 
by devoting some part of the day to the study of the life and character 
of Abraham Lincoln. All teachers of public schools in the State shall 
close their schools on the above-named days aRa-eraw-~aY-~Re-saffie-as-i{ 
~Re~r-S€Ree±S-Raa-BeeR-iR-sess4eR. When anyone of the above-named holi
days falls on a Sunday, the Monday following shall be observed as a 
school holidaY7-w~~R-a±±-~Re-~~iy~±e~es-a~~±yiR~-~e-aRy-e£-~Re-eays 
aS9ve-Raffiea. In addition to the foregoing, New Year's Day, January 
Ist~ Washington's Birthday, February 22nd~ Columbus Day, October 12th, 
shall, upon vote of the superintending school committee or school 
directors of any administrative unit, be observed by teachers and 
pupils of the public schools of said administrative unit by an 

(~#$-d?p7) 



~ 

(Senate Amendment "A" to S.P.598, L.D.1565,cont'd) Page 2. 

exercise appropriate thereto, such exercise to be held during such 
part of the school session as the teacher of each school may designate. 
The exercises so held shall aim to impress on the minds of the youth 
the important lessons of character and good citizenship to be learned 
from the lives of American leaders and heroes and from a contemplation 
of their own duties and obligations to the community, state and nation 
of which they constitute a part. In the absence of any vote of the 
superintending school committee or school directors, said days shall be 
observed as *e§8* school holidays Wi€R-€Re-e*es~R§-ei-seRee~5. ' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 41, §156, amended. Section 156 of chapter 41 
of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 156. Teachers may suspend schools during conventions. 
Teachers of public schools may suspend their schools for not more than 
~-e8¥e ~ day in any year during the sessions of such conventions 
within their counties and also for not more than 2 days in any year 
during the sessions of any state teachers' convention approved by the 
commissioner, unless otherwise directed in writing by the school 
officers, and attend said conventions W~€R9Y€-i9Eie~€YEe-ei-~a¥-ieE 
~e-€~me-ei-eyeR-8€€eReaRee7-pEe9~eee-€Re¥-sRa*~-~reeeR€-~e-~he 

eii~eers-em~*e¥~R§-€Rem-eer~~i~e8€ee-e~~Ree-B¥-€Re-eeeEe~aE~ee-ei-eyeR 

eeRyeR~~efle-8Re-eeYR~eze~~Ree-B¥-~e-eeme4ee4eReET-eRew~R§-eueR 

8€~eRe8Ree. ' 

Sec. 5. Effective date. This act shall take effect July I, 
1964." 

Proposed by Senator BROOKS of CUMBERLAND 
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