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ONE-HUNDREDTH LEGISLATURE 

Legislative Document No. 1409 

H. P. 1008 House of Representatives, February 8, I961 
Referred to Committee on Legal Affairs. Sent up for concurrence and ordered 

printed. 
HARVEY R. PEASE, Clerk 

Presented by Mr. Johnson of Stockholm. 

STATE OF MAINE 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD NINETEEN HUNDRED 
SIXTY-ONE 

AN ACT Repealing Laws Requiring that Cemeteries be Fenced. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine, as follows: 

Sec. I. R. S., c. 58, § 2, repealed. Section 2 of chapter 58 of the Revised 
Statutes is repealed. 

Sec. 2. R. S., c. 58, § 3, amended. Section 3 of chapter 58 of the Revised 
Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 3. Ancient or public burying grounds cared for. J";tt€-fl fewfl-, ~4, 
rdi-giOtlS society tttt4 ~ il'ldi,tidtttt-l-, ttS§e€itttieft ei' -rrer+iett fe w+H4 tI:H;" 

ttI'Icicftt er ~~ B~ 1;i'otll'ld -B-e~" ~ *eett it sabsta1'ltial- kttee ftf'~ 
i40 ffi. ~ repair; e:1'ffi ffi In any such burying ground in which any Revolution
ary soldiers or sailors or soldier or sailor 'ovho served in the United States army, 
navy or marine corps in any war is buried, the town in which said burying 
ground is located shall keep in good condition and repair, all graves, headstones, 
rnonuments or markers designating the burial place of said Revolutionary 
soldiers or sailors or soldier or sailor who served in the United States army, 
navy or marine corps in any war and shall keep the grass suitably cut and 
trimmed on such graves during the summer season. Towns may raise and appro
priate money for such purposes. ~ ~ fewfl-, ~H5fi, r~" ~t;", 
iftdi c'idtral-, tI:S5~ttett er ~ei'iMfeft 5+te:++ -b-e .J.ta-hle fe e: ~~ e.f tte-t ~ 
+fl.e:fl-~ ~ ~ke+ fe Tftaintaifl- 5-ttffi ferte.e ffi. g~~, tttt4 ea.ffl Each said 
town shall be liable to a penalty of not more than $IO for neglect to keep in 
good condition and repair all such graves, headstones, monuments and markers 
or failing to keep the grass suitably cut and trimmed e:s aforesaid on said 
graves. The penalties ;H,~ ~~ffi ~ shall be recovered in tI:ft a civil 
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action ~ 6eflt- brought in the name and for the use of any chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution or post of the American Legion against 
such negligent town, ~h, religious soeiety, ifldiyidmH-, assoei&tioft or €O¥

~or&t+ott. ' 

Sec. 3. R. S., c. 58, § 5, amended. Section 5 of chapter 58 of the Revised 
Statutes is amended to read as follows: 

'Sec. 5. Ancient or public burying grounds in unincorporated places cared 
for by county commissioners; Piscataquis County. +fte eoul1ty e0111Hl:issioflffoS 
~ aft)' eounty iTt- w-fite+t there i~ aft ttfl:il1eOrpora~4 pffiee Of' ptiiH~ 'tVft.e.r.e.tft fH'e 
fffiY tl:~ or ~tt-fH.ie f,;~~ gr~~ ~ ett-u.,e t+te ~tTre t ... ee ~~ 
fe.ft..ee4 ~ thereafter fl'l:fti.ffittf~i tftey ttl:~ They shall cause the burying 
grounds n+et=-e5tti4 1'0 be kept in proper condition and any bushes therein to be 
cut. All expenses and costs incurred in Piscataquis County \vhile carrying out 
-tohe prwfi3ioBS o-f this section shall annually be assessed, by the county com
missioners of Piscataquis County, against the estates of said county.' 


