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ONE HUNDRED AND FIRST LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1435 

H. P. 992 House of Representatives, February 28, I963 
Referred to Committee on Constitutional Amendments and Legislative Reap­

portionment. Sent up for concurrence and ordered printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. ~Watkins of Windham. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY -THREE 

RESOL VE, Proposing an Amendment to the Constitution Clarifying Provisions 
Governing Assumption of Office of Governor by the President of the Senate 
or the Speaker of the House. 

Constitutional amendment. Resolved: Two-thirds of each branch of the Leg­
islature concurring, that the following amendment to the Constitution of this 
State be proposed: 

Constitution, Article V, Part First, Section 14, amended. Section 14 of Part 
First of Article V of the Constitution, as amended, is further amended to read 
as follows: 

'Section 14. \i\fhenever the offi·ce of Governor sha'l become vacant by death, 
resignation, removal from office or otherwise, the President of the Senate shall 
assume the office of Governor until another Governor shall be duly qualified; 
in the event such vacancy occurs tffi4 in less than ninety days immediately pre­
ceding the date of the primaries for nominating candidates to be voted for at the 
biennial election next succeeding, the President of the Senate shall exercise the 
office of Governor until the first \Vednesc1ay of January fo lowing such biennial 
election. At such biennial election, a Governor shall be ele<:ted to fill the un­
expired term created by such vacancy, un'ess the vacancy shall have occurred 
less than ninety days immediately preceding the date of ffi' ftfter such primaries. 
in which case the then Presi'lent of the Senate shall fill the unexpired term"t frft4 
ffi. eft5e ~ +fl.e ~, resignatisR, felYls'tttl ~ ~ ffi' ~ aisEjtlalifi~ 
~ 4-e j"lfesiaeRt ~ +fl.e ~, 56 e!(cfcisiRg +fl.e ~ ~ ~wiefRsr, +fl.e sj"lealfeF 
~ t17e ~ ~ feIlfeseF,tati Q es ~fti.+ exeFciss +fl.e ~, ttftt.H. ft pf2siaeRt ~ 
+fl.e .,...tta-te 5fta.H h~ -Be""ft chsseR : ftft4 Wftett +fl.e ~ ~ gs Q efRSf, rre~ 
~ 4-e ~, frft4 ~~ ~ +fl.e ~ ~ becsffie ~, ffl +fl.e ~ ~ 



:2 LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. I435 

4fte ~, -Hte ~ett, ~ ~ secfetafY et ~ +M -Hte ~ ~, sflftH 
~ j3foclaffiatioR ~~ -Hte ~~, -tfiM flo ~etH; fI'litj" -be cHoseR ~ ~ 
~ -Hte ~ et govefRof. 

If at the time the office of Governor becomes vacant there shall be no Presi­
dent of the Senate, then the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall ex­
ercise the office until a President of the Senate shall have been chosen and such 
Speaker assuming the office of Governor shall by proclamation convene the Sen­
ate that a President may be chosen to assume the office of Governor and upon a 
President of the Senate being chosen, he shall assume the office of Governor 
until another Governor shall be duly qualified. Should the offices of Governor, 
President of the Senate, and Speaker of the House of Representatives all become 
vacant in the recess of the Senate, the person acting as Secretary of State for the 
time being shall by proclamation convene the Senate that a President may be 
chosen to assume the office of Governor. If while exercising the office of Gov­
ernor the President of the Senate shall die, resign, be removed from office or 
otherwise be disqualified, the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall 
assume the office of Governor and proceed in the same manner as if the office 
of President of the Senate had been vacant when the office of Governor became 
vacant. Att4 wheReveF Whenever either the President of the Senate or Speaker 
of the House of Representatives shall 5e eJ{efeise assume said office of Governor, 
he shall receive only the compensation of Governor, but his duties as President 
or Speaker shall be suspended; and the Senate or House shall fill the vacancy 
resulting from such suspension, until his duties as Governor shall cease.' 




