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ONE-HUNDREDTH LEGISLATURE

Legislative Document No. 1625

H. P. 1179 House of Representatives, May 26, 1961
Reported by Mr. Hinds from Committee on Welfare, Printed under Joint

Rutes No. r10.
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk

STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED
SIXTY-ONE

AN ACT Redefining the Financial Responsibility of Children and Certain Rela-
tives in Public Assistance.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows:

Sec. 1. R. S, c. 25, § 281, amended. The 4th paragraph of section 281 of
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

‘If the applicant is unable to obtain the sworn statement from such child or
spouse as previded abowe, then upon proof of his inability to do so the depart-
ment shalléefefmﬂ%ewhe%heﬁs-&ehiﬁ&b&ﬁy%eéeseﬁfe&l&ﬁége%ﬂe and #
#t deeides that i 15 real and cenutne then the mertts of his eppteation shall be
eonsidered obtain such statement or the required information from any avail-
able source and proceed to process the application. Any determination made
under ke preswtstons of this section shall be sub]ect to the right of appeal by the
applicant under #re prewisiens ef section 284

Sec. 2. R. S, c. 25, § 283, sub-§ VI, repealed. Subsection VI of section 283
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is repealed, as follows:

UL Hes mo ekild o children restding in this State and able to suppert

R

Sec. 3. R. S, c. 25, § 287, amended. The last paragraph of section 287 of
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

‘Tf the recipient is unable to obtain the sworn statement from such child or
spouse then upon proof of his inability to do so, the department shall determine
swrhether suweh ﬁabﬂﬁ%ed-eseﬁseﬂ&aﬂéaeﬂﬁﬁe and H it deeides thet i 15



2 LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 1625

reat and genuine, then the mers of his ease may be eonsidered obtain such
statement or the required information from any available source and proceed to
process the case. Any determination made under #he prewisiens of this section
shall be su,b]ect to the right of appeal of the recipient under the provisions of
section 284

Sec. 4. R. S, c. 25, § 290, amended. The first sentence of section 2go of
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is repealed, as follows:

‘Fhe department may seeover from any ohild, ehildren, or speuse of any

urder Hhe prowisions of seetions 276 to 205, whe is able to suppest

tke said beneheiasy but whe fatls to prowide suech suppest, in an action on the
esse for the amount expended by the department for said support.

Sec. 5. R. S, c. 25, § 204, amended. Section 204 of chapter 25 of the Re-
vised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

‘Sec. 294. Liability of relatives to support. The hushband, wife, fathes,
methes, grandparent, spouse, parents and child er srandebitd of a recipient of
eF aw a-p-p-h«-@rﬁf #of public assistance of any nature from the State shall, if of
sufficient ability, be responsible for the partial or total support of such persons.
In determining the ability of such relative, his assets as well as his income
shall be considered.

The eonrmisstener Attorney General shall bring proceedings in the name of
the State of Maine in any court of competent jurisdiction to compel any person
liable under #re previsions of this section e+ suppert to contribute to the sup-
port of any perses swhe is recerving, of who has epphed end is otherwise
ehsible for recipient of public assistance. The court shall &eve peowes #o
determine wwhat shat be a fair and reasonable amount for sweh support as#d
mﬁiﬁ%em-a-ea to be pald by the party adjudeed Hable, and to determmsne what
amowit shall be patd by suweh pasts defendant to the dep’trtment as reimburse-
ment for moneys akreads furnished to a recipient. + sueh person i5 reeervng
W%&m%eeﬁsmye%%&%amﬁmﬁ%w
and seintenance be paid to the cominissioner for the use of sueh reecipient.
%ﬁ?@&enm&‘rbebf%ﬁhéiﬁ%hﬂ%e%&%é%‘ﬁ%&s%ﬁeﬂé&éb‘f
seetton 20 of chaplter g, cxeept that such acton may be commenesd and acted
wpen by Hhe coust in waeation wpon met less %h-a»,ﬁ.- +6 dais’ notiee.

The action shall be brought as a petition for support upon not less than %
days’ notice. Upon failure to pay the support ordered, execution as in tort shall
issue. The State shall pay the expense of commitment and support when the
defendant is committed to jail on execution and he may he discharged in the
same manner as provided by chapter 166, section 64.’

Sec. 6. R. S, c. 25, § 299, sub-§ VII, amended. Subsection VII of section
299 of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

‘VII. Spouse. Has no spouse parests, adult child or ehildren residing in
this State and able to support him.

Sec. 7. R. S, c¢. 25, § 303, amended. The 3rd paragraph of section 303 of
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:
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‘If the applicant is unable to obtain the sworn statement from such spouse,
parents or child es ebewe prowided, then upon proof of his 1nab111ty to do so
the department shall determine whethes sueh inability to do se is reaseonable
obtain such statement or the required information from any avallable source
and i i deeides thet it 15 reasonable then the merits of his appheation may be
eonsidered and proceed to process the application. Any determination made
under the prowistens of this section shall be sub]ect to the right of appeal by
the applicant under the prewistens ef section 307.

Sec. 8. R. S., c. 25, § 304, amended. The last paragraph of section 304 of
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is amended to read as follows:

‘Prewided, howewer, # If the recipient is unable to obtain the sworn state-
ment from such spouse, parents or child a5 ebewe provided, then upon proof of
his inability to do so, the department shall determine whether such inrabilty to
do so is reasonable and H i deeides that i is reasonable then the merits of
his ease srey be considered obtain such statement or the required information
from any available source and proceed to process the case. Any determination
made under ke prewistens ef this section shall be sub}ect to the right of appeal
by the recipient under the prewistens e section 307.

Sec. 9. R. S, c. 25, § 308, amended. The first sentence of section 308 of
chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes is repealed as follows:

‘Fhe departrent may recover from any adult chitd or ehildren the spouse ef
parents of any Dereficiury under the provwistons of seettons 208 to IS, -
clustve who 1o able to support the said beneficiasy, bt whe fails te previde
steh suppest, maﬂae&eﬁeﬁt-hee&sa&f%h-eaﬁeﬁﬁ%e*peﬁéeéby%heée—
paetment dos the satd suppert.

Sec. 10. R. S, c. 25, § 319-E, amended. The last paragraph of section 319-E
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 30 of chapter 405
of the public laws of 1955, is amended to read as follows:

‘If the applicant is unable to obtain the sworn statement from such spouse,
"parents or child as ebewe ?-Fe‘v-léeé then upon proof of his inability to do so the
department shall determine swhether sueh imabiity to do 56 #5 reasenable obtain
such statement or the required 1nformat10n from any available source and +#
deerdes that it 15 reasonable, then the mertts of s applteation mear be eon-
stdered and proceed to process the apphcatlon Any determination made under
the prewistens ef this section shall be subject to the right of appeal by the appli-
cant under the previsions of section 319-G.

Sec. 11. R. S, c. 25, § 319-F, sub-§ V, amended. Subsection V of section
319-F of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 30 of chapter
405 of the public laws of 1935, is amended to read as follows:

‘V. Spouse. Has no spouse pasents, adult ekild o ehildres residing in
this State and able to support himj’

Sec. 12. R. S, c. 25, § 319-K, amended. The last paragraph of section 319-K
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 30 of chapter 405
of the public laws of 1955, is amended to read as follows:



4 LEGISLATIVE DOCUMENT No. 1625

‘Brevided, howrever, # If the recipient is unable to obtain the sworn statement
from such spouse, parents or child as abese prowided, then upon proof of his
inability to do so, the department shall detersine whether sueh inability to do
56 15 rensenable and i it deeides that i 5 reasoneble then the merio of his
ense may be eensidered obtain such statement or the required information from
any available source and proceed to process the case. Any determination made
under +he provistens of this section shall be subject to the right of appeal by the
recipient under the prewistens ef section 319-G.

Sec. 13. R. S, c. 25, § 319-M, amended. The first sentence of section 31g-M
of chapter 25 of the Revised Statutes, as enacted by section 30 of chapter 405
of the public laws of 1955, is repealed as follows:

‘Fhe departrrent mey recover from any adult child o children, spouse eof
perents of eny benefeiary under the provisions of seettons 3397 to 3+9-F,
irelusive whe 15 able to suppert the satd benefictary, but whe fails te

such suppert, i an action on the ease for the amount expended by the de-

partrrent for the satd suppert.’



