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New Draft of : H. P. 5, L. D. 24 
(New Title) 

ONE-HUNDREDTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1625 

H. P. II79 House of Representatives, May 26, 1961 
Reported by Mr. Hinds from Committee on Welfare. Printed under Joint 

Rules No. 10. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-ONE 

AN ACT Redefining the Financial Responsibility of Children and Certain Rela­
tives in Public Assistance. 

Be it enacted Iby the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 25, § 281, amended. The 4th paragraph of section 281 of 
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows; 

'If the applicant is unable to obtain the sworn statement from such child or 
spouse ~ l"lfS ,iEleEl ~, then upon proof of his inability to do so the depart­
ment shall EleteffflHte WtTetRef s-ttffi ~nasility 46 ~ .,... f.9 ~ Mt4 !;em1ine, Mt4 * 
tt 4ee~ ~ tt f.9 ~ Mt4 ~ffiH.tt.e #refl. tfte ffl-eftts ~ +H-9 !t]"l]"llieatisn ~.fi.e 
€6n-sffieff-4 obtain such statement or the required information from any avail­
able source and proceed to process the application. Any determination made 
under tfte fji'syisise5 ~ this section shall be subject to the right of appeal by the 
applicant under ~ ]"lfSvisisns ~ section 284.' 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 25, § 283, sub-§ VI, repealed. Subsection VI of section 283 
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is repealed, as follows: 

'¥+. ~~ floe ffiH.4 ffl' ehilElfen- ~i4t~ ffl -tffi.s ~ Mt4 ~ 46 Slfl"l]"lSft 
~' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 25, § 287, amended. The last paragraph of section 287 of 
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'If the recipient is unable to obtain the sworn statement from such child or 
spouse then upon proof of his inability to do so, the department shall 6eteftrll~ 
Vd'letMf ~ ffl.asilit) 46 ~ .,... f.9 ~ Mt4 ~iTtHfte, aH4 * tt ~s ~ tt f.9 
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~ ~ ~eHtliHe, ~ #"e ~ ~ ffl5. €fio5oe ~ ~ e01'l5i€lefe€l obtain such 
statement or the required information from any available source and proceed to 
process the case. Any determination made under #te J:lfQ". i5io115 ~ this section 
shall be su,bject to the right of appeal of the recipient under #te J:lfoyi5ioH5 ~ 
section 284.' 

Sec. 4. R. S., c. 25, § 290, amended. The first sentence of section 290 of 
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is repealed, as follows: 

'~ a:::]'liHtffient ffiftJ'" feCOYCf ~ it~ ~,'chil,Elfen, e¥ 5]'lOtlSC ~ ~ 
~fi€Heiafy ~ ~ ]'lfoyi5ioll5 ~ 5eetioH5 ~ ~ ~, ~ f.s. ~ ~ 5GJ:l]'lOft 
#"e 5iH4 ~~ ~ Wfffl ~ ~ ~~ 5ttffi 5tlflport, ffi. ittT ~ ~ ~ 
€fio5oe ffli' #te itffi~ ~fT4e.4 try. ~ 4cJ:larttTl:ci'l:: .ffi¥ :mt4 ~ffi't.' 

Sec. 5. R. S., c. 25, § 294, amended. Section 294 of chapter 25 of the Re­
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 294. Liability of relatives to support. The ~ft4, w#e, ~€i', 
fl1~, ~~, spouse, parents and child ffl' ~H€lCfli1€l of a recipient of 
6f aft ~ft1; ~ public assistance of any nature from the State shall, if of 
sufficient ability, be responsible for the partial or total support of such persons. 
In determining the ability of such relative, his assets as well as his income 
shall be considered. 

The e8119-lTIissioi'l€i' Attorney General shall bring proceedings in the name of 
the State of Maine in any court of competent jurisdiction to compel any person 
liable under -Hte ~¥ts-i6ftS 8f this section .ffi¥ ~ffl't to contribute to the snp­
port of any p-eft,eflo ~ t9 i'€eef ..... i~, ffi' w~ fl.a~ ~ ~ f.s. otl'1cf'Ni5e 
~ .ffi.1' recipient of public assistance. The court shall *a¥€ ~ te 
determine w~+ ~. ,J.,e a fair and reasonable amount for ~ support a'fi€!. 
~flot€ttit-;ree to be paid by the fJ'i±¥tJ' atI:i+te1~ ~, tt+t4 4,e 4ete:-fl1i:~e w~ 
afflOtlftt 5~a:J.± l7e f'ttffl, ~y ~ ~y defendant to the department as reimhnrse­
ment for moneys tt-~a#y furnished to a recipient. * 5-ttffi ~ ~ fccciyiftg 
~ a55i5tance ~ €ffiii45- tmiT 6fflff ~~ ~ i'ifio1ettftto ~ ~ 5tIflPOH 
~ fRotHi'l-tcnanee .J".e ~ t., #te e8ffi~ftet' .ffi¥ #"e ~ .,4 ~fl. i'e€i~. 
~ a-et+oft ffiEty #e.e,.~.j.flo #te Sft+R-e ffiTt:11Kf i*I-4 fefffi 'it5-~ 1*~ try. 
5€€~.,flo :?e ~ ffiRvt~ fj,*, ~c1* ~+ 5-1:tffi a~ H'lTtT ~ €#flo1ffi-e~ ~ aete4 
~ft -BT #te e8tH-'4- fiT ¥a-cati~ i:tf'8'ft ttet ~ +tmflo +e 4aTB-' ft6-Ef.e.e. 

The action shall be brought as a petition for support upon not less than 7 
days' notice. Upon failure to pay the support ordered, execution as in tort shall 
issue. The State shall pay the expense of commitment and support when the 
defendant is committed to jail on execution and he may be discharged in the 
same manner as provided by chapter 166, section 64.' 

Sec. 6. R. S., c. 25, § 299, suh-§ VII, amended. Subsection VII of section 
299 of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'VII. Spouse. Has no spouse fl'i*'~, €e.@-tl# efliM e¥ ~-ft residing in 
this State and able to support him.' 

Sec. 7. R. S., c. 25, § 303, amended. The 31'(1 paragraph of section 303 of 
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 
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'If the applicant is unable to obtain the sworn statement from such spouse, 
parents or child fto9 ~ rFe rises, then upon proof of his inability to do so 
the department shall 4etennil'le "fietfieF ~ il'l8:sility ~ ~ ~ ffi Fe8:seft8:s1e 
obtain such statement or the required information from any available source 
80ft€!. ++ i-t 4eei4es -tfl.B:.t i-t ffi Fe8:sel'l8:s1e ~ tM ~ ~ flffi 8:rr1ie8:tieft tfio8:Y' -be 
eeHsiseFe4 and proceed to process the application. Any determination made 
under tM rFe, isiel'ls ~ this section shall be subject to the right of appeal by 
the applicant under tM rFe, isieRs ~ section 307.' 

Sec. 8. R. S., c. 25, § 304, amended. The last paragraph of section 304 of 
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'J.4~, ~, ++ If the recipient is unable to obtain the sworn state­
ment from such spouse, parents or child fto9 ~ f'i'8~, then upon proof of 
his ina1bility to do so, the department shall 4etenniRc wfietfieF ~ iH8:sility ~ 
~ 5e f5 Fe8:SeH8:We tHT4 ++ i-t 4eei4es 4:fflt.t i-t ffi T'e8:s81.8:s1e tMft tM ~ ~ 
flffi offi5-e tfio8:Y' -be eeHsi4eFes obtain such statement or the required information 
from any available source and proceed to process the case. Any determination 
made under ~ rFe ,isi81'S ~ this section shall be subject to the right of appeal 
by the recipient under tM rFe, isiens ~ section 307.' 

Sec. 9. R. S., c. 25, § 308, amended. The first sentence of section 308 of 
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is repealed as follows: 

'+fi.e ~i4+fteffi ~ reee¥er ~ 8:ftY ~ ~ er €silsFeft tM ~ er 
~ffi:; ~ ~ .fl.€l'lefiei8:1·y ~ +fte rFw;,isieHs ~ seetieHs ~ ~ ~, ffi,­
€~ ~ is M+e ~ StlproFt tM ~ seHefiel8:FY, ~ wfi.e ~ ~ f'~ 
Si:t€fr ~~, ift €oft netieft 6ft -tfi.e ~ ~ -Hte affi:OuRt e](reltse4 .loJ.y tM 4e­
~-effi ~ tM 5-tH4 ~~.' 

Sec. 10. R. S., c. 25, § 319-E, amended. The last paragraph of section 319-E 
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 30 of chapter 405 
of the public laws of 1955, is amended to read as follows: 

'If the applicant is unable to obtain the sworn statement from such spouse, 
parents or child fto9 ~ flFe ri4e4, then upon proof of his inability to do so the 
department shall ~fflffte Ti'ft.e.4:fr€i' ~ tl'lasility te ~ ~ ffi rC8:seRa131e obtain 
such statement or the required information from any available source 8:fl4 ++ i-t 
4eeffi.es ~ i-t ffi ~~, ~ tfre ~ ~ flffi 8:flr1ie8:tieH tfio8:Y' .e.e €~­
~4 and proceed to process the application. Any determination made under 
+*e pFe . i:o;ieR5 ~ this section shaH be subject to the right of appeal by the appli­
cant under ~ J'l'f'e, isiel1s ~ section 319-G.' 

Sec. II. R. S., c. 25, § 319-F, sub-§ V, amended. Subsection V of section 
3I9-F of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 30 of chapter 
405 of the public laws of 1955, is amended to read as follows: 

'V. Spouse. Has no spouse r8:FcRts, ~ ~ er efiilsFeR residing in 
this State and able to support him;' 

Sec. 12. R. S., c. 25, § 319-K, amended. The last paragraph of section 319-K 
of chapter 2S of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 30 of chapter 405 
of the public laws of 1955, is amended to read as follows: 
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'PfW, iEieEi, hs" e¥ef, * If the recipient is unable to obtain the sworn statement 
from such spouse, parents or child ftoS ~ J'lfS , iEieEi, then upon proof of his 
inability to do so, the department shall Eieteff8iHe "HetHef ~ inaBility ~ @6 

'*' ffi feassnaBle tHT4 * f+ EieeiEies #tat f+ ffi feassl1aBle -tftefl, 4fte ~ ~ fH.s 
€ftoSoe ~ ~ esnsiEiefeEi obtain such statement or the required information from 
any available source and proceed to process the case. Any determination mad~ 
under 4fte J'lfS, isisHS ~ this section shall be subject to the right of appeal by the 
recipient under 4fte J'lfsvisisHS ~ section 319-G.' 

Sec. 13. R. S., c. 25, § 319-M, amended. The first sentence of section 319-M 
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 30 of chapter 405 
of the public laws of 1955, is repealed as follows: 

'+fi.e EieJ'laftfneHt ~ fees (ef ~ ~ a4t:tl-f e+Hl4 ~ eHilEifeH, ~ ~ 
f*H"EH4;s ~ ~ BeHe-lieiafY ttH4ei- -tfl.e }'lfW. isisHS ~ seetisHs ~-A ~ ~-+, 
iHelttsi, e ~ ffi ~ -t@ SttJ'lJ'lSft -tfl.e ~ seHe-lieiaf) , .loJ.tt4; ~ ~ ~ J'lfwfiEie 
~ SttJ'lJ'lSft, Mt fffl ~ ~ 4fte €ftoSoe ~ 4fte af8sttHt eJ(J'lenEieEi ~ 4fte 4e­
f'aftf8e1Tt ~ 4fte ~ SttJ'lJ'lSft.' 


